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INTRODUCTION. 



If marriages are made in heaven, it shoald seem that in the 
marriiiges of Kings and Queens there is usually a special ex- 
ez^ptioE from the operation of this general law; Royal mar- 
.riages appear, in general, to be constituted of more terrestrial 
ingredients than those in humble life. They are less mingled 
with the refined affections, and m(H'e often include what is sbr* 
did in avarice, or low in ambition. They are hymeneals 
which love seldom visits with his purple light ; and where the 
yeality of nuptial happiness is found within the verge of a 
palace, it rather excites our admiration as a prodigy, than es- 
capes our notice as an ordinary occurrence. 

Though experience would not justify us in speculating fa- 
vourably upon the chances of bliss in any royal marriage, yet 
hardly any marriage of this kind is recorded in history which 
has been productive of more accumulated misery, at least, to 
one of the parties, than that of the present king and (][ueen. 

In the summer of 1796, when I was at Brighton, I had the 
pleasure of beholding the then Princess of Wales. Her Royal 
Highness had been married to his present Majesty in the 
spring of the preceding year. At the period of which I am 
speaking, her Royal Highness was blooming in the maturity of 
youth. Her form was, at that time, rather delicate than robust ; 
but the contour of her shape was symmetrically captivating. 
It indicated elasticity and health. Her features were pleasing, 
and her countenance regular ; but it had not that kind of regu- 
larity which excludes vivid particularity of expression. There 
was a something which marked character ; and that character 
of no commoa kiud. Her eyes sparkled with intelligence, and 

a« 
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iv INTRODUCTION. 

the loves played about her lips. When she smiled, emaiu- 
CioDs of benevoWnce seemed tp, shoot £roqi^ every glance; 
and every glance interested the beholder, and made him feel 
that he was within an attractive influence of no ordinary kind. 
When her Royal Highness pleased jto augment that influence, 
she could throw an archness into her look, and a witchery into 
ler manner, that raised her to a sort df celestial preemitteoM 
in the power of communicating delight. Her step ^aa qtmfi 
and light ; and she seemed as if she cottid bound npbn 4he «ir; 
From the time of Which I am speaking, with the exception • 
of two transient views of her person in the yeiir 1^4, I bail 
not seen her Majesty till her late return from the continent 
After the lapse of twenty-four years, and those years chequered 
vnth strange vicissitudes, and oppressed by heavy calamities; 
it cannot be supposed that time had left no traces of his silent 
ravage in her lovely form. But those traces are much fewer 
than might have been expected. The lines of age ar^ 
hardly visible upon her brow. Her eyes lack none of the 
lu$tre of a more youthful period. The loves have not forsaken 
her lips ; and cold, and sluggish, and insensate must that per- 
son be who is not fascinated by the witdiery of her Majesty's 
smile. 

He must be a dull or an unobserving phywognomirt, who 
does not read in the countenance of the Queen a commanding 
decision of character, with no small portion of that intrinsic 
sagacity by which her Majesty seems at once to penetrate into 
the recesses of the mind, or to find her way through the laby- 
rinths of the heart. Time has served to evolve more of the 
original energy of her Majesty's character; and, in her present 
appearance, I never remember to have beheld any female that 
seemed so well calculated to msike royalty respectable; or who 
in her air, her manner, or her look, more completely exhibited 
what the imagination may conceive to belong to the identity of 
a Queen. If Virgil said of Juno, Inccsm patuit dta, ^*the 
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goddess vrwB rerealed in her walk/* I migiit ny thd same of 
her Maijesty. Her port is the port of the Queen ; her step k 
the step of Majesty. Such was, such is that Royal Lady, whose 
complicated wrongs and accumulated persecutions constitute^ 
at this moment, the interest of every circle, aod the iheme of 
every tongue. 

I remember that, in the year 1795, the determination of the 
then Prince of Wales to enter the Elysium of married \\f% 
was said to have been occasioned by a desire to increase hit 
income and pay his debts. Those persons who know the 
magnanimous disinterestedness of his present Majesty, and 
^ who are well acquainted with the economy which he has ao 
long practised for the benefit of the present age and for the' 
wonder of posterity, will by ho meetis admit that such motives 
could have operated as a stimulus to matrimony in his royal 
breast All, therefore, that we can positively assert is, 4he 
plain unadorned matter of fact, that his then Royal Highnesa'i 
income was increased, and that his debts were either paid or 
put in a train of payment. This must have been owing to the 
spontaneous generosity of the Parliament, which is never slow 
in discerning the virtues of princes, sluggish in rewarding their 
merits, or fastidiously reluctant in pouring the public money 
into the lap of kings. 

The debts of his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales in 
1795, amounted to the small sum of ^59,890 45. 4d. In 
that year his late Majesty sent a message to the Parliament, iii 
which he requested that the Prince and his •* angust spouseV 
might be provided with a suitable establishment. The ink 
come of the Prince was accordingly raised from ^^60,000 a 
year to Jpl25,00O, and a fifth part of this sum was set apart 
&r the liquidation of his debts. The bounty of the. Parlia* 
oMot, at the same time, allowed ^7,000 for the inmediiite ex» 
.peoditure which the marriage ,1aiight render requMBte, whilo 
' * 3 
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£9Afil90 vara rtML for die ^itteae of jeweb «ftd ^attf** 
AntsdKT Mm w«s Toiad Ibr the eosi|fldtnm «f Caritos Bonw 
9*he9e luipliiilB, wkidi firotnind so Httle Uiss to leikker party, wd 
vludi IniTe been prodoctove of so much misery to ber Mj^jeslf ^ 
ivete cekbcated on tfae etghtb dary of Apiil, ia' ^kmithortmem* 
iioned year 1795. The late beloved Princesw CharloUe^ 
^oie premature deartib was not tbe sid>jecl of ibypoofitlcal 
■mumitig;, but of anfeigned woe, w«6 bdm on the 7tii of Ja* 
iraary, 1796. In three montbt and tweaty*foiar days sfter 
this event, and at the end of one year and leigbteen days after 
bis nvarringe, the affectionate biisbaQd sent the following letbar 
to b»» faith&il wtff : 

'< Winds^ Caade, AprU 3Q» 17Q6. 
<' Mabav, 

'* As Lord C?ho!mondeley informs me that you wish I 
twuld define, in writingf, the terms upon which we are, to 
live, I »h«ll end^voTir to explain myself upon that head, witn 
lis itnich ci-earness, ani with as much propriety, as the nature 
irf *die subject will admit. Our inclinations are not in out 
Jjewer, nor shoFuid either of ns be h^ld answerable to the other, 
because nature has not made us suitably to each other. Tran- 



* Notwithstanding thif) vote for jewds and plate, which was 
designed for iftie illnstrious bcide as well as the bridegroom, the 
dreader will «ndeavcmr to fofget ^e late polite relnsal of filate to 
4lie Queen for her domestic exigencies. 

. t The siibstance of this letter had been previously conveyed 
ia a idessage through Lord Gbokndn£eley ta her Royal fiigbi- 
iMBs. But it.was(th6ugbt, by ber floyal Highness, to be infi- 
Btfeelydaojiinpoftaint to rest merely .upon 4 verbvl comoiuinoai* 
liiuif/aQd'ikbepforetfibe disked that (his Royail iiigbnets'« -plear 
sure upon it should be comilEiujiicated to her in writing. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



qqH Add coBAfbrUbb soci^j ift, iu>weyer» Ja oiyr. paweri J^^ 

^cdir 0ub$efib^. to tbe cQiviUiaa''^ wlii^h jou jr«i|ui£eii, 
tbroogh hfAy Cbolmoadeley* thM.eireo in tbe «f^Dt ^ i^y 
M!qM^•t huppeiHBg i0 «y-.daiigblec wUcti I Uvst ProYld^aq^ 
in tlftdw^rey viU iiv?rt, I 3hall not uifcuige 4be texma of thf 
ve9tfietioo %f proptofriftgy at ««»y period, '«.«pimexio\ii x>f a mp^ 
paviiottlar aaiufe, I AM imw ioMf cXqs9 Xbis diJ9«0raeahl^ 
c^rrospondeiifie, trastiiig that, us we hgire .completely fixpleiae^ 
ounseWes to eaok oibi^r, tbe rest of ou^ lives will b^ pawed m 
ttnintennpled irafiq«iUity. 

** I am, Madkkm, 
" Wtlih great tmtfe, very sbcerely yonra, 

(Signed) "George,?.'' 

Who IS (here, with one particle of refineraent in hts frames 
that does not feel the delicate phraseology of thris letteft 
Who does not admire the fine tint of taste and of decency 
that is thrown over every word of the composition? Who, 
after perusing this precious document of conjugal affection, 
win say that princes are deficient in senstbility? Who can 
BOW be at all surprised that the writer of such an unparalleled 
effusion of virtue and decorum, of tenderness and affection, 
should complain of the levities or attempt to visit with dire 

* Upon <the receipt >of tbe message alluded to, in "die ferei- 
^ng note, her Hoyal Highness, 'tboagh 9be itad nothing to do 
but to submit to the afrRAgeqient whieh his Royal HighnesB 
imght determine . upon, desired it might 'be understood, that 
«be • shook! ineist that any sueb aFrangeneiit, if once mad^ 
should be considered as final. And that ^b Royatl iiigfaaMS 
should not i^et^ia the right, from time to tuoe, at bis plea0iii% 
«r vnder any ekottmdlaiicdc^ to aHer it* v* 
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^ti INTRODUCTIOM. 

Tengeanoe tlie imagiDary licentioasness of his wife? Such ft 
tetter evidently gives the writer a most irresistible pretext for 
demanding that the affections of his consort should be fof 
erer his, with individual and exclusiTe appropriation. Such 
a letter is too strict in its precepts, and too .moral in its sjpirit^ 
to admit one point of variation in the compass of conjugal 
love. To such a husband, to one so charily. jealous of his 
wife's honour and so feelingly anxious for his own, who is 
there that wiH refuse to pay the tribute of respect ? If, in 
common life, any woman had received such an unlimited fur«» 
lough from the restraint) of matrimony, such a permission to 
indulge her particular inclinations — who would have thought 
that the husband had any reason to complain of the infidelity 
of his spouse? What court would have directed any com- 
pensation for an imaginary injury, or what jury would have 
awarded any damages with such a document of conjugal li- 
centiousness staring them in the face? 

Let us now contemplate the answer which the insulted 
Princess returned to this notable epistle. 

** L'aveu de votre conversation avec Lord Cholmondeley, 
ne m'^tonne, ni ne rn'offense. C'^toit me confirmer ce que 
Tous m'avez tacitement insinue depuis une annee. Mais il y 
auroit apres cela, un manque de delicatesse ou, pour roieux 
dire, une bassesse indigne de me plaindre des conditions, que 
▼ous vous imposez a yous-meme. 

** Je ne vous aurois point fait de repouse, si votre lettre 
D*6toit con9ue de maniere a faire douter, si cet arrangement 
Yient de vous, ou de moi ; et vous s^avez que vous m'an- 
noncez I'honneur. La lettre que vous m'annoncez comme la 
demiere, m^oblige de communiquer au Roy, comme k mon 
Sonverain, et h mon Pere, votre aveu et ma reponse. Vous 
trouverez ^i incluse la copie de celle que j*ecris an Roy. Je 
'VOUS en previens pour ne pas m*attirer de votre part la moindre 
reproche de duplicity. Comme j% n'ai,. dans ce. mo^n^i^t^ 
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mi&Dt k lui. Kt.si ma condiiite sottito Mm approbatioii^ jf9 ierfiVi 

** Du reste, je conserve toute la reconnoissanoe possible de.G9 
§iM; jf ^ Uov^^e f»s yo^« oaojaoy commsPnncease de Galbs, 
di«i| 4fm.mlmw/aoa'^ poi^voir nyt imer sans contraiate, 4 usm 
tVH^ >cbfiM« A piNB fl«e«r9 j^ Tieux dire la hienfaisaooe. Ca 
9^ivi;f9$Wf «^ un dajpoif 4'a§H' de.pLus par ua autre motif 
a^at^ aebii.ife (iwmer I'ei^mpjd da la patience, etde la ceai- 
gnation dans toutes sortes d'epreuves. Rend.e2 aioi la ju^ica 
da IXMi croirei^^iaja ^ae-eessemi. jamaia da faira des tceux pour 
v^tie boobmr^ H. d'i^e YC^ra faian d^vouaa* « 

(Signad) "CAROLINE;* 

«Cei6daMaf, 17W," 



* TRANSLATION. 

. • The arowal of your coovarsatioa with Lord Cfaolinondeleyi 
•either aurpri9ea» nor offends me. It merely confirmed what 
♦ you have tacitly insinuateid for this twelve-month. But after 
this, it would be a want of delicacy, or rather an unworthy 
meanness in me, were I to complain of those conditions which 
you impose upon yourself. 

I fihould have returned no answer to your letter, if it had 
not been conceived in terms to make it doubtful, whether this 
arrangement proceeds from you or from me, and you are 
aware that the credit of it belongs to you alone. 

The letter which you announce to me as the last, obliges 
me to communicate to the King, as to my Sovereign and my 
Father, both y^ur aviQwal and my wiswer. You will find en- 
closed, the copy of my letter to the King. I apprize you of it, 
that I may not incur the slightest reproach of duplicity from 
you. . Ab I have at this moment no protector but His Majesty, 
I refer myself solely to him upon this subject, and if my con- 
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* Th^'antwer of the then Princess is worthy of Iterself. H^ 
IB in unison with the good sense, the frankness, the truly ami* 
able sincerity that have been conspicuous in erery period of 
her life. 

' One passage in this letter deserves particular notice,; ani 
though the rapidity with which I am writing* this introduction/ 
combined with a multiplicity of other urgent avocalions, irill 
not permit me to expatiate upon it with so much mifUutenes^ 
of animadversion as it deserres, I will yet make it the subjedT 
of a few remarks. 

' The passage in question is in the second sentence of the let« 
ter,. where th«p Princess intimates that the resolution, which 
her husband^s letter contained, had been tacitly insinuated a 
year ago. The Princess says, " Uaveu de TOtre conversatioa 
avec Lord Cholmondeley, ne m'^tonne, ni ne m^offense. 
C'etoit me con firmer ce que tous m^avez tacitement insinufi 
depuis une annee." — Now, if we recollect that when the 
Princess received the Prince's letter, they had not been mar-^ 
ried more than a year and eighteen days, we cannot suppose 



duct meets his approbation, I shall be in some degree at least 
consoled. I retain every sentiment of gratitude for the situa- 
tion in which I find myself, as Pnncess^ of Wales, enabled, 
by your means, to indulge in the free exercise of a virtue dear 
to my heart, I mean charity. 

It will be my duty likewise to act upon another motive, that 
of giving an example of patience and resignation under every 
trial. 

Do me the justice to believe that I shall never cease to pray 
for your happiness, and to be 

Your much devoted 

CAROLINE. 

6th of May, 1796. 
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^t di» faobeymooa of the tofal pair bad c«iitui«c4 •▼•!! for 
•lialf a. month* Perhaps^ instead of b^ing perpetuated throu^ 
Qne revolution of the moon round the earth, it might hardly 
ka^e lasted for one rotation oi the earth upon its axia« If 
this shorthred felicity was beheld by the evening sua, it had 
pfobaUy vanished befoie the- morning ray. Who that wit* 
neesed the immortal affection which had been pledged in the 
shade of the emning, could imagine that it would have wi* 
shared in decay before night's candles were burnt out, or the 
ebn stood tiptoe oh the eastorn hills ? 

: ^ In common life, if a husband were to send a formal notice 
to hia wife, that neither was answerable to the other for the 
4iver8ity x>f their inclinations, or, in other words, thi^t bofth 
IDight pursue their individual prbpensities, without any thing 
like mutual accountableness : who would think that such a 
linsbaad could ever havie the unparalleled modesty, to complain 
that his vrife had made use of that permission, which she had 
. received, and planted a pair of horns upon his head ? 
• . But, to the immortal honour of the Queen, then Princess 
of Wales, Ae never practised the truly virtuous permission of her 
loving spouse. She never passed the barrier of conjugal 
duty. She never imitated the conduct of another person, in 
living the rein to her passions, or in deviating . from the 
strait line of nuptial rectitude. She adhered to the vows she 
had sworn. Surrounded by temptations of every kind, she 
never for a moment degenerated < into extravagant sensuality 
or loathsome vice. With an ardent temperament she remained 
chaste as Dian* 

li^ in any period between the marriage of her present Ma- 
jesty, the Queen, and. her departure for the contincgdt, her 
Majesty had in any instance violated her nuptial vows, that 
violation could hardly have reniained without detection. For 
as, her Mi^iesty said in her Mt^r to the late revered King, 
of Fabiuary- I6th, 1$07», and as was demQiMtrated in the ia- 
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Ooe of the nyitafltaUe fwtwei i* dftt rsiowUUe^tofei^ 
Ulttt the HlttsirioiM personage, whe^ in Uie year I7M^ one 
3^at md eighteen 'daye aAier his nainage, Ind gJMm U9 
f tiustriens consort » seM of *^ ceng^ d^Mkri," «r at least ak is* 
direet Iwence to fettow her incliaatteQe, jhafvdd,. at tfaa>Teiy 
eatn^ tiBM», haf« pried iata ail imf a^iom, .with it abnidf smo^ 
tiaiziug espionage. Every thing whnch the lowly prioocfaa and 
&9 did, fte«ins to have heen noted in a book.. Her Royal 
Uighoessr's moet miottte nuyrements appear to imfB beev waicli^ 
edk Thes k shoutd ailmoat 6eem> thai that itoipid indiffiranoi^ 
which is^ sa strengty marked k the &r iaaied letter o£ 4i^c^V|H| 
was, at the same time, accempamedi widi a soat .of.MBsienie 
jealousy. Bet jealousy ie usua>t^y assecsaAed wiUr an trtfj^p^ 
state of l^he more tender affeetioAS. it ie> love diat aappUee 
fuel to the burning ijsquietude ; and kkidteS'a catddron Ixica 
Ihati of bell within the bfeasl. But the heaakvthat wouM die- 
tate the letter of licence in ITM, ceuld mot have writhed wilib 
jeftkMisy, with respect to aa oiged;, wfaichy however aniiaUe^ 
seeaied to be fiung away like^a wiiheMld fiowen < > 

. The jeaIo«My of the TurJt aMty wsttoli the beauiies ;c|i i^l 
Haram, but if the Turk wew to givtt an ndboimded peaaiiMa 
le any one pf his wrves to.iblloir her iowiiiiatiDns, finirfrOBii 
his restrafnt, a^d e^eimpt from hiir^ispleasimy he woatiL nereff 
be at the trouble to scrudni^so ei>%ry idtta of bar bdbwnotBv ^ar 
to environ her with spies. f 

■ Ify ^heref^re, the system of 9spkmiig€ to wUdi |flEr Ma^ty 
frositively declared, m 1807, that her conduet had' for y^ra 
been subjected, did not originate in jeatollsy; i& w&at d^it 
eriginatel Where jealousy doea^ not .oe*i«xiet wilb^ Imdb/ 
OJC ^ere love never existed, imd where tbeindiflbeipee ^^i^dch* 
sttpl^d its plaee, hae been eonverte&inta&ate^v and' whenP 
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dutt btt0 bis bwi subsequeoUy eublioied into rancour ; we 
may conceive that spies would be employed, and emisaanea 
8^ at work* eiiher to detect guHt qr to alao^pr inaocence. 
But who is it that can possibly impute hate, and much leas 
rancour, to such an individual ? If m«rcy be the attribute of 
kiDgSy is it not physically impossible that an opposite prinj^i 
dple should be the indurated habit of Qeorge I V, ? 
' From whatever cause the system of espitmage which h^d 
been practised against her Majesty when Princess of Wales, 
Blight have originated, it is certain by that in 1806 it had given 
birth to charges . of such a serious nature, as caused his late 
Majesty, on the 29th of May, in that year, to appoint a com- 
mission to inquire into her Royal Highnesa's conduct, and 
to leport to his Majesty the result of such examination. The 
following is the warrant or commission which atttl^lriz$d ^he 
inquiry. 



aSORGE R. 

Wmmis^W Our right ^tr^y and weH-Moyed Councillor 
Thomas Lord l^rs^iaa, Our Chant^llor, has this day laid be- 
fore Us an Al^i;act of certain ^vritten Deqlarationa touching 
the Cpnduct^f Her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales; 
We do hereby authorise, empower, and flii:ect, the a^d 
Thomas Lord Erskij^ie, O^ Chancellor ; Qur right trusty and 
right well-beloved Cousin and Councillor George John Earl 
Spencer, one of Our Principal Secretaries of State ; Our right 
trusty and well-bebved Councillor Willian ^Wyndhijim Lord 
Grenville, First Commissioner of Our Treasury ; and Our 
right trusty and weUrbeloved Councillor Edward Lord Ellen- 
borpugh, Our Chief Justice, to hpld Pleas hefpre Qursel^ 
tp inquire into the truth of the aame, and to examine upon 
oa^b fluch P^sons a3 they ab^H see fit, touching a^ pono^ri^ 

b 
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liv , INTRODUCTION* 

ing the same, and to report to u« tbe result of such Exami* 
nations. 

Oiven at Oar Castle of Windsor, on the twenty, 
ninth day of May, in the forty-sixth year of 
Our Reign. 
A true Copy, G. R. 

J. Becket 

The commissioners, who had to execute this ' delicate in- 
Testigation, made a report to his Majesty on the 14th of July, 
1806, of the conclusion which they drew from the inquiry they 
had prosecuted. I shall here introduce the Report : 

May it please your Majesty, 

Your Majesty having been graciously pleased, by an instru- 
ment under your Majesty's Royal Sign Manual, a copy of 
which is annexed to this Report, '*o " authorize, empower, 
and direct us to inquire into the truth of certain written de- 
clarations, touching the conduct of her Royal Highness the 
Princess of Wales, an abstract of which had been laid before 
your Majesty, and to examine upon oath such persons as we 
should see fit, touching and concerning the same, and to re- 
port to your Majesty the result of such examinations." We 
have, in dutiful obedience to your Majesty's commands, pro- 
ceeded to examine the several witnesses, the copies of whose 
depositions we have hereunto annexed; and, in further exe- 
cution of the said commands, we now most respectfully sub- 
mit to your Majesty the report of these examindtions as it has 
appeared to us : But we beg leave at the same time humbly 
to refer your Majesty, for more complete information, to the 
•examinations themselves, in order to correct anyerror of judg- 
ment into which we may have unintentionally fallen, with 
respect to any part of this business. On a reference to the 
above mentioned declarations, as the necessary foundation of 
tfil our proceedings, we found. that they consisted in certain 
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8t^tem6nt9, ^bicb had been laid before bis RoyaiL Higbneas 
the Prince of Wale3, respectiag tbe conduct of ber Royal 
Higbness the Princess. That these statements not only im^ 
puted to her Royal Highness great impropriety and indecency 
of behaviour, but expressly asserted, partly on the ground of 
certain alleged declarations from the Princess's own mouth» 
and partly on the personal observation of the informants, the 
following most important facts ; viz. That her Royal Highness 
bad been pregnant in the year 1802, in consequence of an 
illicit intercourse, and that she had in the same year been se- 
cretly delivered of a male child, .which child had ever since 
that period been brought up by her Royal Highness, in her 
own house, and under her immediate inspection. 

These allegations thus made, had, as we found, been fol* 
lowed by declarations from other persons, who had not in- 
deed spoken to the important facts of the pregnancy or delivery 
of her Royal Highness, but bad related other particulars, in 
themselves extremely suspicious, < and still more so when con- 
nected with the assertions already mentioned. 

In the painful situation in which his Royal Highness was 
placed by these communications, we learnt that his Royal 
Highness <had adopted the only course which could, in our 
judgment, with propriety be followed. When informations 
such as these had been thus confidently alleged, and particu- 
larly detailed/ and had been in some degree supported by 
collateral evidence, applying to other points of the same nature 
(though going to a far less extent,) one line only could be 
pursued. 

Every sentiment of duty to your Majesty,, and of concern 
for the public welfare, required that these particulars should 
not be withheld from your Majesty, to whom more particu- 
larly belonged the cognizance of a matter of state, so nearly 
touching the honour of your Majesty's Royal Family, and, by 
possibility, affecting tbe Succession of your Majesty's crown. 
b2 
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Your Majesty had been pleased, on yoor part, to ^tew Urn 
tubject in the same light. Considering it as a matter which, oA 
«yery account, demanded the most imrmediate investigation, 
your Majesty had thought fit to commit into our hands the 
duty of ascertaining, in the first instance, Trhat degree of cfedH 
iras due to the infofmatioos, and thereby enabling your Bffa^ 
jesty to decide what further conduct to adopt concerning them. 

On this review, therefore, of the matters thus alleged, and 
of th^ course hitherto pursued trpon them, we deemed it pro- 
per, in the first place, to examine those persons fn whose do* 
derations the occasion for this Inquiry had originated. B^ 
cause if they, on bein^ examined upon dath, had retracted Or 
raried their assertions, all necetiity for fuhher ittvestigatioli 
xhight possibly have been prdcloded. 

We accordingly first examined on oath the principal infor- 
vmnts. Sir John Douglas, and Charlotte hid ii^ife ; who bo& 
positively dwore, the former to his having observed the faet df 
the pregnancy of her Royal Highness, and the latter to all the 
important particulars contained in her former declaration, and 
Kbove referred to. Their exaininations ate annexed to this 
Beport, and are circumstantial and positive. 

The most^aieHal of those allegations, into the truth of which 
we had been directed to inquife, being thus far supported by the 
oath of the parties from trhorh they had proceeded, we then 
felt it our duty to follov^ up iBe Int[uiry by the examination of 
such other pei-sons as we judged best able to afford us informa* 
tion as to the facts in question. 

We thought it beyond all doubt that, in this course of In- 
quiry, many particulars must be learnt which would be neces- 
sarily conclusive on the truth or falsehood of these declarations. 
So many persons must have been witnesses to the appearandes 
of an actually existing pregnancy ; so many circumstahces must 
have been attendant upon a real delivery; and difficulties so 
numerous and insurmountable mtet hate been inrolved in any 
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attempt to account for the infant in question, as the child of 
another woman, if it had been, in fact, the child of the Princess; 
that we entertained a full and confident expectation of arriving at 
complete proof, either in the affirmative or negative, on this part 
of the subject. 

This expectation was not disappointed* We are happy to 
declare to your Majesty our perfect conviction, that there is 
no foundation whatever for believing that the child now with 
the Princess is the child of her Royal Highness, or that she was 
delivered of any child in the year 1802 ; nor has any thing ap- 
peared to us which would warrant the belief that she was preg- 
nant in that year, or at any'other period within the compass of 
our inquiries. 

The identity of the child now with the Princess, its parent- 
age, the place aqd the tlate of its birth, the time and the circum- 
stances of its being first taken under her Royal Highness's pro- 
tection, are all established by such a concurrence both of posi- 
tive and circumstantial evidence, as can, in our judgment, leave 
no question on this part of the subject. That child was, he^ 
yond all doubt, born i|i Brownlow-street Hospital, on the 1 1th 
day of July, 1802, of the body of Sophia Austin, and was first 
brought to the Princess's house in the month of November fol- 
lowing. Neither should we -be more warranted in expressing 
any doubt respecting the alleged pregnancy of the Princess, as 
stated in the original declarations — a fact so fully contradicted, 
and by so many witnesses, to whom, if true, it must, in various 
ways, have been known, that we cannot think it entitled to the 
smallest credit. The testimonies on these two points are con- 
tained in the aimexed depositions and letters. We have not 
partially abstracted them in this Report, lest, by any uninten- 
tional omission, we might weaken their effect ; but we humbly 
pflfer to your Majesty this our clear and unanimous judg-- 
ment upon them, formed on full deliberation, and pronounced 
lyithput hesitation on the result of the whole Inquiry. 

b3 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



rnii INTRODUCTION. 

We do not, hbwevi^r, feel ourselves at liberty, math as irtt 
ghonld wish it, to dose our Report here. Besides the alle« 
'^tiona of the jpregnancy attd delivery of the PriDoesSy thosft 
deehutitidiis/ oii the Vhole of whtch your Majesty bas beea 
pleased to command us to inquire and report, contain, as we 
liave a;lr6ady remarked, ether particulars respecting die eoii* 
doct of her Royd Highness, iBuch as must, especially consider- 
Vn^ her exalted rank and station, nece38a,rily give occanon to 
Very unfavourable ittterpretatibns. 

From the varidos depositions and proofs annexed to this 
'Re^rt, particularly from the examinations of Robert Bidgood, 
Wiliiam Cole, Frances Lloyd, and Mrs. Lisle, your Majesty 
will perceive that several strong circumstances of this descrip-* 
lion have been pontively sworn to by witnesses, who cannot, 
in our judgment be suspected of any unfavourable bias, and 
Whose veracity, in this respect, we have seen no ground to 
question. 

On the precise bearing imd elDTect of the facts thus appearing 
ft is not for us W decide ; these we submit to your Majesty's 
iwisdom. But we conceive it to be our duty to report on this 
^art of the Inquiry, as distinctly as on the former facts : that 
)s, on the one hand, the facts of pregnancy and delivery are» 
to our minds, satisfactorily disproved, so, on the other hand. 
We think that the di'cumstances to which we now refer, par- 
ticularly those stated to liave piilssed liHBtween her Royal High- 
ness and Captain Manby, must b& credited until fhey shall 
teceive somb decisive contradiction ; and, if trvie, are justly en« 
titled to the most senous consideration. 

We'cannot close this repon, without bumbly assuring your 
Majesty, that it Was, on every account, bur anxious wish to 
liave executed this delicate trust with as little publicity as the 
nature of the case would possibly allow ; and we entreat your 
Majesty^s permission to express our full persuasion, that if this 
wish has been disajppointed, the failure is not imputable to 
any thing unnecessarily said or done by us. 
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All iwUbh k most humbly submitted to your Majesty. 
(Signed) Erseine, 

SPENCBfty 

Grenvulb, 
July 14, 1806. Ellemborouob, 

A trae copy. 

J. BECKEt. 

In tbe abote report, the Commissioners distinctly acquit her 
Royal Highness Of the main charge of having been deliyered 
of u child in 180^. The reader will not fail to observe, that 
Sir John Dougtirs and his wife had positively and solemnly 
averred this fact, upon their oaths, before the Commissioners. 
But the fact proted to be a fiction ; and the witnesses were 
demonstrated to have been guilty of perjury. As perjury ia 
not a crime of very common growth, nor of very easy purchase 
in this country, I may reasonably ask, what could prompt per-' 
sons who occupied such a station in society as Sir John and 
Lady Douglas, to expose themselves to the public abhorrence^ 
and to perpetual infamy, by the perpetration of such an execra- 
ble atrocity? It may be said tha^ the familiar intercourse 
which for two or three years had subsisted between them and 
the Princess, had, for some time previous to the year 1806, 
been interrupted by a state of desertion, and subsequently ,of 
animosity. The Princess, whose intuitive discriminatioa of 
character is one of her most distinguishing properties, had pro« 
bably discovered that there was a Secret thread of connexion 
between them and a certain house in Pali IMall. Thia occa« 
•toned the primary coldness, and the subsequent alienation. 

But enmity, even where existing in a high state of exas« 

peration, does not commonly produce perjury — and perjury 

against whom ? The King*s nie<;e, and the then heir appa« 

rent's wife. Is it likely that if Sir John and Lady Douglas 

. had not received some latent instigation, I know not how ov 

3 
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from whom, but is it probable, if they had apt been incited 
by some more cogent motive than the impul^ of an ordinary 
quarrel, that they would so falsely have accused the Princess 
of a crime which was designed to deprive her at once of 
honour and uf life ? 

That Sir John Douglas and his wife were perjured in the 
evidence which they gave before the Commissioners in 1806^ 
is as certain as that the Lords Erskine, Spencer, Grenville, and 
Ellenborough, existed in that year. — But the question again 
recurs— ^would their personal malice alone, have been sufficiently 
envenomed to procreate such a crime, if no more powerful 
agency had been interposed ? When we recollect the Milan 
Commission, and the immense sum which it has cost the 
country, to procure depositions against her present Majesty 
in Italy, we cannot but conjecture, that Sir John and Lady 
Douglas were influenced in the evidence which they gave, by 
some more stimulating incitement, than even that of their own 
individual malignity. 

The reader will observe, that while the Commissiouei-s 
acnuit the Princess of the main charge, they still cast an impu- 
tation of blam^, on some particulars of her then Royal High- 
ness's conduct. But here, these Commissioners were guilty of 
inconsiderate precipitancy, if not of the most unbecoming par- 
tiality and injustice : for they cast blame upon the conduct of 
the Princess, only upon an e^ parte examination, without 
affording to her Royal Highness an opportunity of facing the 
witnesses, or producing a particle of ^videijce.in vindication of 
her character. 

If her Royal Highpess had been permitted to fac^ her ac- 
cusers, or to rebut the evidence, the Commissioners, much as . 
they were at that time inclined to gratify a certain amiable 
personage, would not have d^red to cast the smal^st impu- 
tation upon h^r exalted chatactt^r, ox have advise^i his Majesty, 
as they did, in conjunction with the rest of the ministers, in % 
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•« Kdimte «f cabinet," dated January «5th, 1807, to gite 
w ii «m(W«« admomtunC^ to her Royal Highness, to be " more 
th^mspeet in herjvtttte conduct.^^ 

At this pefiod, the cabinet was filled with a sort of Hybrid 
miofetrjr, cof^k^sed of the friends of Fox and of Qrenville, who 
W«re then called the " Prince's friends " for whicH friendship 
Ibis paragon of sincerity evinced his regard by dismissing 
them from bis presence, as soon as he camejnto power. I 
flball next quote the minute of council which contains the 
censure of the Whigs, and of their then associates, upon her 
present Majesty, when Princess of Wales* 

' "MINUTE OP CABINET, 

JDoiiMiiiig Street^ January 95, 1807. 

PRBSBNT. 

^ The Lord Chtoeellor, Lord Viscount Howiek^ 

Lord Plresident, Lord Grenville, 

LordPriry Seal) Lord Ellenborough, 

Earl Spencer, Mr. Secretary Windfaam, 

Barl of Moira, Mr. Orenville. 

Lord Henry Petty, 

"Your Majesty's confidential servants have given the most 
dilfgent and attentive consideration to the matters on which 
your Majesty, has been pleased to require their opinion and 
advice. They trust your Majesty will not think that any apo- 
logy is necessary on their part, for the delay which has attended 
their deliberations, on a subject of such extreme importance, 
and which they have found to b^ of the greatest difficulty 
and embarrassment — They are fully convinced that it never 
can have been your Majesty's intention to require ffom them, 
that they should lay before your Majesty, a detailed and cir- 
cumstantial examination and discussion of the various argu- 
ments and allegations, contained in the letter submitted to 
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your Majesty, by the Law Advisers of the Princess of Wales* 
And they beg leave, with ali humility, to represent to yowr 
Majesty, that the laws and constitution of their country have 
not placed them in a situation in which they can condusirely 
pronounce on any .question of guilt or innocence, affecting 
any of your Majesty's subjects, much less one of your Ma- 
jesty's Royal Family. They have, indeed, no power or 
authority whatever, to enter on such a course of inquiry, as 
could alone lead to any final results of such a nature. The 
Qiain question on which they had conceived themselves called 
upon by their duty, to submit their advice to your Majesty, 
was this, — whether the circumstances which had, by your Ma- 
jesty's commands, been brought before them, were of a na- 
ture to induce your Majesty to order any further steps to be 
taken upon them, by your Majesty's Government? And on 
this point, they humbly submit to your Majesty, that the ad« ' 
vice which they offered, was clear and unequivocal. Your 
Majesty has since been pleased further to require, that they 
should submit to your Majesty their opinions as to the answer 
to be given by your Majesty to the request, contained in the 
Princess's letter, and as to the manner in which that answer 
should be communicated to her Royal Highness. They have, 
therefore, in dutiful obedience to your Majesty's commands, 
proceeded to re-consider the whole. of the subject, in this nev ' 
view of it; and after much deliberation, they have agreed 
humbly to recommend to your Majesty, the draft of a mes- 
sage, which, if approved by your Majesty, they would humbly 
suggest your Majesty might send to Her Royal Higlmess, 
through the Loid Chancellor, IJaving before humbly sub- 
mitted to your Majesty their opinion, that the facts of the case 
did not warrant .their advising that any further steps sjiouid be 
taken upon it by your Majesty's Government, they have not 
thought it necessary to advise your Majesty any longer to de- 
cline receiving the Princess into your Royal presence. Bu,t 
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the result of tbe w^iole case does, in their judgment, render it 
indispensable that your Majesty should, by a serioiis admonition^ 
convey to her Royal Highness, yoiir Majesty's expectation (hat 
her Royal Highness should be more circumspect in her future 
conduct; and they trust, that in the terms in which they hare 
adrised, that such admonition should be conveyed, your 
Majesty will not be of opiftion, on a full consideration of the 
evidence and answer, that they can be considered as having 
at all exceeded the necessity of the case, as arising out of the 
last reference which your Majesty has been pleased to make to 
them," 

The following is the manner in which his late Majesty con- 
* veyed that admonitory censure upon the Princess which Lord 
Grenville and his auxiliary Whigs had so unjustifiably recom- 
inended. 

' " The King having referred to his confidential servants the 
proceedings and papers relative to the written declarations 
which had been before his Majesty, respecting the conduct of 
the Princess of Wales, has been apprized by them, that, after 
the fullest consideration of the examinations taken on that 
subject, and of the observations and affidavits brought for- 
ward by the Princess of Wale^V legal advisers, they agree io 
the opinions submitted to his Majesty in the original Report of 
th^ four Lords, by whom his Majesty directed that the matter 
should in the first instance be inquired into ; and that, in the 
present stage of the business, upon a mature and deliberate 
view of this most important subject in all its parts and bear- 
ings, if is their opinion that the facts of this case do not war- 
rant their advising that any further step should be taken in the 
business by his Majesty's Government, or any other proceed- 
ings instituted upon it, except such only as his Majesty's 
law servants may, on reference to them, think fit to recom- 
mend for the presecutioa of Lady Douglas, on those pitrts of 
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h^ depdgitiQiis yMfik may appetr ta them to bt josdy lUhte 

tberaUx 
** Iq thU ntuatioD, his Majesty is n^Tised that U is no 

l(^B^Qdr nec^sary for tun to declio« ctqeii^iig ^ ^incots inta 

hi» royal praseooa. 

<' The King sees, with great 8at]a&i;tipn» the i^;reeinent of 

his confidential sefv^nts, in the deci4ed opuiioo espcsssed by 

the foar Lords apon the falsehood of the afoqasations of pn^ 

nancy and deiiirery, bconght fonjraf4 «CMi»^ -^ Pnaoess bj 

I^y Douglas. 
'* On the other matters prodnoed in the coarse of the lo* 

quiry, the King vs advised that none of the facts or all^gatioiui 
stated in pi^auowry evimiaatioos, cMcried^oa in the absence 

of the parties intereatedi <;an be oonsid/eced as Icfally, or ooor* 
clusively, established. But in those exfuninations, and even 
in the answer drawn in the name of the^ Princess by her legal 
adrieers, there hate appeared drcunstanoes of conduct on 
the part of the PrinGes9» whi9hhis.H^9^r.oe^er could regard 
but with serious concern. Tbe elevated mikvwhich the Prin* 
cess holds in this country, and the sejation in "^hieh she stands 
to his Majesty and the Royal Famjlj, miMt i(^n)s^9 4eeply 
inv€>lvo both the ioteresta ef the 8tata ami the p^nsonal 
Mifk§^ 6( hie M«jesty» in the propriety a^d ^Qrf €!ctOb9tti of 
hei conduet. ^ And hia Majesty caoAOt thesefojie forbear to 
eapress, in the conclosion of the buaina^ his desire and ex* 
pectation that such a -conduct may in future be observed hj 
the Princesa as may fully justify those marks of paternal re* 
gard and affection which the King. always wishes tashew to 
every part of his Royal Family. ' 

** His Majesty has directed that this message should be 
tsausmitted to the Princess of Walea» by his liord Chancellor^ 
and that copies of the proceediAgs whipb had taken place on 
the sut^t should also be comn^uiii<^t^ jta his dearly beieyed 
Son the Prince of Wales.'' 
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'< Mon^fl^ Bouie, JaMtuary tO(K» 1807, 

If yotnr HfljoBty^idiiffectiM, was yesCeiday trviMBitted 16 mt 
fey tli6 Lord GiwiiosHor, and to expiWB the ittfittgiied hapjri^ 
liesfr wMdi I dtrited fron one part of it* I meui At! wUeB 
ififonns me that your Majesty's coofidsntial senraafts htLre, ttt 
lengthy thoc^ht pioper to commuiiicate to your Majesty their 
ndTice^ * Aatit is AChlottger ao eeie ar y for your Majesty to de- 
^dSae reeeMsg me iaio your Royal PktasAcew' And I» 
terefiMy himMy hope, that yosr Maj^ ^nTAMgMkmAf 
pleased to'«e«te» with faYOiir, Ute* eomwiiiAeatioA of m^iiw 
tentioii to aT«a nyself, widk yoar MigeeiyV penaMoa, ^ 
fltttt advioe» for As puiposis of waitiog epM ysow Majesty eifl 
Monday next, if Aat day AovM boI hd iMOttVlndent ; whetf 
I hope agafat to faato A» happiaesa of dvownag iriyirif^ ill 
flbildnty ofliditfiheAmi at yout Mi^y'i fest* 

« Your Majesty wSI eaaily eoneeifv^ tlUft I ^ehietiltiiiy 
mono so disiaiit a day as llentef» btti I dsi i&ot foAmfm^ 
sufflctmidy reeotered from the measks to fmattare upoHr S6 iMtg 
a drito at wet eailier day. Feslkig, howofSTi tteiy anxidss fti* 
le^ve agam, as soon as posiiMe^ ikmt MeaS^ 6t Whii^ 1 
h a r e b e en so long deprived, if Ait day should happen to be» 
in any degree, inconTenient, I ht^Uy snMttC a»d viapldf^ 
your Majesty's most gracious and paternal goodness to name 
' some other day, as eaify as possible^ for that pnipose; 
« I am, &c. 

^(Signed) G.R [ 

^'«"«ia.tha'Kiag," 

c 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



JiW INTRODUCTION. 

Sii^tr^btiWOfxuNit when this mo9i i^rad, but most cmitbW 
lady, who had been so barbarously vilified by de&men, * }n ^ 
were probably hired, and were certainly perjured, was about to 
^-^f'*^*"^^"®^ *^ ^^® presence of her revered sovereign, and to 
be Aus openly acknowledged to the world to have been most 
unjustly calumniated, her hopes were dashed to the ground, 
afld.^ cheering prospects again obscured by the. intenr^tioa 
o^.tbat personage, with whom she had enjoyed so many loB^ 
hours of connubial happiness. This benevolent interventioa 
IfaB announced to the Princess by the folbwing.note iiQxn his 
lale. Majesty: 

" Wind8or CaxOt, February 10(*, 1807. 
,: ".Aji.thePrwacess of Wales may have been led to. expect, 
Drpm the King's .letter to h«r,, that he woujdjx an early day 
fiwr se«Dg bet,, his. M«yf8ty^ thinks it right .to ^qu^^ntther, that 
Ibe Princse.: off Wales, upon receiving the .several documenUii 
pbi^h the.'KJing. directed his Cabinet to. transmit. to Jifm, made 
1^. fp^al Q(Hn9)!iiBication..to him 'of% his .intendpn.tp put them 
into the hands, of his lawyers; acepmpanied by.a reqiiestj^.that 
his Majesty would, suspend. May further steps in , the business, 
until the.Princ^pf WaleS: should b^ enabled.tp .^bmit to him 
the statement, ji^l^ch he proposed to make. Tbe«Kingi; tfausre- 
fore* considers it incun^bent upon him to defetr oaminga day. 
to the Pjincess of Wales, until the further result of the 
Prince's intention shall bi^ve been made known to. him. 

m: .. ; ^^(Signed) GEORGE R.., 

c « To the Prineciss of Waleff." ,. i 

This un{NravQ)(ed, and, indeed, ^ wantonly cruel interpo- 
sition of the illustrious consort to exclude his innocent wife 
from the royal favour, and to keep her still merged in the 
shade of suspicion, or of infamy, could not but excite her honest 
indignation. The indignation which her Ro^al; Harness. 
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IbU on iM* (oeoaiiion waBsueh a« ^erery Mhi^dQkl 1fiMJIi%ei, 
H^Nlio was not enHrely callous to eVery sentiment of juatfefe^AWl 
liuinanhy/ *'^* 

' The condact of lier RoyalHiglmess had lately imdergbfl^ 
the st^ttest scratiny. The most insidious 'treaclMry,'th4Sf rh§^k 
tinblashing falsehood^ and the most diabdlical malr^it^^' H^ 
poised by corruption, and impelled by powerj had been^sfetPSl 
iirray for her destmcftioni*^ Yet, though her dharacter had lipaf 
thus assailed, though the investigatioii fo \vhich it h«dibee«k 
vui^ectedhad, in fact, beeaf the inqutsitioh rather ^f^mniH^ 
t^an of justice, still it was'so strong in reciilude,<'sd'iihbniffpl§y 
tmempi ^om anything Hke eriminality, that even hetchasbiaiidk 
fidenda could iiot* bring theinfeeilFes to: charge her. mith.. amy 
fthing but a ftttle venial indiscretion. :A[ll)tfaat tb^; caa^»sar^ 
or ad^^lhis Majesty to.say, in disparagement of th&iViacM, 
vrasty that hec Royad Highness waa not eufficientiy f '^^nrotni^ 
apaae.*' •. ^ \- v.;: .. .- ■••T.'-';«r (A 

When the character of thePrincesa of. Wales ihad q^ilne.pil||i 
and untouched from such a fiery ordeal in the admini«traitiai» 
ef Lord Grenville, who would not have imagined [thkl hermit 
luatrioua consort, wouldi have celebrated thc^ confirmatibaoif 'libr 
innocence not only with a festival, but with a jubil^.?> -Who 
would not have supposed that he would have exulted at her 
acquittal, and Have rejoiced in possessing a wife whose purity 
of mind, and integrity orchaifacter, were not only without re- 
proach, but were so uncontioninftted as to defy the most minute 
aud most hostile inveeltgatiod. But, alas! the amiable consort 
«f the Princess, instead of sympathising with the long, aftries 
of persecutions which she had undergone^ determined tfafiai ^ 
should be exposed to fresh vexations, and to- new trialSj. ''*' -jilT 

And if my Lord Grenville and his associates bad remaifjSlt 
in office, it is probable that they would have gratifii^d HM 
Prince as. they have done in a former instance, at the eispence 
of what every upright politician will deem honourable eondu^ 
and virtuous consistency. c 2 
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and entire non-refermeitr, was broken to pieoes, an4 ^fstWMl 
wHh i^omifty jby bit Uite Mtjeity^ Tbeit i^veiwm^ ytho 
Ibid been Uie ddendert of the peieecvted Pmoeai^ 0Mfpid 
ifMo tbe place of my Lord Gmivilie apd bis condjvtomi. A» 
Ibehtter by tbeir ninnte in ooanoil; wbicb I buve quoted m 
f%^ twi^ bad left e stain npon tbe cbwmter of Ae PfiiMseaii^ 
Ibe new n}inist>y» wbidb oonaieted o( tbe Doke ef Portland^ 
ibe Leids Eldoo, Camden, Weatmofebgid, Chatbam, Castle^ 
f eagb, Batbnnt, fte. aeled wttb aomewbal mom of eqwtf » 
jind kea of inoonaiatnicy, tban tbeir prodeoeaeora, end puMiabod 
f minute of councii^ in wbiob ibey declared, in opposition ixi 
Hhtt expsem declaration of dieir piedecessora in office* tbat tbe 
mmor cbaiges against b«r Royal Highness were eitbeir satis* 
Ibetofily contt adieted, or rested npon cTidence of sudb doebl* 
M antbority, as to render it, in their judgment, wndeaena^ 
^ ^n^M, But tbe wbole ndntite deaenrea to bo peodiieed, 
tm k iemaim a most iasportant tesdmony in hwom of bar 
Xoyal Hlgbneas's inneeence, by .those yery peraone who, since 
abe lias become Queen, bate posted tbemselfes in tbe rank 
vt her dimst aocnsers, and most inveterate enemies. 

« MINUTE OF COUNCIL, 
« Ayril 21^ ia07- 

^^PEBSnTTt 

»* Tbe Lord Chancellor (Bl- Tbe Lesd President (Camden) 
doQ) The Lord Privy Seal (West* 

9the Duke of Portland moreland) 

The Eari of Chi^iam The Earl of Bathnrst 

Wsoount Castkrsagh Lord Mulgrave 

Mr. Secretary^ Canning Lord Hawkesbury. 

•* Your Majesty's confideBtial servants have, in obedience 
t^ your Majesty's commandi^ most attentively considemd the 
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ongiottl Chax^M said B^rt, the MmaM of Evi4en^f a^d ril- 
lb« other papets. submitted ta the consideration of your Mi^.^ 
jesiy, oa the subject of thoee charges .against her Royal Highf 

ness the Priacess of WaleS.-: ^In thev stage in which thie. bib 

sineas is brought. uoder their consideration, they do not fee\ 
tbemselTjBs called upon to give any opinion as. to the proceed-H 
ing itaelff or to. the mode of investigation in which it lias b^^<i^ 
thought proper to ocmduct.it.. But adyerting to the advice' 
wJbich 19 stated by his. Royal Highness the Prince of Wales tdk 
haste directed his conduct, your Majesty's confidential sertantlS' 
a:raan3doustoiiBpresa.upon your Majesty their con victioil that* 
his Royal Highness could not, under such advice, consistentlfi 
with his public duty, have done otherwise than lay befiore: 
your Majesty the Statement and Examinations which wei^ 
submitted to him ujpon this subject.*^— After the most deli-) 
berate consideration, however, of the evidence which has beenj 
brought before the Commissioners, and of the previous exami*'. 
nations, as well as of the answer and observations which hare^ 
been submitted to your Majesty upon them, they feel it neces- 
sary to declare their decided concurrence in the clear and una- 
nimous opinion of the Commissioners, confirmed by that ot> 
all your Majesty's late confidential servants, that the two main ' 
charges ^ alleged against her Royal Highness the- Princess of 
Wales, of pregnancy and delivery, are completely disproved;} 
and they further submit-to your Majesty, their unanimous ofi^ 
nion, that all the otjber particulars of conduct brought in aoCHr 
sation against her Royal Highness, to which the char,aptey*0!f> 
<aimkiaUty can be ascribed, are either satisfactorily contrBdj^t- 
ed, or rest upon evidence of such a nature, and Kbich' was.^ 
given under such circumstances, as render it, in the jg^gmg f r ^ , 
of. your Majesty's confidential servants, undeserving of credi.ti,: 
—-^Your Majesty's confidential servants, therefore, concurring^ 
inthat part of the opinion of your late servants, as stated inr 
their vMiaute of ibe-25th January, that there is m longer ^jt 
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netmMy for your MajMiy hemg adviidl l» dtoliM \ 
t}m Pnacess into yovr Royal PreMoco. hambly tubnit to yottr^ 
MiyoEAy» tM it is esBentMUy iMce«Mry, m jmdio§ t» Adr ifaytf 
JEl^AfMw, oiM^ yW* A« hotuntr mtd iwkretU of ytiir Mgt$lfm 
Jplu8trimL8 Family, tkai her Rtyal Hi^^titm the Pirimem «f 
iVidM^ $hmdd he admmed wUk «e iiiOe 4el0g a»pMMUe,^il» 
^Mtr Majetiy'e lUyal Preeenee^ ondUudthe ekouU 4« rtedmd 
> m a fMomer due f* J^ nmlr and aMioii, vi your Majttt^^ 
Gitert and Aiiitfy.-«— — Your Majesty^e cnMaiitial 
idso beg 1mv« to rabmit to, your MftJMly, ^t 
that it may be necessary that your Majesty's Ckivpniaeak 
sbould possess the moans of Mferrisig to tbe sla»e of tbis tnuna* 
action, it is of the utmost importance that tbsse doeomeatB^ 
JbnnonstratifDg; the giouiid on which your Mqest^ has pr^ 
eeeded, should be presenred in safe co^tody; and that for that 
purpose the originalsy or authentie copies of all these papers^ 
Aould be sealed op and deposited in the offiee of your M»* 
jesty's Principal Secretary of Sta^" 

He tieatsaeat which her Majesty has expsrieaced from the 
ftffimiit political parties in the State» merits some remark* 
When Prinoess of Wales, in 1806, she was eriminaled by the 
W^iigs, and vindicated by the Tories.«--The Whigs were anxious 
to please the Prince; and for that purpose, went farther thi^ 
the severity of the law, or the impaitiai feeing of equky, would . 
justify, in giving ifTeight to the calumnies against the eharaoter 
of the Princess* 

In IBIS, tbe Princess of Wales was deserted by the sBiidslen 
who had been her champions in 1906, vdetehtfcmse waamost> 
aMy advocated by tbe intrepidity of ti» kts Mr» Whitbiead,; 
and some of bis friende in the Honse of Commons, in the 
paresent uneonstitntiooal, and tyvannica) procedure aagaioether 
Majesty, of which I shall ptobaUy spei^ more at length in a 
LeHer to Iiord Sldon, she is pereeooted by the very mM, who 
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w^Mf «^p|NMtoi fav^wheB Mttiled l»f aimllirdiwigoi in I80i« 
It wuinn, that htr lifej^ty's p^kicd frieadft ktLte alwayt be-: 
come hor. enentiei, the inoMeat ibey saw a ehanpe of acquirkig 
potrar,l»f datorttBg ker cause* lo 1806* the Wbi^ esdieavoured 
to^aeoara tkm farour of his Roral Highaeas, by the part wfakJk 
tiMf took io iafestlgalittg the eondtict of ^ PriaceaBi^ 

. Th&f knt tbaiBsalvea as aaara tools to the purpoaaa of tka 
Prince. In 1807« the Toriaa wttaha the Prinoaas their Mepphig 
si^tieiBito {daoa and power. In 18M» thbae who were the 
advocatea of the Prmcess in 1806, are become her anost i»^ 
Taterala icffoaem. But the Whigs, cooscioiis of the stain thef 
biFoaght upon thceraalTea by their coodtict to the Plridcaas of 
Wales in 1906^7^ are at present standing alo<^, waiting for an 
opportunity, in ovd«r to obtain a- footing, by which they may 
^iaab up into ^ seats of their opponents. The Qneen, in faet, 
can cerpect no firm <^ consistent support either from the Tories 
or the Whigs. The mi^n safety of her Mi^ty must rest on 
the afifectiona of the peq>Ie» particulariy those of the middle 
ranks, where so large a portion of the yiftne.and intelligence of 
te oommnnity resides. Her Majesty has little to expect eithisr 
from the hierarchy in the church, olrfrom the oligarchy in the 
state. But if, diverting our attention frcmi the interested few» 
we take a compsekeosiveTtew of the community, we shall find 
that all which is most raluable in virtue or in talents, is to bd 
found, ranged crn the side of the Queen. Her cause, is tin 
cause of inooeance, of justice, and knmanity. Ho female ra 
tke aanalff of the wcHrld, of her hi|^ rank and station, was ev«r 
Seated with so much cruelty, aiaatled with so many insults, or 
pnotied to destmetion with such unmitigated ferodty. Tfaa 
oanae of the Qoeen^ which is the cause of the country, most ul^ 
timaiely pravaik I ought hereto mention, the obligatioaa 
wl»ch acB doe to Akbrroan Wood» for the zsal and intrepidity 
which he mani£asted» in cOBductang the Queen to this coontny^- 
The assiduity and th.e diligence, the justice^ and tlie bnmaiiitf 
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Mflach this niiMphisticaled, opngbt, and 
had displayed ib his double mayoralty, . had already pFOOnnadl 
for him a civic gariaad, that will not faadtly fade* The bea«> 
of the conqueror was never boaad with suchan-imperisfaablA 
wreath. But by his services in. restoring the Queen- to. Imt 
people, and in animating theenthasiasm of the people in lavooc 
<^ their Qtteen^ the Alderman^ has meiited a placeroC Qocom- 
mon splendour in the page of history. 

With those who merit hbnoari^le mention, among tiift 
friends of the Queen, the name of Parr will occupy a^plaoft 
of pre-eminence in the temple of fame. Without, being, in* 
timidated by favour, or seduced by intejnesty Ur. Parr faaa 
long kept a steady course, both in r^igion and in poUlips^ 
The immortal principle of integrity has been his only guides 
and, in every vicissitude of circumstances, hovhas steadily pXMC^ 
tised that consistency of rectitude, of which, we so often de- 
plore the want, and so seldom see the reality. While pro8*i 
trate selfishness, or- mercenary expectancy, is doing homage 
to the King, the Doctor ha^ dared to pray for the Queen*. 
May his prayers be heard! May. the supreme Author of 
all good, humble the pride, repress the cruelty, and extio-i 
guish the rancour of her enemies ! 

As I have had occasion to mention ' with strong disappro- 
bation the conduct of th^ Whigs to the persecuted Princess 
in 1806, I must here stop to . remark, that my Lord £rskina 
has lately made her Majesty the Queen the amende howyrahley 
by the. strong, downright^ and. argumentative speech which^ 
his Lordship delivered in favour of the petition which the 
Queen had presented to the House, for a list of the witnesses' 
that were to be brought forward in support of the charges' 
against her Majesty. There ere besides several other peers^ 
as well as. various members of the -lower house, who merit, 
no ordinary praise, for the part which they hare acted with 
i^qpect to the Queen. 

I 
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,lt1 
hitf y idat b imb¥k b o m^a, Iwg Myity owes aaihiig to < 
jrfOM gite^t |MHit9 in tilt vtati^ Sh* has bam, bf tiin»» db* 
fended aod aemecl, carMied aad iwrilad, flafttarad mi Im^ 
mf^A, by bo*. Belh Tofiea aad Wbigs, and Wfaigt and 
Tonasy bvre eo — idowd bar loUa natamt bar j 
bar wneaeraad, bar voawpecliiig baart, aa mem 
b;f wbieb tbay were to gratify ibair aqodid aalisbnaaa, and 
ttair 1o# mkidtd anibitioii. Tbia noat benefieeni of woaiaii^ 
iM» nradi rafvitad lady, tbk deeply iajurad Queen, baa ui 
01M pariod of bar life baaii saerifioad to tbe ▼engeance^of tbn 
fnmc&y and id another to tbat of tbe ■ Whs, not 

aaqsainted witb tbe dUttax of infeany, fo wbkh political ba aoi 
ana een aometinee be eablifiied«-^who, not knowing tbe mint* 
daa^ wbicb tbe rapadty of place, and tbehut of eniolnaient,eaft 
albet !tt tbe etateamen of this conn^ — who, not ignonuil 
of these tfainga, would not deem it incfodiUe, nay io^Niaaible^ 
tbkt' tbe preeent acooaeiB of her Majesty, abenid be the tnry 
sane men who signed tbe mindleof connotU on April Mal^ 
tWT, (page XETfii), in which they aoleninly declared, tbat tbo 
tten two main ebnrgea against her Royal Highnesa tbe Frin* 
cess of Wales, were *' coiin.«TELT DisFnornn ;*' and thai 
Ofery other paitienhur in the fbnl accusations against her eatU 
mdbie character, wera ** eiiker Moti^tmiiy wrUrmdieUi^ or 
rated npen eoufenoa ef snoh a noficre, ^mtf whkh toaa gum 
tmdsrsHokotmfmsfitmces,'* as to render it *< UNDBSBBiriHO 09 
OBSDrr.** Yet we now find these same ministers in the persona 
of my Lords Ekbn, Liverpool, Westmoreland, Bathurst, and 
Gastlereagh, in 1990, listening eagerly to charges against her 
Royal' Highness when ascended to the pre'*eminent dignity of 
Qoeen, which most, in their TSry nature, and from aH the aa* 
sociated eiicumstances,' be less credible than the. accusations in 
ISOO. Nay,itismorethansuspected; fortheacbttowled^edex* 
penses of tbe Milan Commission lead directly to the belief, tbat 
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most .of the dqiositioiis which hvm been seraph if|CMLthe;iefy 
dregs of bumen infamy, and put into tbiB green -bags, wem not 
ToluDtary offeriogs of falsehood, but commodities .purchased^ 
like beef and mutton, in the market .of p^jivy. 

Will it be believed in a future .itgOy tkit my Lofd Bldoa^ 
whose conscience would furnish secuples encMgh 4o»' makA « 
whole society of Jesuits, that this -nol^ I^aer^ who h^A 
sanctioned the famous, the never-to-be- fcii]gotten minat|» m 
Council, in 1807, should in 1820 become QUf^ of the moat 
Tiolent accusers of her Majesty, and shottld.giva his opu^te» 
muice .to green bags, putre^eent with the ^j^tb of 9ltfid^f> 
against thi& honour of the Queen? Will it be belieyed tbat 
nyliord Liverpool, of whom I bad once augnred h^Ufif 
things, and who himself was u party to the. famous mioote*^ 
council in favour of th^- Queen, could beind)mpe4 to brifig ia 
au bill not only proclaiming her Majesty to be an ad«lfr§^ 
but actually ihseateqing to hurl her from |hc^ throne? Wha;| 
i|rottld the immortal Burke have said if he had lived ta nfit*^ 
DS8s< such fevents^ and to see the majesty of a Queen treated . 
with hardly. any more reverence than if she i^ere a prpstitult 
in .the street?-— If his enraptured chivalry woi^d.hftv^ cai)se4 
tm thousand swords to leap from their scabbards ii^.^ouf of a» 
French Queen, what would it have done in favour of ^ WQiPi^ 
of mpre undoubted worth and of more ^anscendent exc^l-« 
lence ? What would have been his sentiments, if he b^d beei\ 
living in this period, when the royal majesty of an English 
Queen was forced, by the most unparalleled tyranoy and th». 
most revolting turpitude, to. seek a pillow of repose for ber. 
aching head and her bleeding heart, in a small house in Port'^ 
man Street? With what feelings would his frame have fired, 
iKfbat indignation ^piild he have expressed if he hadcontem* 
plated an English Queen, the consort of the reigning sove- 
reign, attractive foi her beauty and unrivalled for her wit^«-* 
not only deserted by the nobility, but actually persecuted by 
those who ought to be the very flower of chivalry ? 
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At tbe spectacle of such accumulated indigaitres and- such 
unparalleled wrongs inflicted on a queen of so much personal 
beauty, so much moral worth, and such resplendent intellect, 
would not his eloquence have kindled into a transport that 
would hare made every Briton's sword leap from its scab- 
bard to maintain the rights and to vindicate the honour of a 
persecuted Queen ? 



In writing this Introduction^ I have performed what I 
deemed a sacred obligation. I have been influenced by no 
motives but those which (he love of justice, and the interests of 
humanity inspiced. The rapidity with which the exigency of * 
the case, in the midst' of other numerous avocations, faat 
caused me to wiite,' has probably occasioned many errors in 
the composition. Whatever errors there may be of that kind, 
they will, 1 trust, experience a mitigated censure ; but I claim 
no indulgence for any errors in the sentiments I have uttered, 
or in the principles I haye vindicated. ' ^ 



SpeedUy will be publblted, 
BY THE AUTHOR OF THE INTRODUCTION, 

A LETTER TO LORD ELDON, 

ON THS 

TYRANNY IN THE SPIRIT AND THE INIQUITY IN THE 
CONDUCT OF THE PRESENT PROCEEDINGS 

AGAINST HER MAJESTY, THE QUEEN. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



Thb defence which follows was written by her 
INresent Majbsty wheo Phincbsk of Walma, and md- 
dreMedtothelateTeaeraUeKtii^* ItiaftfeiysatiBAMteiy 
vincfication of her Majesty from all die fbul charges by 
which she was at diat time assailed. It is a stream of 
reasoning at once lucid and alroiifr It leavtsa aotbing 
hesitating in the mind ; it carries contiction as it goes ; 
and it merits a perusal, not only as a luninotts vindicaticm 
of her Majesty, but as a fine tpecimen of dose and cog^t 
reasoning. 
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QUEEN'S DEFENCE, 



TO THE KING*. 

SiBX, 

JEmPRESSED with the deepest sentiments of gratilndc^ fttr 
the cottitiniiance and protection! which I have hitherto ^mn^ 
fojrmly reoeived from ^nour Bfojesty;. I approach you witb a 
heart undismayed upon this occasion^ so awfol and mooKti^ 
Cfeus to my character>.mj honour, and my happinen« I should 
indeed' (ander chaf^ sach as have now been broaghC 
i^BSt me)j prove mysetf undeserving of the oontinnance of 
thati Gounteaance and protection^ and altofethec unworthy of 
the high station which I hold in your Mf^esty^s iiluatiaous fii^ 
mily, if I sought for any partiality, ior any indu^noe^ Ibr 
any tiling! mere than what isl doe to^ me injustice. My entiee 
Gohfidence in your Majesty's virtues- assures me, that I cai» 
not meet with; less,. 

The iituatton -winch I have been sohappy as to>hold iayouf 
liajtaty78 9aodropiBion.and esteem;, my stalionan yonr Ma^ 
jiesty^s aogudt fimsilyr; my life, my honour^ and> through 
poine, the honour of your Majesty's family; have been attached^ 
Sic John and Lady Dougks have attempted to support a direct 
and' precise charge, by which tiiey have dared to impute to 
nae the enormous gwilt of High Treaaon, committed in the 
foul crime of adultery. In. this charge the extravagance of 
their malice^ haa defeated itself. The Report of the Lords 
Conunissioners, aotiog' under your MajeMy's warmol, hat 
moat fidly ckaied- me of that chaige. Bnt there remain iai^ 
■ ■ • 

* fiif lale Mig«flty. ' 

B 
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2 THE QUEEirS DEFENCE. 

paUitioii9» stmngdy taactioned sod coaotenaticed bj that 
Report, on which I cannot remain silent, without incurriog 
the most fiital consequences to my honour and character. 
For it states to your Majesty, that " The circumstances de- 
tailed against me must be credited till they are decisively con- 
tradicted." 

To contradict, with as much decision as the contradiction 
of an accused can convey, to expose the injustice aiid malice 
of my enemies, to shew the utter impossibility of giving credit 
to their testimony, and to vindicate my own innocence, will 
be the objects. Sire, of this letter. In the course of my pur- 
suing these objects, I shall have much to complain of in the 
substance of the proceeding itself, and much in the manner of 
conducting it. That any of these charges should ever have 
been entertained, upon testimony so little worthy of belief, 
which betrayed in every sentence the malice in which it 
originated ; that, even if they were entertained at all, your 
Majesty should have been advised to pass by the ordinary 
legal modes of inquiry into such high crimes, and to refer 
them to a Commission open to all the objection which 
I shall have to state to such a mode of inquiry; that the 
Commissioners, after having negatived the principal charge 
of substantive crime, should have entertained considerations 
of matters, that amounted to no legal offence, and which 
were adduced, not as substantive charges in themselves, 
liut as matters in support of the principal accusation; that 
through the pressure and weight of their official occupa- 
tions, the]f did not, perhaps could not, bestow that attention 
on the case, which, if given to it, must haw enabled them to 
detedt the villany and falsehood of my accusers, and their 
foul .conspiracy against me ; and must have preserved my 
-character from, the weighty imputation which the authority 
.of the Commissioners has, for a time, cast upon it ; but, above 
all, that they should, upon this ex forte examination, with- 
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cmt hearing one word that I could urge, have reported to 
your Majesty, an opinion on these matters so prejadicial to 
my honour, and from which I can have no appeal to the 
laws of the country (because the charges, constituting no 
legal offence, cannot be made the ground of a judicial 
Inquiry). These, and maiiy other circumstances connected 
with the length of the proceeding, which have cruelly aggra- 
vated, to my feelings, the pain necessarily attendant upon 
this Inquiry, I shall not be able to refrain from stating, and* 
urging, as matters of serious lamentation at least, if not of 
well-grounded complaint. 

In commenting, upon any part of the cireumstances which 
have occurred in the course of this Inquir]^ whatever obser* 
vations I may be compelled to make upon any of them> I 
trust I never shall forget what is due to officers in high 
'station and employment under your Majesty. No apology* 
therefore, can be required for any reserve in my expressions 
towards them. But if, in vindicating my innocence against 
the injustice and. malice of my enemies, I should appear to 
your Majesty not to express myself with all the warmth and 
indignation which innocence, so foully calumniated, must 
feel, your Majesty will, I trust, not attribute my forbearance 
to any insensibility to the grievous injuries I have sustained; 
but will graciously be pleased to ascribe it to the restraint I 
have imposed upon myself,. lest, in iendeavouring to'describa 
in just terms the motives, the conduct, the perjury, and all 
the foul circumstances which characterice and establish tha 
malice of my accusers, I might use language which, though 
not unjustly applied to them, might be improper to be used 
by me to any body, or unfit tol^ employed by any body* 
humbly, respectfully, and dutifully addressing your Ma«> 
jesty. 

That a. fit opportunity has occurred. for laying open my 
heart to your Majesty/ perhaps 1 shall, hereafter, have U9 

B2 
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ttMQO to lainait For nore than 4»io ineaxs, J hadbeeaiB^ 
formed, that* qpoo tbe presunptioa^if lome miscoodBct a 
ne, my behaviour had been made the sol^ect of inYeatjgatioii^ 
•nd ID J neighboura' aerrants had been examined coneemiog 
it. . Ajad for some time I had recemd mjaterioiia and india- 
tinct intimationi that aome cnat miachief was meditated ta* 
varda me. And ua all the cifciunatancea of my verj peeo- 
liar aitttatkm, it wiU not be thon^ strange, thai, JionKeTec 
oonsciona I was that I had no /ust cause of fear, I should jet 
feel some uneasjness on tUs accopint. With surprise ^cer- 
tainly (because the first tidings were of a kind to eaciAe suiw 
prise) but without alarm, I received the intelUgeoce, tliat, 
far aome reaaou» a formal ioTeatigation of some parts of «iy 
oonducit had been advised, and had actually taken place# 
His R^al Highness the Duhe «f Kent, on Ike 7th of Jone^ 
awMNiAced It to me. He anoouoced to me — the Pmcess of * 
Waks, in tbe fimt comnMinicatioo made to me, with re^peot 
lo Utts iprooeedi^g, the near approadi of two attorneys (omo 
of tbeas, I since find, tbe solicitor ^mplo^ied by Sir John 
DooiMX olvming lo enter my dwelling, wiib« warrant to 
lake away mm half of my household, for immedjate eaamk 
nation upon « charge agaisttt myself. Of tbe nature of &%t 
ikarge I was tben uninformed. It now appears^ it was the 
charge of High Treason, coaunitled in the infamous crime of 
mivHttfl His Royal Higtmess, T am sure, ^iU do me the 
Justioe to represent to yonr Migesty, that I betrayed no fear» 
that I nmnifested bo symptoms of cooscbus guilt, that I 
aang h t no excuses to prepare, or to tutw, my servants for 
tbe examination which they yvate to undergo. The osdy 
reqnest which I made to^fais ILoyal Highness, was, that be 
voold hMve the noodaess to nemain with me till my servants 
were gone, that he might bear witness, that I had no «o»- 
trmrsatiiBn wA them, befone ihty went. In truili, 5n% my 
r n kiumdelge tfmt some a^mmis misdnef was 
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planniDg againit me, and while I was ignoranl of its quality 
add extent, had been so gr^at, that I could not but rejoice 
at an. event which seemed to promise me an early oppor* 
tuttity of ascertaining what the malice of my enemies in- 
tended against me. 

It has not beeoi indeed, without impatience the most pain* 
fui that I have passed the interval which has since elapsed^ 
When once it was not only known to me, but to the world, 
(for it was known to the world) that inquiry of the gravest 
nature had been instituted into my conduct, I looked to tha 
conclusion, with all the eagerness that could belong to an ab- 
solute conviction, that my innocence, and my honour, to the 
disgrace and confusion of my accusers, would be established; 
and that the groundless malice, and injustice of the whole 
charge would be manifested to the world, as widely as the ca« 
lumny bad been circulated. I knew that the result of an ta 
parte inquiry from its very nature, could not, unless it fully 
asserted my entire innocence, be in any degree just. And ( 
bad^taught myself most firmly to believe, that it was utterly 
impembie, that any opinion, which could, in the smallest 
degree, work a prejudice to my honour and character, could 
ever be expressed in any terms, by any persons, in a Report, 
upon a solemn formal Inquiry, and more especially to your 
Majesty, without my having some notice, and some oppor- 
tunity of being heard. And I . was convinced, that, if the 
Proceeding allowed me, before an opinion was expressed, the 
ordinary means, which accused persons have of vindicating 
their honour and their innocence, my honour and my inno- 
cence must, in my opinion, which could then be expressed, 
be fully vindicated, and effectually established. What then. 
Sire, must have been my astonishment and my dismay, n^Jien 
I saw, 'that, notwithstanding the principal accusation was 
found to be utterly false, yet some of the witnesses to those 
charges which were brought in support of the principal; ac- 
. B 3 
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tMr Qym «iouUii» ito be utterly vnireitky lof credit, ami 
ce»fe4e0U«# ui fo«l »>ii«fiiiMy witb ny fiilae Aoettsers, u^ 
reported to be " free from all suspicion of unfsMOttmble bias;'' 
tt«eir;m»city» << m the jtt<%iiieiit of ifae CQaMsiMHMecs, act 
t^ l» (questioaed ^ .mhI thek ipfanous staHes aod iasioiia-^ 
tlopis j^gaimst me, ito be ^' sueh as deserve tbe iih>s| seriotts 
eocisi^eralnpii, and as miafit b» crediled iiU dedsivdy coo^ 
tadided." 

TJie lo^ttiry, after I tliua Jbad notice of it, eantiaued for 
nbave. two 4lip[Dtbs before tbe report was commuaicated. I 
?f«tur^ not to cpinplain, as if it bad beeo uaaecessarilir 
protcacted. The important duties, and ^ifiaial avocatioaa 
af tbe Noble Lor<)s, appoiated to.isarry it ««, nay oa«^ 
Inrally aepauot for aad isciise aaoie delay. Sul haw* 
ever eacusaUe it may bave been, yai^r Majesty will eatily 
^caH^eive tbe paia and anxiety^ mhkh litis iatjervarof sua* 
peose bas 4»c€asioiied; aad your Mijesty wall aat be sanpris* 
fd if I further represeiit, tbat I bave fouod a gtvata^rava* 
two of lay painful saJSerings* in tbe delay which occurred 
in cosuniiaicating tbe report to ose. For* though it is dated 
on the 14tfa July, 1 did not receive it, notwithstaBdiqg yo«r. 
M^}esty's gracious conimands« till the lltb of Augost H 
was due unquestionably to your Majesty, that tbe resuU lOf 
^ laquiry, commanded by your Mfgesty, ^pon adviee wJMeb 
bad been offered, touching matters of tbe lugbest impof l^ 
abould be first and immediately comnuiaicated to y#«. The 
reipect and honour due to the Prince of Wales» the interesl 
whkh he must necessarily have t^^en in this Inquiry^ cooi- 
bimed to make it indisputably fit, that the result should be 
forthwith i^lso stated to bis Roytd Highness. I complain 
not, t|ierefore, that it was too early commiinicated to any 
one: I €oni|>la]9 only, (and I cofsphMa most seriously^ for I 

2 
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Mi it nuMt ffiverelf) of tte dehy im its coBimiikatiM to 

Runourliad ipfbrawl^lie woiU« that the Mport had bsca 
«»cl^ fOOBMBuiMQated to jfmr If itfeftty, aad to bis Rojfol Utgli* 
Mss* I did sot i«od?e the heoc^l^ toteikkd for me hy yoor 
IMhyesl/a goiGioos o«iDwiBd,lill a laoDtb aRer the rq^ortarea 
aigvad. But t^ same moMMK had f epreseoted me, to aqr 
infinite pnjadice, as in possession of the report, during that 
south, and the nudioe of those, iwho wished to stain my 
hooour, has not fiuled to anggest all that aialice cooM iolci^ 
^MMn ita re aiain iag in that possession -so hing nnootioed. 
May I be ipermitted to say, that, if the aeport acquits bk, tny 
isMiocance emitbd me to receive from those, lo wbon yonr 
Majeaty'a coBHnaads had he«n given, an smtsmiiate notifies* 
tioB of Ihe fact that it did aefuit me. That, if it condeasoed 
joe, the weight of such a sentence should not have been left 
to aettlcE, in any aiind, atuch lets upon yonr Majesty's, ibr a 
snootb, before I could even begin to {M'epare an answer, 
ivhich, when begun, could not speedily be ooneluded ; and 
that, if the report could he represented as both acquitting 
and oondenHiiag me, the reasons, which suggested the pro- 
priety of an early eommuniealian, in eaoh of the fenner 
«asea, coashined to make it proper and necessary in the lat- 
ter. 

And why all consideration of a^y fedings was thus crueUy 
•egincted ; why I was kept upon the rack, during all tUs 
time^ ignotant of the result of a charge, whidi affected my 
honour aod my life; and why, especially in a case, where 
such grave matters wens to continue to be *' credited,^ to 
the prejudice of my honour^ ^' till they were decidedly con- 
Iradicled ;" the means of knowing what it was, that I must, 
at leaat, endeavour to contradict, weie arithboMen from bm^ 
a aingle nnneoeasary hour, I kn«w na^ and I will not trust 
myself in the attempt to eo^iactait. 
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On the nth of Avgostp hoivever, I at length recced, 
from the Lord Chancellor^ a packet containing copies of die 
warrant or commission authorizing the Inquiry ; of the re» 
port — and of the examinations^ on which the r^>ort was 
founded. And your Msyesty may be graciously pleased to 
recollect, that, on the 19th, I returned my grateful thanks to 
your Majesty, for having ordered these papers to be sent to 
me* 

- Your Mi^esty will readily imagine that, upon a subject of 
auch importance, I could not venture to trust only to my own 
advice; and those with whom I advised, suggested, that the 
written declarations or charges, upon which the Inquiry Ji>d 
proceeded, and which the commissioners refer to in their 
report, and represent to be the essential foundation of the 
whole proceeding, did not accompany the examinations and 
report ; and also that the papers themselves were not au- 
thenticated. I therefore ventured to address your Majesty, 
upon these supposed defects in the communication, and 
humbly requested that the copies of the papers, which I 
then returned, might, after being examined, and authenti- 
cated, be again transmitted to me ; and that I might also be 
furnished with copies of the written declarations, so referred 
to, in the report* And my humble thanks are due for your 
Majesty's gracious compliance with my request. On the 
29th of August I received, in consequence, the attested 
copies of those declarations, and of a narrative of his Royal 
Highness, the Duke of Kent; and a few days after, on the 
.3d of September, the attested copies of the examinations, 
(Which were taken before the commissioners* 

The papers which I have received are as follow : 
, The narrative of his Royal Highness the Duke of Kent, 
dated 27th of December, 1305. 

. .A eopy of the wrjtten declaration of Sir John and Lady 
Douglas, dated December 3, iaa&. 
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A jiaper coDtdniiig the writtea .dtclftralioiis, «or ( 
tkins, of the peMons bcreafker eaniBeTatod ;-*4iie tide to 
ttuese papers 1% 

*^ For the purpose of confinniDg the •tetement nade by 
^ Lad^ Dougiat^ of the ^munstaiKeB mentioned in her 
*' Narcative, the foUowiqg eaaaiaationt have been takeq, 
'* and nvhidi hoLve been signed by Ibe several persons fvho 
** have been examined ^"-^ 

Two of Sarah Lampert ;-*OBe dated Chelletthaai, 8lh Ja» 
miargr, 1«M«— and the o(her« SOth Masch, iao#. 

One of William Lampert^ bdEor, 114, CbeUenbam* appa» 
l»ntly of the same date wi4b the last 9t Sarah lanpert^i. 

ffouf of Williaai Cole, dated ffespeetiviel|r» 11th Juneryy 
Mth Mauary, SOth Jannary, and 28d Fcbr4tary» 1800. 

One of Robert Bidgood» dated Tenii^e, 4th Aprils 1800. 

Ooeisf llartdi Bidgood, dated Temple, 23d April, UM; 
and 

Oa«of FfMces Lleyd, dated Teaiffe, l^fa May, lAM. 

The (Other Papers and Doeuments iriiich accompanied the 
Biepoitg are, 

1M6^ 2901 May, ibe King's Warrant or CommissioB.-^ 
1st June, Depositions of Lady and ^ir John Douglas.-4M» 
Deposilioas of Rdbert Bidgood and W. Colew— 7th, DeposS-^ 
Horn of Frances Lloyd, Mary Wikon, Saauiel Roberts^ Tho- 
mas Slikeman,. J« Sicard, Charlotte Sander, and SopUa 
▲n8tin.*-.2#tb, letter from Lord Sfiencer to Lord QmyXau^ 
91st;, Letters from Lord Owydk to Lord Spencer, and freaofe 
liady WiUoagfaby to Lord Spencer.— 2dd, Eatmct from 
^^ister of Browodow Street Hospital, and Depositions of 
EliaabethGosden and BetQ Townley.— 25th, DqmitiQns ef 
Thomas Edmeades and Samoel 6. Mills.— 27tfa, Deposition 
of Harriet Fitagefald.^l8t July, Letter from Lord Spencer 
to Lord Gwydir.p^-9d, I^ier from l^ord Gwydir to LmA 
Spenctf^ QmmB to Lady WiUoiighby, and Aossmi; te- 
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10 THE QUEEN'S DEFENCE. 

ther Deposition of R. Bidgood; and Depositions of Sir F. 
Millman and Mr9. Lisle.— 4tliy Letter from Sir Francis 
Miliman to the Lord Chancellor.— IGth, Deposition of Lord 
Cholmondeley. — 14th, tlie Report. 

By the copy which I have received of the Commission, or 
Warrant, under which the Inquiry has been prosecuted, it 
appears to be an instrument under your Majesty's Siga 
Manual, not countersigned, not under any seal. It recitiss, 
that an abstract of certain written declarations, touching my 
conduct, (without specifying by whom those declarations 
were made, or the nature of the matters touching which they 
had • been made, or even by whom the abstract had been 
prepared) had been laid, before your Majesty ; into the truth 
of which it purports to authorise the four noble Peers^ who 
are named in it, to inquire; and to examine upon oath snch 
persons as they think fit; and to report to your Majesty the 
result of their examination. By referring to the written de^ 
clarations, it appears that they contain allegations iagainst ine 
amounting to the charge of high treason, .and al6o other 
matters, which, if understood to be, as they seem to have 
been acted and reported upon by the Commissioners, not as 
.evidence confirmatory (as they are expressed to be in their 
•title) of the principal charge, but as distinct and substantive 
-subjects of examination, cannot, asl am advised, be represent- 
ed as, in law, amounting to crimes. How most of the declara- 
tions referred to were collected, by whom, at whose solici- 
tation, under what sanction,, and before what persons, 
magistrates or others, they were made, does not appear. By 
■ the title, indeed, which all the written declarations, except 
Sir John and Lady Douglas's, bear, viz. "that they had been 
taken for the purpose of confirming Lady Douglas's statement,^ 
it may be collected that they had been made by her, or at 
least by Sir John Douglas's, procurement. And the concluding 
passage of one of then, I mean the fourth declaration of W. 
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Cole, strengthens this opinion/ as it represents Sir John 
Douglas, accompanied hy his solicitor, Mr. Lowten, to hare 
gone down as far as Cheltenham, for the examination of two 
of the witnesses, whose declarations are there stated. I ara» 
lioweTer, at a loss to know at this moment whom I am to 
consider; or whom I could legally fix, as my false accuser. 
From the circumstance last mentioned, it might be inferred 
that Sir John and Lady Douglas, or one of them, is that ac^ 
cuser. But Lady Douglas, in her written declaration, so far 
from representing the information which she then gives as 
moving voluntarily from herself, expressly states that she 
gives it under the direct command of his Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales, and the papers leave me without informa- 
tion from whom any communication to the Prince originated, 
' which induced him to give such commands. 

Upon the question, how far the advice is agreeable to law, 
under which it was recommended to your Majesty to issue 
this warrant or commission, not countersigned, nor under 
seal; and without any of your Majesty's advisers, therefore,- 
being on the face of it responsible for its issuing, I am not 
competent to determine. And undoubtedly, considering that 
the two high legal authorities, the Lord Chancellor and the 
Lord Chief Justice of the King's Bench, consented to act 
under it, it is with the greatest doubt .and diffidence that I 
can bring myself to express any suspicion o£ its illegality. 
But if it be, as I am given to understand it is,:. open to ques^ 
tion, whether, consistently with law, (your Miyesty shoald 
have been advised to commandf by this wafraat or commis* 
slop, persons, not to act in any known, character, as Secre* 
taries pf State, as Privy Councillors^ as Magistrates otherwise 
empowered, but to act as Commissioners, and under the sole 
authority of such warrant, to inquire (without any authority 
to hear and determine any thing qpon the object of those 
Inquiries) into the known crime of high treason, under the 
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nnctioii off eaus^ to> be adtaiaiitcred by then, at sttdi < 
flitssioiiera» and ta- report tlie result thereof to jour Majesty ; 
if, I say^ there cao beany qoestion upon the legaKty of sucB 
m ivarrant or eommissioo, the extreme hardship with which 
it ha» operated upon me, the extreme prejudice whid it has 
dona ray character, and to which such a proceeding moat 
ever expose tfie object of it, obliget me, till F am Ailly coik 
▼ioced of its legality, to forbear from acknowiedging its ao* 
tiiority: and, with' all humility and dieferenee to your Ma^ 
jeaty, to protest against it, and against all the proceedings 
nnder if. 

If this,, indeed, were matto" of mere form, I should be 
ashamed t^ ni^ it; But the actual hardships and prejudice 
which I have suffered by this proceeding are most obvious. 
For, upon the principal charge against me, the Commis^ 
sioners have most satisfactorily, and " without the least he- 
rilatioB>" for such isr their ^pression, reported their opinion 
of ita filsehood. Sir John and' Lady Douglas, therefore, 
whohav^ sworn to its truth, have been guilty of the plainest 
fltisehood ; yet, upon the suppositton of the illegality of this 
commission^ their falsehood- mus^ as I am infbrmed, go un- 
punishedk Upon that supposition, the want of legal autbo- 
1^ ift the CommissioBers to inquire into and to administer 
i(n oathi ^^ render it impossible to give to this^ falsehood 
the character of peijury* But this is by no means the cit^ 
^unstmoe whirt | feel the most severely. Beyond the vitr* 
dioating of my own character, and the consideration of pro- 
viding for my- future security^ I can' assure your Majes^ 
tiiat^e punishment of Sir Jiohn and Lady Doogids would 
atfvrd^me no'satisfeotioo. It is not, therefore, with regard 
to that) part: of the^ charge, which ir negatived; but witb re^ 
speet to> those- which aie^ sanctioned by the Report, those 
which, notaimtngat my life, exhaust themselves upon* my 
obaraotei^ and wfaioh^theC^mmbsioners' have, in aome mea- 
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rare, sftnctioned by tbek Report, that I haire the'fi'eateat 
reason to eomplaia. Had the Report sanctipiied Ihe priacH 
pal charge, constituting a known legal crime,' my iaiiooenet 
Would have emboldened me, at all risks, (and la 'more oo 
peiison has erer been exposed from the malice and falsehood 
(kf accusers) to have demanded that trial, which Ci^iitd le- 
gally determine upon the iPikth or fatsehood of such cliarge. 
Though I should even then, indeed, have had sonie cause to 
complain, because I should have gone to that trial under 
the prejudice necessarily raised against me by that Report i 
yet, in a proceeding before the just, open, and knowh €ribtt«. 
flals of your Majesty's kingdom, I should have had a safe 
appeal, from the result of an es parte investigation: aif «• 
restigation which has exposed me to all the hardships of a 
•eoref Inquiry, without giving me the benefit of HCteeyt 
and to all the severe consequences of a public investigation^ 
m point of injury to my character, without affording me 
any of its substantial benefits in point of security. But the 
charges, which the Commissioners do sanction by their .Re« 
port, describing them with a mysterious obscurity and inde<* 
finite generality, constitute, as 1 am told; no le^l crime^ 
They are described as *'instai)ces of great impropriety and 
*^ indecency of behaviour, whtdi must occasion the most 
'^ unfavourable interpretations;" and they are reported ta 
your Majesty, and tiiey are stated to be, *' circumstances 
** which mu6t be credited tHl they are decisively contnt* 
•* dieted/' 

' From this opinion, this judgment of the Commissioners, 
Bearing so hard upon my character, (and that a female cha- 
racter, how delicate, and how easily to be aflected by the 
breath of calumny yoor Majesty well knows) I can have no 
appeals for, as the charges constitntevno legal crimes, they 
oannot be th^ subjects of any< legal trial. I can call for no 
tiiah i can therefore have ino appeal; *I can loo}c forao'' 

c 
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acqaitltl. Yet this opioion, or this judgmeotj from whieb 
I can have no appeal, has been pronouDoed against me upon 
€» parte investigation. 

This hardship. Sire, I am told to ascribe to the nature of 
the proceeding under this Warrant or Commission; for, had 
Ihe Inquiry been entered into before your Majesty's Privy 
Council, or before any magistrates, authorised by law as 
such, to inquire into the existence of treason, the knowa 
courpe of proceeding before that council, or such magis- 
trates, the known extent of their jurisdiction over crimes, 
and not over-tbe proprieties of behaviour, would have pre- 
served me from the possibility of having matters made the 
subjects of inquiry, which had, in law, no substantive cri- 
minal character, and from the extreme hardship of having 
my reputation injured by calumny altogether unfounded, 
but rendered at once more safe to my enemies, and more in- 
jurious to me, by being uttered, in the course of a proceed- 
ing, assuming the grave semblance of legal form. And it 
is by the nature of this proceeding (which could alone have 
countenanced or admitted of this licentious latitude of in- 
quiry, into the proprieties of behaviour in private life, witb 
which no court, no, magistrate, no public law has any an* 
thority to interfere) that I have been deprived of the benefit 
of that entire and unqualified acquittal and discharge from 
this accusation, to which the utter and proved fiilsehood of 
the accusation itself so justly entitled me. 

I trust therefore that your Majesty will see that, if this 
proceeding is not one to which, by the known laws of your 
Majesty's kingdom, I ought to be subject, that it is no cold 
formal objection which leads me to protest against it. 

I am ready to acknowledge. Sire, from the consequences 
which might arise to tbepublic, from such misconduct as hath 
been falsely imputed to me, that my honour an<f virtue are of 
more importance to the state than those of other women* 
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Tfaat my condacr, therefore, may be fitly subjected, wben 
necessary, to a severer scrntiny. But it cannot foUow,^ be- 
cause my character is of more importance, that it may there* 
fore be attacked mih more impunity. And, as I know that 
this mischief has been pending over m}f head for more than 
tw^ years, that private examinations of my neighbours* ser- 
vants, and of my owd> have at tin^s, during that interval, 
been taken, for the purpose of esUblishing charges agaiiist 
me, not indeed by the instcumentality of Sir John and Lady 
Douglas alone, but by the sanction, and in the presence of 
the Earl of Moira (as your Majesty will perceive by the 
deposition of Jonathan Partridge); and as I know also, and 
make appear to your Majesty likewise, by the same means, 
that declarations of persons of unquestionable credit, re- 
specting my 'conduct, attesting my innocence, and directly 
falsifying a most important circumstance respecting my sup- 
posed pregnancy, mentioned in the declarations, on which 
the Inquiry was instituted; as I know, I say^ that those 
declarations, so favourable to me, appear, to my infinite pre- 
judice, not to have been communicated to your Msyesty, 
when that Inquiry was commanded ; and as I know not how. 
''•oon, or how often, proceedings against me may bjp meditated 
by my enemies, I take leave to express my humble trusty 
tfaat before any other proceedings may be had against me 
(desirable' as Jt may have been thought, that the Inquiry 
should have been of the nature, which has, in this instance, 
obtained), your Majesty would be graciously pleased to 
require to be advised, whether my guilt, if I were guilty^ 
Gould not be as effectually discovered and punished, and my 
honour and innocence, if innocent, be more effectually se- 
cured and established, by other more known and regular 
modes of proceeding. 

Having therefore, Sire, upon these grave reasons, ventured 
to submit, i trust without offence, these considerations upon 
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ifc^ aatlire of the CotomiBsioD, asd the proceediiigs vadcr i^ 
I y^'iVi now proceed to olteer^e upon the Report, and the Ex* 
amuiatioBs; and,; with your Majesty's permission^ I wiU g^ 
Ihifeugb the whole matter^ in that cpmrse, which has been 
•bderved by the Report itself, and which an examinatioo of 
the imiportiint nattera that it contains, in the order in wbioh 
\i states thetn, will naturally suggest. 

The Report, after referring to the Commission or Warranty 
«bder which their Lordships Were aeting^ after stating that 
they bad proceeded to exandine the several witnesses, whose 
depositions they annexed to their Report, proceeds to stale 
the effect of the written declarations, which theCommissionera 
considered as the essential foundatiob of the whole proceed* 
ing. '* That they were statements which had been laid before 
bis Royal Highness the Prince Of Wales, respecting the con- 
dnct of her Royal Highness the Princess ; that these states 
itienta not only imputed to her Royal Highnesa» great im- 
propriety aqd indecency of behaviour* but expressly asserted^ 
partly On the ground of certain alleged deqlarations^ from th« 
Prineess's own mouth, and partly on the personal observation 
of the informants^ the following most important facts ; vi?, 
that hbr Royal Highness had beeA pregnant in the year 1802» 
\b cons^quenbe of an illicit intercourse ; and that she had| 
in the same year, been secretly delivered of a male child } 
which child had, evet sinde that period, been brought up bj 
ber Royal Highness^ id her own house, and under her imme- 
diate ins[)ection. These felltegations thus made* had, as th^ 
commissioners found, been followed by declarations from 
othar persons, who had not indeed spoken to the importaat 
fiaetf of the pregnancy or delivery of her Royal Highness* 
bat'faad related other particulars, in themselves extremely 
suspicious, and still more so, when connWed with the as* 
ierti6as already mentioned." The Report then states, " that 
in the painful situation in wbtob his Royal Highness wa9 
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placed by these declaratioos, they leaiut that be had adopted 
the ooly coarse, which could, io their judgment, with pfo- 
priety be followed, when ioformatious, such as these, had been 
thus confidently alleged and particularly detailed, and hai^ 
in sone degree, been supported by collateral evidence, ap» 
plying to other points of the same nature (though going to pi 
iar less extent), one line could ooly be pursued/' , 

<« Every sentiment of duty to your Mtyesty, and of coq* 
cern for the public welfiire» required that these particulais 
ahottld not be withheld from your Mi^esty, to whom, mone 
particularly, belonged the cognizance of a matter of state, so 
jMarJy touching the honour of your Majesty's Royal Family, 
wkI, by possibility, affecting the succession to your Majesty's 
crown*" 

The Commissioners, therefore,* your Majesty observes, 
going, they* must permit me to say, a little out of their way, 
begin their Report by expressing a clear and decided opi* 
nion, that his Royal Highness was properly advised (for your 
Majesty will undoubtedly conclude, that upon a subject of 
this^importance, his Royal Highness could not but have acted 
by the advice of others), in referring this coAiplaint to your 
Majesty, for the purpose of its undergoing the inve^igation 
which has followed. And unquestionably, if the charge re* 
ferred to in this Report, as. made by Sir John and Lady 
Douglas, had been presented under circumstances in which 
any reasonable degree of credit could be given to them, or 
even if they had not been presented in such a manner as to 
impeach the credit of the informers, and to bear internal evi- 
dence of their own incredibility, I should be the last person 
who would be disposed to dispute the wisdom of the adviae 
which led to make them the subject of the gravest and most 
anxious inquiry. And your Majesty, acting upon a mere ab-> 
atract of the declarations, which was all that by the reqlai of 
the warrant appears to have been laid before your Majesty, 
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knidttttbtedfy couM not but direct an tnqui^y concenAtg my 

xb^duct. F<n thougli I fmve iarot been fiHtiislMd with tlist 

%%9trAct, yet I fmist prcsmne th^t it deseribed tbe d-imiBttafy 

<^^6fM«nt8 df th^$t dedaratidns much in the same manner m 

-they aVe stared in tbe K6p<yrt. AM i^ crkaitoitory fNiftsi<^ 

^htifse declarations, if viewed ivitbout reference to tliese traces 

of malice and resentment With trM^h Hhe #^o1aitifkms of Sir 

*fdhn and Lad^ Donglas abouhd ; If absftneted lrom«n tbese 

<«t^msllinbe^, wbicb s'hew ¥be eictreme Improbability oCthe 

4k6tyi tb^l^ftgth of time Which m^ accnsers bifd fcept mytf^ 

te^Mgiifh concealed, th« cdaitrlidiclti^ns observable in tiie 

dleclaralion^ of tbe other witnesrses, all which, I sobmit to your 

' M^H^ty, Ufe .to -an extent to -cast the greatest discredit npoo 

the truth of these declarations ; abstracted, I say, from tbese 

.drcBmstaficeB, ihe crimfnatory parts of them vrereunqoestion- 

.nbly Mi€h,'as to -have plec^ ybiir Majesty under tbe tiecesaity 

*i5f directing some in«[Qiry concerning them. But that thode 

'^t^ho'bad 'the opportunity of reading the long arid ma]^v«^at 

'Bsirration of Sir John and Lady Douglas, should not have be- 

nBilated before they gave any credit to it, is millter of the 

^grea»est astonishmi^nt to toe. 

The improbability of tbe story, would, of itself, I should 

bare imagined (ainle^ f hey believed me to be as insiine as 

Lady Douglas insbiu^tes,) have been su6kiietit to have stag- 

wgered tbe4)elief of any. unprejudiced mind^ For to beliete 

.Ib^tatdry, they were 16 begin with believing that a person 

•»gttilty of so foul a crime, so bigtily penal, so fatal to her bo- 

inoikf, b^r^station, and her life, siiould gratuitously and use- 

. less] J ha^e confessed it. Such a person, under Iheneceaatty 

, of concealing her pregnancy, might have been indbpensably 

^obliged to confide her secret with those, to whom she was 

io look for assrstance in concealing its consequences* But 

. LSidy Dou^s^ by her own account, was informed by me of 

tlua/&et:£6r no purpose, whatever. She makes mt, as tbote 
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wifo rend Irettteckirttttos emxm^ Aiil to lm?e ol^emd, stmu 
to her, that slie shoiild on no acooutit be ititttnted with noj 
pan of the tnanagement, by which the birth «vas 1^ be con- 
cealed. They were to believe also, that, aoxions as I nmsl 
have beeiilo hate concealed the birlh of any such cbifd, I had 
deferfuhied to Mtig it op in my own -house ; and what woaM 
exceed, as I should intake, the extent of all hnmsra credvK 
Hty, that 1 had determhied to siiclcle it myself: that I had 
*laid my phm; If discovered, to have imposed it npon hb Roytd 
Highnesfe sTs hts child. Vay, tbey were tol>elieve, that I had 
btate'd, and that Lady Ddoglas had befiered fhe statement to 
be true, tlnit I had in fact attempted to suckle it, and on!y 
gavis dp tifat part of my plan, because it made me nervous, 
and Wa^ too much for my health. And, after all this, they 
were then to believe, that having made Lady Douglas, tbtis 
tmneeessarfly, the confidante of this most important and dan- 
gerous secret; having thus put my character and my life Ita 
hefhands, I sought an occasion, wantonly, and without pro- 
vocation, from the mere fickleness and wilfulness of my own 
mind, to quarrel with her, to insnlt her' openly and violently 
in my own house, to endeavour to ruin her reputation ; to 
expose her in infiimous and indecent drawings, inclosed m 
letters to her husband. The letters indeed are represented to 
have beeti anonymous, bnt, though anonymous, they are 
stated to have been written with my own hand, so undisguised 
4n penteanship and style, that every one who had the least ae- 
qnaititance with either, eould not foil to discover them, and 
(as if it were through fear, lest it should not be sufiiciently 
|)lain Arom whom they came,) that I had sealed them wlth^a 
'5eal, a^hich I had shortly before used on an occasion of writ- 
ing to her husband. All this they were to beh'eve upon the 
declaration of a person, who, with all that loyalty and attach- 
ment inrhich she expresses to your Majesty, and his Royal 
lli^bness the Prfti<$e of Wales, with all her obligation to the 

X 
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whole Royal Fanulj (to whom ahe eipiestes herself to be 
bound by ties of respectful regard and attachmeiit* which no- 
tbiog cao ever break); with all her dread of the mischieToos 
coDsequeoces to the country, which might arise from the dis- 
puted succession to the Crown, on the pretensions of an ille- 
gitimate child of mine, nevertheless continued, after this sup- 
posed avowal of my inftimy and my crime, after my supposed 
acknowledgment of the birth of this child, which was to occa- 
sion all this mischief, to preserve, for near a twelvemootb, 
her intimacy and apparent friendship with me. Nay, for two 
years more, after that intimacy had ceased, after that friend- 
ship had been broken off, by my alleged misbehaviour to her, 
continued still faithful to my secret, and never disclosed it till 
(as her declaration states it) " The Princess of Wales recom- 
menced a fresh torrent of outrage against Sir John ; and Sir 
John discovered that she was attempting to undermine his 
and Lady Douglas's character.^ 

Those then who bad the opportunity of seeing the whole 
of this Narrative, having had their jealousy awakened hy 
these circumstances, to the improbability of the story, and to 
the discredit of the informer, when they came to observe, how 
maliciously every circumstance, that imagination could sag* 
gest, as most calculated to make a woman contemptible and 
odious, was scraped and heaped up together in this narrative, 
most sorely have had their eyes opened to the motives of my 
accusers, and their minds cautioned against giving too easy* 
credit to their accusation, when they found my conversation 
to be represented as most loose and infomous ; my mind un« . 
instructed and unwilling to lear&; my language, with regard 
to your Majesty and the whole of your Royal Family, foulty 
disrespectful and offensive ; and all my manners and habits 
of life roost disgusting; I should have flattered myself, that I 
could not have been, in character, so wholly unknown to 
tbem, but ttiat they must have observed a spirit, aod a qolour* 
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ing, nt letn^ ift tliis representation, which must have proTed 
much more against the disposition and character of the i»- 
fMPmers, and the qualify of their information, than against 
the person who was the object of their charge* Bot wben^ 
ia addition to all this, the Declaration states that I bad, with 
respect to my anfortunate and calamitous separation from 
bis Royal Higfat»8S, stated that I had acknowledged myself 
to hat^ been the aggressor, from the beginning, and myself 
alMe ; and when it further states, that, if any other woman 
bad S6 played and sported with her husband's comfort and 
popohirity, she would have been turned out of his house» 
or left alode in it, and haTe deservedly forfeited her pUee in 
Motieiy ; and furtiier still, when, alleging that 1 had once 
been desirous of procuring a separation from his Royal 
HigbneSs^ and had pressed former Chancellors to accomplish 
thia purpose, it flippantly adds, that ** The Chanodlor may 
iiM^, perhaps^ be able to grant her request,*' the malicious 
object of the whole must surely have been most obvious. 

For, supposing these iiiots to have been all true ; supposing 
this ibfimottS and libellous description of my cfaaneter had 
been aothiag but a correct and faithful representation of my 
trices, and my infamy, would it not have been natural to Imvt 
asked why they were introduced into this Declaration 1 
What effect could they have had upon the charge of trim6« 
and of Adultery, which it was intended. to establish? Jf it 
was only in execution of a painful duty, which a, sedse Of 
loyalty to ytnir Majesty, and obedience to the cbmmaqds^ of 
the Prince of Wales, at length reluctantly drew from them^ 
tvhy all this malicious accompaniment 1 ** Hi» Royal High- 
ness,'' indeed they say, ** desired that they would communi* 
cate the whole circumstances of their acquaintance with.me» 
from the day they iirst spoke with me till the' presebt time; 
a full detail of all that passed during our acquaiiitance,*' ahd 
^ how they baciime known to me, it appearjmg to his Roye) 
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Highness, from the representation of his Royal Highness the 
Duke of Sussex, that bis Majesty's dearest interests, and 
those of this country, were very deeply interested b tbe 
questioD,!* and ** that he particularly commanded them to 
be very circumstantial in their detail, respecting all they 
might know relative to the child that I affected *to adopt." 

But, from the whole of this, it is sufficiently apparent; 
that the particularity of this detail was required, by his 
Royal Highness, in respect of matters connected with tfatt 
question, in which the dearest interests of your Majesty and 
this country were involved ; and not of circnmstances which 
could have no bearing on those interests. If it had been 
therefore true, as I most solemnly protest it is not, that I 
had, in the confidence of private conversation, so far forgot 
all sense of decency, loyalty, and gratitude, as to havcf es» 
pressed myself with that disrespect of your Majesty, which 
is imputed to me ;— if I had been, what I trust those who 
have lived with me, or ever have partaken of my society^ 
would not: confirm, of a mind so uninformed and unculti- 
vated. Without education or talen^, or without any desire of 
improving myself, incapable, of employment, of a temper so 
furious and violent, as altogether to form a character, which 
no one could bear to live with, who had the means of living 
elsewhere ; — what possible progress would all this make to* 
wards proving that I was guilty of adultery 7 These, and such 
like insinuations, as false as they, are malicious, could never 
have proved crime in me, however manifestly they might dis- 
play the malice of my accusers. 

Must it not, then, have occurred to any one who had seen 
the whole of this Narrative, if the motive of my accusers 
was, as they represent it,^ merely that of good patriots, of 
attached and loyal subjects, bound, m execution of a pain- 
ful duty imposed upon them by hb Royal Highness thc^ 
Prince of Wales, to disclose, in detail, all the facts which 
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could establish my guilt, that these circomstances n^er 
\vould have made a part of their detail? But, on the other 
hand, if their object was to traduce me ; if, falsely attribut- 
ing to his Royal Highness sentiments which could belong to 
no generous bosom, but measuring his nature by ibeir own, 
they tfaought,vahiIyand wickedly, toingratiate themselves with 
him, by being the instruments of accomplishiagmy ruin; if, 
aiming at depriving me of my rank and station, or of driving^ me 
from this country, they determined to bring forward a charge 
of Treason against me, which, though they knew, in their con* 
sciences, it was fslse, yet they might hope would serve, at 
least, as a cover, and a pretence for such an imputation upon 
my character, as, rendering my life intolerable in this coun- 
try, niight drive me to seek a refuge in another; if, the bet- 
ter to effectuate this purpose, they had represented all my 
misfortunes as my faults, and my faults alone, drawn an 
odious and disgusting picture of me, to extinguish every 
sentiment of pity and compassion, which, in the generosity, 
not only of your Majesty's royal bosom, and of the members 
of your Royal Family, but of all the inhabitants of your 
kingdom, might arise to commiserate the unfortunate situ- 
ation of a stranger, persecuted under a charge originating 
in their malice ; if, for this, they flung out, that I had justly 
forfeited my station in society, and that a separation from 
my husband was, what I myself bad once wished, and what 
the Chancellor mighty now, perhaps, procure for me ; or if, 
in short, their object was to obtain ^ my condemnation by 
prejadiee, inflamed by falsehood, which never could be ob- 
tained by justice, informed by truth, then the whole texture 
of the declaration is consistent^ and it is well contrived and 
executed for its purpose. But it is strange that its purpose 
should have escaped the. detection of intelligent and impar- 
tial minds* There was enough, at least, to have made them 
pause, before they gave such a degree of credit to infor- 
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natkHu of this de6cripti<Ni« as to have made tbem tb^ fowh 
4atkMis of §o inportant iuid 4c^»ive a atep m Uiat of ad via* 
i^ then to be iaid before your rMajesty . 

Aad, indeed^ Nick seems to bave been tbe effect m^iicb 
this dedaratioD at first produced. Because^ if i/i bad been 
believed, tbe oalj thiog to bave been done (accprding f o tbe 
jttc^m^nt of the Comaiissioners), wpvld have beei9 to ba?e 
bid it iiaoiediateJy before jonr Jklajesly^ to .wIio«bu iiqpKMi 
every principle of duty/ tbe conuMuicatioo was due* • Bfft 
tbe declaration was made on the 9d of Deeembei'^ in Ihf fast 
year, jand tbe .oommunication was not made to yoftr Majyeatj 
^n the very end: of May« And that ioKrval apfiearf tp have 
been €itt^loyed in coUecting thi>se <Hber additional 4e^4ica- 
tioDS which fire referred to'ia^the Beport^ andivfaicb ^ojdm; 
lyiiy^ftly has likewise been pleased, by ywu gracious .^oasi 
mands, |o have comttiMAicated to. me. 

Thes^ additional declarations do sot, I submit, .appear to 
furnish nmch additioual reason for believing the incredible 
story. Tbey wtnre taken, indeed, " for the purpose,'' (for 
they are so described; this is the title which is prefixed to 
them, in the authentic copies with which I fbaae becsQ 
furnished), *' for the purpose of confirming the ^statew^M 
made by Lady Douglas, of the circumstances mentiQUod ua 
ber naarative," and they are the examinations of two perKuns^ 
who appear to liave fornterly lived ia tht family Pf Sir Jbha 
and Lady Douglas, and of several servants of my own ; tbey 
ar^ filled with the hearsay details of other servants' dedkra* 
tjons. And one of them, W. Cole, seems to have been 
examined over and over again. No less than four ictf bb 
examinations are given, and some of these evidently .iiefer to 
other evaminations of his which are not given «t ail.' 

These, 1 submit to ypar Majesty, are rendered, feom'tbis 
marked circumstance, p^ifticularly undeserving of' ohedit ;. 
because in thconly instance in. which the faearsaiy atAti^meiit 
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rel4iled to one senniit^ W98 followed by the.eamiiMtioB ol» 
the other, who was stated to have made it (I meao an iik 
stance 10 which Cole relates what he bad lieard said by F« 
Lloyd) ; F. Uoyd does not appear to have said any such tbingp 
or even to have heai'd wh^t she is by him related to haver 
said ; and she relates the fact that she really did hear, strip* 
ped of all the particulars with which Cole had coloured.it, 
and which alone made it in any de^ee deserving to be.menr 
tioned. Besides this, the parents of the child, wUch is 
ascribed to me by Lady Douglas, are plainly pointed .out, and. 
a clue is afforded, by which, if followed, it wouM have been, 
as easy to have ascertained that that child was no «faild of 
mine (if, indeed, it ever had been seriously believed to be so), 
and to have proved whose child it was^ before the appointment 
of the Commissioners, as it has been found to be afterwards. 

So far, therefore, from concurring with theCommissioneu 
in approviog the advice under which his Royal Highnesa. 
hud acted, I conceive it to have been at least cruel and in- 
Ci^msidecate to have advised the transmission of such a^ change 
to your Majesty till they had exhausted all tthe means whick 
private inquiry could have afforded to ascertainits fabebood 
or its truth. 

And. when it appears that it was not thought necessary, 
upon the first statement of it, as the Commiasioners seem to 
.have imagined, forthwith to transmit it to your Majesty, but 
it was retained for near six. months, from the beginning of 
December till near the end of May; what is due to myself 
obliges me to state, that, if there had but been, in that inters 
vfAp half the industry employed to remove suspicions, whi^h 
nvas exerted to raise them, there would never have existed a 
necessity. for troubling your Majesty with this, charge at ail. 
I. beg to be understood as imputing this solely to the advice, 
given to his Royal Highness. He must of necessity have 
left the detail and the determination upon this business, t^ 
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dthers. And it is evident to me, from whtt I now knoir^ 
that his Royal Highness was not fairly dealt with; that mate- 
rial information was obtained to disprove part of the case 
against me, which« not appearing in the declarations that 
were transmitted to your Majesty, I conclude was never 
communicated to his Royal Highness. 

Feeling, Sire, strongly, that I have much to complain of, 
that this foul charge should have been so readily credited to 
ray great prejudice, as to have occasioned that advice to be 
given, which recommended the transmission of it to your 
Majesty (who, once formally in possession of it, could not 
fail to subject it to some inquiry), I have dwelt, perhaps, at 
a tedious length, in disputing the propriety of the Commis- 
sioners' judgment in thua approving the course which was 
pursued. And looking to the event, and all the circum- 
stances connected with it, perhaps I have reason to rejoice 
that the Inquiry has taken place. For if three years' con- 
cealment of my supposed crime could not impeach the credit 
of my accusers, three times that period might, perhaps, be 
thought to have left that credit still unimpaired. And bad 
the false charge been delayed till death had taken away the 
real parents of the child which Lady Douglas charges to be 
mine ; if time had deprived me of those servants and attend- 
ants who have been able so fully to disprove the fact of 
my alleged pregnancy, I know not where 1 could have founci 
the means of disproving facts and charges, so falsely, so con- 
fidently, and positively sworn to, as those to which Lady 
Douglas has attested. 

Following, as I proposed, the course taken in the Report, 
I next come to that part of it, to which, unquestionably, I 
must recur with the greatest satisfaction ; because it is that 
part, which so completely absolves me of every possible sus- 
picion upon the two material charges of pregnancy and child- 
birth. 
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The CommissioDera state in their Report, that they began 
by examining ^* on oath the two principal informants. Sir 
John and Lady Douglas, who both positively swore, the for- 
mer to his having observed the fact of pregnancy, and the 
latter to all the important particulars contained in her former 
declaration, and above referred to. Their examinations are 
annexed to the Report, and are circumstantial and positive/' 
— The most material of ** the allegations, into the truth of 
iwhich they had been directed to inquire,' being thus far sup- 
ported by the oath of the parties from whom they bad pro- 
ceeded,'' they state, '' that they felt it their duty to follow up 
the inquiry by the examination of such other persons, as they 
Judged best able to afford them information as to the facts in 
question." " We thought it/' they say, " beyond all doubt^ 
that in this course of inquiry many particulars must be learnt 
which would be necessarily concluswe on the truth or false- 
hood of these declarations. So many persons must have 
been witnesses to the appearances of an actual existing preg- 
nancy, so many circumstances must have been attendant upon 
a real delivery, and difficulties so numerous and insurmount- 
able must have been involved in any attempt to account for 
the infant in question as the child of another woman, if it 
had been, in fact, the child of the Princess; that we enter- 
tained a full and confident expectation of arriving at complete 
proof, either in the affirmative or negative on this part ol* 
the subject/' '' This expecjtation," they proceed to state, 
'* was not disappointed. We are happy to declare to your 
Majesty our perfect conviction, that there is no foundation 
whatever for believing that the child now with the Princess is 
the child of her Royal Highness, or that she was delivered of 
any child in the year 1802 ; nor has any thing appeared to us 
which would warrant the belief that she was pregnant in that 
year, or at any other period within the compass of our in«- 
q^uiries/' — They then proceed to refer to the circumstantial 
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•ricknoe, by whicby tbey state, that it was proved that the 
.child wasy beyond ail doubt, born in Brownlow-street Hos- 
pital, 00 11th July, 1802, of the body of Sophia Austin, and 
brought to my house in the month of November following* 
'* Neither sbotrid we," they add, *' be more warranted io 
expressing any doubt respecting the alleged pregnancy of the 
Triacess, as stated in the original declarations ; a fact so fully 
contradicted, and by so many witnesses, to whom, if true, it 
nttst, in various ways, have been known, that we cannot 
think it entitled to the smallest credit." Then, after .stating 
that they have annexed the depositions, from which tbey btrve 
collected these opinions, they add — ** We humbly ofier to 
.your Majesty our clear and unanimous judgment upon then, 
.formed on ivil deliberation, and pronounced without hesita* 
ition, on tiie resnlt of the whole Inquiry/' 

These two most important fiicts, therefore, which are 
obarged against me, being so fully and satisfactorily disposed 
of by the unanimous and clear judgment of tlie Commission- 
tcrs ; being so fully and completely di^pr^ed by the evidence 
'lihich the Commissioners collected, I might, perhaps, In 
your Majesty's judgment, appear well justified in passing 
them by without any observation of mine. But though the 
observations which I shall make shall be very few, yet I 
cannot forbear just dwelling upon this part of the case for a 
lew minutes; because, if I do not much deceive myself, 
opoQ every principle which can govern the human mind in 
the investigation of the truth of any charge, the fate of this 
part of the accusation must have decisive weight upon the 
determination of the remainder. I therefore must beg to 
remark, that Sir John Douglas swears to my having appeared^ 
some time after our acquaintance had commenced, to be with 
child, and that one day I leaned on the sofa, and put my 
hand upon my stomach, and said, *^Sir John, 1 shall never 
be Queen of England f and he said, <' Not if you don't de« 
•erve it," and I seemed angry at first, 
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This Gonv^rsatioD, I apprehend, if it has the least relation 
to the mbjecty on which Sir John was examined, must be 
giveir, for the purpose of insinuating that 1 made an allusion 
to my pregnancy, as if there was a sort of understanding be*- 
tween hioi and me upon the subject, and that he made m^ 
Aogry, by an expression which implied, that, what I alluded 
to, would forfeit my right to be Queen df England. — If this 
is not the meaning which Sir J9hn intends to be annexed to 
this conversation, I am perfectly at a loss to conceive what he 
can intend it to convey. — Whether at any time, when I may 
bave felt myself unwell/ 1 may have used the expression^ 
nvhich he here imputes to me, my memory will not enable me, 
with the least degree of certainty, to state. The words them* 
selves seem to me to be perfectly innocent; and the action 
of laying my hand upon my breast, if occasioned by any 
sense of internal pain at the moment, neither unnatural, nor» 
as it appears to me, in any way censurable. But that I could 
have used these words, intending to convey tq Sir John 
Douglas the meaning, which I suppcrse him to insinuate, sur* 
passes all human credulity to believe. I could not, however^ 
forbear to notice this passage in Sir John*s examinatioti, be- 
cause it' must serve to demonstrate to your Majesty, hovt 
words, in themselves roost innocent, are endeavoured 16 b« 
tortured, by being brought into the context with his opinion 
of my pregnancy, to convey a meaning most contrary to thaf^ 
which I could, by possibility, have intended to convey, but 
which it was necessary that he should impute to me, to giv^ 
the better colour to this false accusation. '[ 

As to Sir John Douglas, however^ when he swears to thq 
appearance of my pregnancy, be possibly might be only 
mistaken. Not that that mistake will excuse or diminish th^ 
guilt of so scandalous a falsehood upon oath. But for Lady 
Douglas, there cannot be even such an excuse. Independent 
of all those extravagant confessions, which she falsely repr^n 
* © 8 
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ftents me to hare made» »be states, upoo lier own observation 
and knowledge, tfaat I was pregnant iu the year 1802. Now, 
id thebabits of intercourse and ratimaey, with which I cer- 
tainly did live with ber, at that tine, she eottld not be 
taistaken as to'that fact. It is impossible, therefore, thirty 
tn swearing positively'to that (act, which is so positively iiis^ 
l^roved, she can foil to appear to your M^sty to be wiifnlly 
and delit>er8tely forsworn. 

As to the conversations, which she asserts to have passed 
1>etween OS, I am well aware, that those who prefer her word 
fo mine, will not be satisfied to disbelieve her, upon my bar^ 
denial ; nor, perhaps, opon the improbability and extrava- 
gance of the supposed conversations themselves. But as td 
the facts of pregnancy and delivery, which are proved to b^ 
false, in the words of the Report, " by so many witnesses, to 
whom, if true, they must in various ways have been known," 
BO person living can doubt that the crime of adultery aiid 
treason, as proved by those facts, has been attempted to be 
fixed upon me, by the ^deliberate and wilful falsehood of this 
my most forward accuser. And, when it is once established, 
as it is, that my pregnancy and delivery are all Sir John and 
Lady Douglas's invention, I should imagine that'my oon-^ 
fcssions of a pregnancy, which never existed ; my confes^iotl 
trf a delivery, which never took place ; my confession of 
having suckled a child, which I never bore ; will hardly be 
believed, upon the credit of her testimony. The credit of 
Lady Douglas, therefore, being thus destroyed, I trust your ^ 
Majesty will think that I nought to scorn to answer to an^ 
thing, which her examination may contain, except ^so far as 
there may appear to be any additional and concurrent evi* 
dence to support it. 

This brings me to the remaining part of the Report, which I 
#ead, I do a^ure your Majesty, with a degree of astonishment 
•SMt.attrpr i8e> that I know npt how to express. How the Com* 
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nissioners oooMy upon such evtdence, from such witnesses, 
upon such an information, and in such an ex parte proceed* 
tog, before I had had the possibility of being heard, not onljr 
auffer themselves to form such an opinion, but to report it to 
your Majesty, with all the weight and authority of their great 
names, I am perfectly at a loss -to conceive. Their great offi« 
cial and judicial occupations, no doubt, prevented that full at> 
tention to thesubject, which it required. But I am not, surely, 
without just grounds of complaint, if they proceeded to pro* 
bounce an opinion upon my character, without all that consi<- 
deration and attention, which the importance of it^ to the 
peace of your Majesty's mind, to the honour of your Royal 
Family, and the reputation of the Princess of Wales, seem; 
indispensably, to have demanded. 

In the part of the Report, already referred to, the particu^ 
fairs of the charge, exclusive of those two important iacts^ 
which have been so satisfactorily disposed of, are, as I have 
already observed, variously described by the Commissioners; 
as ** matters of great impropriety and indecency of beha* 
viour;" as "other particulars in themselves eiitremely sus- 
picious, and still more so, when connected with the asser* 
tions already mentioned;'' and as ''points of the same na« 

. lore, though coming to a much less extent." But they do 
not become the subject of particular attention in the Report^ 
till after the Commissioners had concluded that part of it, id 
vrhich they give so decisive an opinion against the truth of the 
charge* upon the two material fects. They then proceed to 
•tate*«» 

''That they cannot close their Report there, much aj 
they could wish it; that besides the allegations of the preg- 
nancy and delivery of the Princess, those declarations on the 
whole of which your Majesty had required their Inquiry and 

' Report, contain other partieular$ respe^tii^ the conduct of 
Her Royal HighnesSi $ueh as muH, eapecutUy comidering her 
eauUed rmik and itation, necesmrify give oeamon to my 
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nn/avourabU interprttathm. That from various depositions 
and proofs annexed to their Report^ particularly ft&m the 
examination of Robert Bidgood, W. Cole, F. Lloyd^and Mrs. 
JUshy several strong circumstances oj this description, have 
been po&itivel^ sworn to, bj witnesses^ who cannot, in the 
judgnent of the Commissioners, be suspected of any unfavour* 
able bitth, and whose veracity, in this respect, they had 
ireJi no ground to question.** Thej then state, that oh the 
precise t>earing and effect of the facts, thus appearing, it is 
not for them to decide, these they submit to your Majesty's 
vrisdom. But they conceive it to be their duty to report on 
.this part of the Inquiry, as distinctly. as on the former facts: 
that as, on the oiie hand, the facts of pregnancy and delivery 
are, in their minds, satisfactorily disproved, so on the other 
Iiand they think, " that the circumstances to which they now 
refei', particularly those stated to have passed between her 
Royal Highness and Captain Manby, must be credited, until 
they shall receive some decisive contradiction, and if true, are 
justly entitled to the most serious consideration." 

Your Miyesty will not fail to observe that the Commis- 
sioners have entered into the examination of this part of the 
case, and have reported upon it, not merely as evidence in 
confirmation of the charges of pregnancy and delivery, which 
they have completely negatived and disposed of, but as cou* 
tanning substantive matters of charge in itself.— That they 
consider it, indeed, as relating to points " of the same nature, 
but going to a much less extent," not, therefore, as coa^ 
stituting actual crime, but as amounting to " improprieties 
and indecencies of behaviour, aggravated by the exalted 
rank" which I hold, '* as occasioning unfavourable inter- 
pretations," and as " entitled to the most serious consider- 
ation." And when they also state " that it is not for them 
to decide on their precise bearing and effect," I think I am 
justified in concluding that they could not class them under 
any known head of crime; as, in that case, upon their beat* 
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<Hig QDd effect tiiey would not have been fully coiiipetent to 
have proDouoced. 

I bave» to a degree, already stated to your Majesty the un- 
precedented hardship to which I conceive myself to have been 
exposed by this ex parte Inquiry into the decorum of my 
private conduct. I have already stated the prejudice done to 
my character by this recorded censure, from which I can 
•have no appeal ; and I press these considerations no further, 
opon your Majesty, at present, than to point out in passing^ 
this part of the Report, the just foundation, which it afibrda 
me, for making the complaint. 

Your Majesty wiH also, I am persuaded, not fml to remark 
the strange obscurity and reserve, the mysterious darkness, 
with which the Report here expresses itself; and every one 
Ukust feel bow this aggravates the severity and cruelty of the 
-cemure, by renderiBg it impossible, distinctly and specifically^ 
to meet it. The Commissioners state, indeed, that some 
things are proved agaii^t me, which must be credited, till 
ihey shall receive a decisive contradiction; but what those 
things are they do not state : they are, ** particulars and 
^' eireurmstamees which, especially considering my ei^alted 
^' rank, roust give occasion to the m<»st unfiervonrable inlet- 
*' pretations. They are several strong circumstances of this 
*' descriplioB,'' ** they are, if true, justly deserving of most »e- 
•• rious consideration," and " they must be credited till decid- 
** edly contradicted." But what are these circumstances ? 
-What are these deeds without a name ? Was there ever a 
charge so framed ? Was ever any one put to answer any 
charge, and decidedly to' contradict it, or submit to have 
it credited against him, which was conceived in sue If terms, 
without the means of ascertaining what these thing» are, ex- 
cept as conjecture may enable me to surmise, to what parts 
of the examinations of the four witnesses on whom they par- 
ticttlarly rely, they attach the importance and the weigbt 
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.which seem, to theroy to justify these dark and ambigaous 
censures on my conduct ? But, such as they are^ and what- 
ever they may be, they must, your Majesty is told, be trc- 
dited, unless they are decidedly contradicted. 

Circumstances, respecting Captain Manby, indeed, are 
particularised: hut referring to the depositions which apply 
to him, they contain much matter of opinion, of hearsay, of 
suspicion. Are these hearsays, are these opinions^ are these 
suspicions and conjectures of these witnesses to be believed 
against me, upiess decidedly contradicted 1 How can I de- 
cidedly contradict another person's opinion ? I may reasop 
against its justice, but how can 1 contradict it 1 Or how 
can 1 decidedly contradict any thing which is not precisely 
specified, nor distinctly known to me I 

Your Majesty will also observe, that the Report states^ 
that Jt is not for the Commissioners to decide upon the bear- 
ing and effect of these facts ; these are left for your Majesty's 
decision. But they add, that, if true, they are justly entitled 
to the most serious consideration. 1 cannot. Sire, but col* 
iect from these passages an intimation that some further pro- 
ceedings may be meditated. And, perhaps^ if I acted with 
perfect prudence, seeing how much j-eason I have to fear 
from the fabrications of falsehood, I ought to have waited 
till 1 knew what course, civil or criminal, your Majesty might 
be advised to pursue, before I offered any observations or 
answer. To this alternative, however, I am driv.en; I must 
either remain silent, and reserve my defence, leaving the im- 
putation to operate most injuriously and fatally to my cha- 
racter, or I must, by entering into .a defence against so ex- 
tended a charge, expose myself, with much greater hazard, 
to any future attapks. But the fear of possible danger, to 
arise from the perverted interpretation of my answer, cannot 
induce me to acquiesce, under tl^ certain mischief of the 
juyust censure and judgment, which stands against me, as it 
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were, recorded in this Report. I shall, therefore, at what-' 
everiiazard, proceed to submit to your Majesty, io whose 
justice I have the most satisfactory reliauce, my answer 
and my observations upon this part of the case. 

And here. Sire, 1 cannot forbear agaiii presuming tp state 
to your Majesty, that it is not a little hard that the Commis- 
sioners (who state, in the beginning of their Report, that cer« 
tain particulars, in themselves extremely suspicious, were^ 
in the judgment which they had formed upon them, before 
they entered into the particulars of the Inquiry, rendered still 
more suspicious from being connected with the assertion of 
pregnancy and delivery) should have made no observation 
upon the degree, in which that suspicion must be propor- 
lionably abated, when those assertions of pregnancy and de^* 
livery have been completely ' falsified and disproved ; that 
they should make no remark upon the fact, that ail the wit« 
nesses (with the exception of Mrs. Lisle) on whom they 
specifically rely, were, every one of them, brought forward 
by the principal informers, for the purpose of supporting 
the false statement of Lady Douglas; that they are the wit* 
nesses, therefore, of persons whom, after the complete falsi« 
jication of their charge, I am justified in describing as con<» 
spirators, who have been detected in supporting their 
conspiracy by their own perjury,. And surely where a con- 
spiracy, to fix a charge upon an individual, has been plainly 
detected, the witnesses of those who have been so detected 
in that conspiracy — witnesses that are brought forward to 
support this false charge cannot stand otherwise than consider- 
ably affected in their credit, by their connexion with those 
who are detected in that conspiracy. But, instead of pointing 
oat this circumstance, as calling, at least, for some degree of 
caution and reserve, in considering the testimony of these 
witnesses, the Report, on the contrary, holds them up as 
worthy of particular credit ; as witnesses who, in thejodg- 
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meat of the ComnistioDert, cannot be auftjiected of aqii»v 
vounible bias;, whose Ti^racitv, in that respect, they hairei 
&ecu no ground to question, and who must be credited till 
they receive some decided contradiction. 

Now, Sire, 1 feel the fullest confidence that I shall prave 
to your Majesty's moht perfect satisfaction, that all of these 
Mrituesses (of course I still exclude Mrs. Lisle) are under the 
influence, and exhibit the symptoms of the .most unfavQurw 
able biai; that their veracity is, in every respect, to be 
doubted; — and that they cannot, by any caqdid and attentive 
mind, be deemed worthy of the least degree of credit upon 
thu| charge ; your Majesty will easily conceive^ how great 
my surprise and astonishment must have bee.n at ^ this part of 
the Report, I am indeed a little at a loss to know whether! 
understand the passage which I have cited from the Report. 
<f The witnesses^, in the judgment of the Commissioners, are 
** not to be suspected of unfavourable bias, and their veracity 
** in that respect they have seen no reason to question/' 
What is meant by their having seen no reason to suspect 
tbeir veracity in thai resj^ct? Do they mean, what tbe 
qualification seems to imply, that they have seen reason to 
question it in other respects ? Is it meant to be insinuated 
that they saw reason to question their veracity, not in respect 
of an unfavourable bias, but of a bias in my favour? I can- 
not impute to them such an insinuation, because 1 am satis- 
fied that the Commissioners would never have intended to 
i^^inuate any thing, so directly contrary to the truth. 
. The witnesses specifically pointed out, as thus particularly 
deserving of credit, are W. Cole, R. Bidgood, F. Lloyd, and 
Mrs. Lisle. With respect to Mrs. Lisle, I trust your Majefi- 
ty will permit me to make my observations upon her examin- 
ation, as distinctly and separately as I possibly <;an, from the 
others. Because, as I ever had, and have i^ow as much as 
eyer« the most perfect respect for Mrs. Lisle, I would avoid 

X 
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the possibility of haviog it imagined that such obfterratiom^ 
•as I shall be under the absolute oecessity of making, upon tbe 
other witnesses, could be intended, in any degree, to be ap- 
plied to her. 

With res|>ect to Cole, Bidgood, and Lloyd, they l^l¥e all 
lived in their places for a long time; they had lived with his 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales before be married, and 
were appointed by him to situations about me ; Cole and 
Lloyd immediately upon my marriage, and Bidgood very 
shortly afterwards. I know not whether, from this circuo* 
stance, they may consider themselves as not owing that un* 
^divided duty and regard to me, nvbich servants of my own 
appointment might possibly have felt ; but if 1 knew no* 
tbiqg more of them than that they had consented to be vo- 
luntarily examined, for the purpose of supporting the state- 
ment of Lady Douglas, on a charge so deeply affecting n^* 
honour, wittout communicating to me the fact of such ex- 
amination, yjour M^esty would not, I am sure, be surprised 
to find, that I saw, in that circumstance alone, sufficient to 
raise some suspicions 'of an unfavourable bias. But when .1 
find Cole, particularly, submitting to this secret and volun- 
tai]y examination against me, ao less than/otir times, aui 
when I found, during the yendenoy of this Inquiry before 
the Commissioners, that one of them, R* Bidgood, ^as so 
far connected, and in league with Sir John and Lady Doug- 
las, as to have communication with the latter, I thought I 
saw the proof of such decided hostility and confederacy 
jlgaimt me, that I felt obliged to order the discontinuance of 
his attendance at my house, till further orders. Of the real 
bias of their mindi^, however, with* respect to me, your Ma- 
jesty will be better able to judge, from the consideration of 
their evidence. 

Tbe imputations which I collect to be considered as cast 
upon me, by these several witnesses, are too great familiarity 

E 
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and btimacy with several gentlemen^ — Sir Sidney Smitb^ 
Mr. Lawrence, Captain Manby, and» I know not whether 
the same are not meant to be extended to Lord Hood, Mr* 
Chester, and Captain More. 

With your Majesty's permission, therefore, I will examine 
the dqKMitions of the witnesses, as they respect these several 
gentlemen, in their order, keeping the evidence, which is ap- 
plicable to each case, as distinct from the others as I can. 

And I will begin with those, which respect Sir Sidney 
Smith, as he u the person first mentioned in the deposition 
of W. Cole. 

W. Cole says, ** that Sir Sidney Smith first visited at 
Montague Hoase in 1802 ; that he observed that the Princess 
was too familiar with Sir Sidney Smith. One day, he thinks 
in February, be (Cole) carried into the Blue Room, to the 
Princess, some sandwiches, which she had ordered, and was 
aurprised to see that Sir Sidney was there. He must have 
€ome in from the Park. If he had been let in from Black* 
beath, he must have passed through the room in which he 
(Cole) was waiting. When he had left the sandwiches he 
leturned, after some time, into the room, and Sir Sidney 
Smith was sitting very close to the Princess on the sofa; he 
(Cole) looked at her Royal Highness ; she caught his eye» 
and saw that he noticed the manner in which they were sit- 
ting together, they appeared both a little confused.'^ 

R. Bidgood says also, in his deposition, on the 6th June, 
(for he was examined twice) ** that it was early in 1802 that 
be first observed Sir Sidney Smitii come to Montague House. 
He used to stay very late at night; he had seen him early in 
the morning there ; about ten or eleven o'clock. He was at 
Sir John Douglas's, and was in the habit, as well as Sir John 
and Lady Douglas, of dining or having luncheon, or suj^ing 
there every day. He saw Sir Sidney Smith one day. in 1802 
in the Blue Room, about 11 o'clock in the morning, which 
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tras fall two hours before they expected ever to see company. 
He asked the serva^nts why they did not let him know Sir 
Sidney Smith was there ; the footmen told him that they had 
let no person in. There was a prirate door to the Park, by 
which he might have come in if he had a key to it, and have 
got into the Blue Room without any of the servants perceiving 
btm.*^ And, in his second deposition/ taken on the 3d of 
July, he says, ** he lived at Montague House, when Sir Sidney 
came. Her (the Princesses) manner with him appeared very 
fiimiliar; she appeared very attentive to him, but he did not 
suspect any thing further." Mrs. Lisle says that the Princess 
at one time appeared to like Sir John and Lady Douglas. '* I 
have seen Sir Sidney Smith there very late in the evening, but 
not alone with the Princess, I have no reason to suspect he 
had a key of the Park gate ; I never heard of any body being 
found wandering about at Blackheath." 

Fanny Lloyd does not mention Sir Sidney Smith in her de- 
position. 

Upon the whole of this evidence then, which is the whole 
that respects Sir Sidney Smith, in any of these depositions 
(except some particular passages iu Cole's evidence, which are 
so important as to require very particular and distinct state* 
oient) 1 would request your Majesty to understand that, witB 
respect to the fact of Sir Sidney Smith's visiting, frequently, 
at Montague House, both with Sir John and Lady Douglas, 
and without them ; with respect to his being frequently there, 
at luncheon, dinner, and supper; and staying, with the rest 
of the company, till twelve, one o'clock, or even sometimes 
later, if these are some of the facts ** which must give oc^ 
easion to unfavourable interpretations, and must be credited 
till they are contradicted ;" they are facts, which I never 
can coittradict, for they are perfectly true. And I trust it 
will imply the confession of no guilt, to admit that Sir Sidney 
Smith's conversation, his account of the various andextraoiv. 
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diaary eveatf^ aad hemic acbieveaeats ia which he bad been 
cencerned, amased and interested me; and the «iccuBH 
stance of his living so mach wkh his Arieoda, Sir Jobn aad 
Lady Doaglas, in my neighbourhood on Btackhealh* gave the 
opportunity of his increasing his acquaintance with me. 

It hi^ipened also that, about this time, I fitted up» as your 
Majesty may have observed, one of the rooms in my house 
after the fiishion of a Turkish Tent Sir Sidney furnished me 
with a pattern for it, in a drawing of the Tent of Mnrnt 
Bey, which he had brought over with him from Egypt* And 
be taught me how to draw Egyptian Arabesques^ which were 
necessary for the ornaments of the ceiling; this may haveoo* 
casioned, while that room waa fitting up, several visits, and 
possibly some, though I do not recollect them, as early in the. 
morning a» Mr. Bidgood mentions. I believe abo^ that it ha& 
happened more than once, that walking with ray ladies, ia 
the Park, we have met Sir Sidney Smith, and that he has 
come in with us, through the gates from the Park. My lacBea 
may have gone up to take off their cloaks, or to diess, and 
have left me alone with him ; and, at some one of these times^ 
it may very possibly have happened^ that Mr. €ole,.and Mr. 
Bidgood may have seen him, when he has not come through 
the waiting-room, nor been let in by any of the footmen. 
But I solemnly declare to your Majesty, that I have not the 
least idea or belief^ that he ever had a key of the gate into the 
Park, or that he ever entered in or passed oat, at that gate, 
eii;€ept in company with myself and ray ladies. .M for the 
circumstance of my permitting him to be in the room alone 
with me; if suffering a man to be so alone, is evidence of 
gjailt, from whence the Commissioners can draw any uafiivouiv 
Me inference, I must leave them to draw iL For I cannot 
dony th^t it has happened, and happened frequently; not 
only witk Sis Sidney Smith, but with many othecs ; gentle^ 
va/fSk wba hava vkited me; tsadasmen who have come ta 
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receive my orders; masters whom I have had to im^tmct mt 
in paintiogy in music, in English, &c. that 1 have received them 
without any one being by. la short, I trust I am not con- 
fessing a crime, for unquestionably it is a truth, that I never 
bad an idea that there was any thing wrong, or objectionable^; 
in thus seeing men, in the morning, and 1 confidently believe 
your Majesty wiU see nothing in it, from which any guilt caa 
be inferred., I feel certain, that there is nothing immoral in 
the thing itself; and I have always understood, that it was 
perfectly customary and usual for ladies of the first rank, and 
the first character, in the country, to receive the visits of 
gentlemen in a morning, though they might be themselves 
alone at the time. But if, in the opinions and fashions of 
this country, there should be more impropriety ascribed to 
it, than what it ever entered into my mind to conceive, I hope 
your Majesty, and every candid mind, will make allowance 
for the difierent notions, which my foreign education, and 
foreign habits, may have given me. 

But wjiatever character may belong to this practice, it is 
not a practice which commenced after my leaving Carlton 
House. While there, and from my first arrival in this country^ 
I was accustomed, with^the knowledge of his Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales, and without his ever having hinted^to 
me the slightest disapprobation, to receive lessons from various 
masters, for my amusen^ent, and improvement; I was at* 
tended by them frequently, from twelve o'clock till five in the 
afternoon; — Mr. Atwood, for Music, Mr. Geffadiere for 
English, Mr. Toufronelli for painting, Mr. Tutoye for imi- 
tating marble, Mr. Elwes for the harp. I saw them all alone; 
and indeed, if I were to see them at all, I could do no other- 
wise than see them alone. Miss Garth, who was then sub- 
governess to my daughter, lived 'certainly under the same 
roof with me, but she could not be spared from her duty 
and attendance on my daughter. I desired her sometimes to 
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come down stein, and read to me, daring the time when I 
drew or punted, but my Lord Cholmondeley informed me this 
could not be. I then requested that I might have one of my 
bedchamber-women, to live constently at Carlton House, that 
I might have her at call whenever I wanted her; ]but I was 
answered, that it was not customary, that the attendants 
of the Royal Family should live with them in town ; so that 
request cionld not be complied with. But independent of 
this I never conceived that it was offensive to the fashions 
and manners of the country to receive gentlemen, who might 
call upon me in the morning, whether I had or had not any 
one with me; and it never occurred to me to think that there 
was either Impropriety or indecorum in it, at that time, nor 
in continuing the practice at Montague House. But'this has 
Been confined to morning visits, in no private apartments of 
my house, but in my drawing-room, where my ladies have, 
at all times, free access; and as they usually take their 
luncheon with me, except when they are engaged with visiters, 
or pursuits of their own, it could but rarely occur that I 
could be left with any gentleman alone, for any length of 
time, unless there were something, ii^the known and avowed 
business, which might occasion his waiting upon me, that 
^onld fully account for the circumstance. 

1 trust your Majesty will excuse the length, at which I 
have dwelt upon this topic. I perceived, from the examina- 
tions, that it had been much inquired after, and I felt it 
necessary to represent it in its true light. And the candour 
of your Majesty's mind will, I am confident, suggest that 
those, who are the least conscious of intending guilt, are the 
least suspicious of having it imputed to them ; and therefore 
that they do not think it necessary to guard themselves, at 
every turn, with witnesses to prove their innocence, fancying 
their character to be safe, as long as their conduct is inno- 
cent, and that guilt will not be imputed to them from actions 
quite indifferent. 
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The deposition, faowefer, o^ Mr. Cirfe is not eonfiied to 

my being aloae witfa Sir Sidney Smith. The tircuoittaiictSy 

in which he observed us together,* he particularises, aiad 

states his opinioo. He introduces, indeed, the whole of iiia 

evidence by saying that I was too familiar with Sir Sidney 

Smith ; but, as I trust I am not so far degraded as to have 

my character decided by the opinion of Mr. Cole, I shall 

not comment upon that observation. He then proceeds ta 

describe the scene, which he observed, on the day, when 

he brought in the sandwiches, which, 1 trust your Ma^eaty 

will not fail to notice, I had myself ardernl to he traught tn» 

For there is an obvious insinuation that Sir Sidney must have 

eome in through the Park, and that there was great impro* 

priety in his being alone with me. And at least the wit* 

ness*s own story proves, whatever impropriety there mi^t 

be, in this^ circumstanee, that I was not conscious of it, nor 

meant to take advantage of his clandestine entry, from the 

Park, to conceal the fact from my servants' observation. 

For If i had had such consciousness, or sueh meaning, I 

never c6uld have ordered sandwiches to have been brought 

in, or any other act to have been done, which must have 

brought myself under the notice of my servants, while I 

continued in a situation, which I thought improper, and 

wished to conceal. Any of the circumstances of this visit, 

to which this part of the deposition refers, my memory does 

not enable me, in the least degree, to particularize and recal. 

Mr. Cole may have seen me sitting oji the same sofo with Sir 

Sidney Smith. Nay, I have no doubt he must have seen me» 

over and over again, not only with Sir Sidney Smith, but 

with other gentlemen, sitting upon the same sofa ; and I 

trust your Majesty will feel it the hardest thing imaginable, 

that I should be called upion to account what corner of a sofa 

I sat upon four years ago, and how close Sir Sidney Smith 

was sitting to me. I can only solemnly aver to your Ma^ 
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jettj, that my eoDscience. supplies me with the fullest mems 
of confidently assuring you^ that I never permitted Sir Sidney 
Smith to sit on any sofa with me, in any manner, which, in my 
own judgment, was, in the slightest degree, oflfensive to the 
strictest propriety and decorum. In the judgment of many 
persons, perhaps, a Princess of Wales should, at no time, 
forget the elevation of her rank, or descend in any degree 
to the familiarities and intimacies of private liff. Under any, 
circumstances, this would be a hard condition to be annexed 
to her situation. Under the circumstances, in which it has 
been my misfortune to have lost the necessary support to 

*the dignity and station of a Princess of Wales, to have as^ 
•umed and maintained an unbending dignity, would have 

, been impossible, and if possible, could hardly have beea 
expected from me. 

After these observations. Sire, I must now request your 
Majesty's attention to those written declarations, which are 
mentioned in the Report, and which I shall never be able, 
sufficiently, to thank your Majesty, for having condescended, 
io compliance with my earnest request, to order to be trans- 
mitted to me. From observations upon those declarations 
themselves, as well as upon comparing them with the deposi* 
tions made before the Commissioners, your Majesty will see 
the strodgest reason for discrediting the testimony of W. 
Cole, as well as others of these witnesses, whose credit 
stands, in the opinion of the Commissioners, so unimpeach- 
able.^ They supply important observations, even with re- 
spect to that part of Mr. Cole's evidence, which 1 am now 

^ considering, though, in no degree, equal in importance to 
those, which I shall, afterwards, have occasion to notice. 

Yo.ur Majesty will please to observe, that there are no less 
than four different examinations, or declarations of Mr. Cole. 
They are da^ed on the llth, 14th, and 30th of January, and 
on the 23d of February. In these four declarations^ he 
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twice mentioiis Ae cireumstanoe of finding^ Sir Sidney Smith 
afid myself od the sofk, and he mentioBft it not only is a 
diffeffeat mamief, at each of those times, but, at both of them, 
in a manner, which malerially difiecs f«om hie depositioii 
before the Commissioners. In his declaration* on the llth 
of January, he says,, that he found us in so familiar a pos^ 
tare, as tio aiarm him very much, which he expressed by a 
sUart back^ and a look at the gentleman. 
. In that, dated on 22d of February, however (beings asked, 
I- s«f)po8e, as to that which he had dared to assert, of the fa- 
miliar posture which had alarmed him so much), he says, 
^^ thare wa& nothing particular in our dress, position of legs, 
ox arms, that was extraordinary ; be thought it improper ^at 
a^ single gentleman should be sitting quite elose to a married 
l^y oa the 9ofa, and, from that situation, aui former obser^ 
vations, he thought the thing improper/' In this second ac* 
ciNist, therefore, your Majesty perceives he was obliged to 
hjdag in his former observations to help out the statement, in 
Older to^account for his having been so shocked with what he 
saw, as to e&press bis alarm by ^^ starting back.'' Biit, un- 
fortunately, he aeeouata for it, as it seems to me at least, by 
the very circuaistance which would have induced him to have, 
been lessrSUfprised, and consequently less startled by what he 
saw ; for, had. his former observations been such as he iiist^ 
nuates, he Would have been prepared the more to expect, and 
the less to be surprised at, what he pretends to have seen. 

But y^ur Majesty will observe that, in his deposition be* 
fore the Commissioners, (recollecting^ perhaps, how awk* 
nvardly he had accounted for his starting in his former de« 
claration) he drops his starting altogether. Instead of look- 
ing at the gentleman only, he looked at us both ; that I 
<»ttght his eye, and saw that he noticed the manner in 
which we were sitting ; and, instead of his own starting, or 
any description of the manner in which he exhibited his own 
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feelings* W€ are represented as both appearing a Utile etm" 
Jmitd. Oar €oi^iuum is a circnmstaQoe which, daring his 
four declarations, which he made before the appointment of 
the foar Commissioners, it never once occurred to him to re« 
coHect. And now he does recollect it, we appeared, he 
says, '' a little confiised."— A little confused I— The Prin- 
cess of Wales detected in a situation such as to shock and 
alarm her servant, and so detected as to be sensible of her 
detection, and so conscious of the impropriety of the sitaaF^ 
tion as to exhibit symptoms of confusion; would not her 
confusion have been extreme 1 would it have been so little 
as to have slipped the memory of the witness who observed 
it, during his first four declarations, and, at last, to be re- 
called to his recollection, in such a manner, as to be repre- 
sented in the faint and feeble way in which he here describes 
it? 

What weight your Majesty will ascribe to these difier* 
ences in the accounts, given by this witness,' 1 cannot pre» 
tend to say : but I am ready to confess that, pKobably, if 
there was nothing stronger of the same kind to be observed, 
in other parts of his testimony, the inference, which would 
be drawn from them, would depend very much upon the 
opinion previously entertained of the witness. To me, who 
know many parts of hb testimony to be absolutely ialse, and 
all the colouring given to it to be wholly from his own wick- 
ed and malicious invention, it appears plain that these diffe-' 
rences in his representations are the unsteady, awkward shuf- 
fles and prevarications of falsehood.— To those, if there are> 
any such, who, from preconceived prejudices in his favour, or 
from any other circumstances, think that his veracity is free 
from all suspicion, satisfactory means of reconciling them 
nyay possibly occur. But before I have left Mr. Cole's exa- 
minations, your Majesty will find that they will have much 
mor^ tQ accpwt fo'i and mucli n^ojre to reconcilei^ 
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Ml*. Cdle's examination before the CcunmistioDen goes on 
tli«8: *^ A short time before this* one night, about twetre 
o'clock* I saw- a man go into the house from the park, wrapt 
up in a great coat. I did not give any alarm, for the impres* 
aion on my mind was that it was not a thief." When I read 
this passage. Sire, I could hardly beiieye my eyes ; when I 
found such a fact left in this dark state, without any further 
explanation, or without a trace in the examination, of any at* 
tempt to get it further explained. How he got this impres- 
sion on his mind that this was not a thief 1 Whom he be- 
lieved it to bet What part of the house he saw him enter? If 
the dnwing-room, Sir any part which I usually occupy, who 
was there at the time? Whether I was there? Whether 
alone, or with my ladies? or with other company? Whether 
lie told any body of the circumstance at the time? or how 
Jong after? Whom he told? Whether any inquiries were 
made in consequence? These, and a thousand other questions, 
with a view to have penetrated into the mystery of this strange 
' story, and to have tried the credit of this witness, would, I 
should have thought, have occurred to any one; but certainly 
most have occurred to persons so experienced, and so able in 
the examination of iacts^ and the trying of the credit of wit* 
' iiiMses^ as the two learned Lords unquestionably are, whom 
your Majesty took care to have introduced into this Commis-' 
sion/ They never could hav^ permitted these unexplained 
and unsifted hints and insinuations to have had the weight and 
effect of proof. But, unfortunately for me, the duties, proba- 
bly, of their respective situations, prevented their attendance 
on the examination of this, and on the first examination of an- 
other most important witness, Mr. Robert Bidgood — and 
sorely your Majesty will permit me here, without offence, to 
complain^ that it is not a little hard that, when your Majesty 
had shewn your anxiety to have legal accuracy and legal ex- 
perience assist on this examination, the two most important 
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mtaumtB, in wbose ^oaviaalmM there is More aHlller teaii- 
•fiivoiirable iaterpretation, Ihan ia all the rest pint teg(BllKr» 
«hoidd have been examined without the benefit of thift«lBCtt- 
racy, and this ex^perience. And I am the better justified m 
(making this observation, if what has been suggested to me is 
correct; that, if it shall not be allowed that tlie f>ower of 4ri* 
juinistering an oath, under this warrant or fomnussioa is 
questionable, yet it can hardly be doubted that it is most ques- 
tionable whether, according to Ihe terms or intnning of ^ 
warrant or commission, as it conirtitntes tio -fuarum, lAud 
Spencer and Lord Grenville coukl administer an oath, or act in 
the absence of the other Lords; and if they could not, Mr. 
■ Cole's falsehood must be out of the teach of punishment 

Returning then from this digression, will jtovr ^Migesiy fer- 
mit me to ask, whether I «m to understand tbi« fisct, irespedt- 
ing a man in a greatcoat, to be one of those wbich must >^ 
isessarily, give oooasion to the mort unisvourable iiileif«eti« 
tionsl which must be crediled till deoidedfy^ontimdietedt 
'and which, if true, deseriFe ^heapost serious oonaideralMii} 
The unfavourable interpretations wfaicfa this 'fa4>t may ootja* 
sion, doubtless are, that this man was either Sir Sidney Smith* 
or some other j^mvim^ir, who was admitted.: by me, 'i^^^ 
my house in disguisi^ at nudnight» fcsr theaocoiiiplishii» irt>o f 
^ . my wicke4 and adulterous purposes* And is it posmble that 
.your Miyesty, is it possible that any candid mind^cn believe 
this fact, with the unfovourable inteqiretatioos which it oc4»* 
sions, on the relation of a servant, who, for all that appcAl*' 
mentions it for the first time, four years after the event teak 
pliice; and whogives hnnself this .picture of his honesty a9<^ 
fidelity to a master whom he has served so long, Ihat hciwhose 
nerves -are of so moral a frame, that^he starts at seeing asingle 
man sitting at mid<day, in an open drawing-room,. on tbe 
same sofa with a married woman, permitted this disgaised 
midnight adulterer, to approach his n&aster's bed, without tak* 
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ing any notice, mthout making any alarm, without offering 
any interrnption. And why 1 because (as he expressly states) 
he did not believe him to be a thief; and because (as he 
plainly insinuates) he did believe him to be an adulterer. 

Bui what makes the manner, in which the Commissioners 
siaffered this fact to remain so unexplained, the more extraor- 
dinary is this ; Mn Cole had, in his original declaration of 
the 11th of January, which was before the Commissioners, 
stated, ** that one night, about twelve o'clock, he saw a per- 
8on wrapped up in a great coat, go across the Park into the 
gate to the Green House, and he verily believes it was Sir 
Sidney Smith/' In his declaration then, (when he was not 
npon oath) he ventures to state, " that he verily believes it 
was Sir Sidney Smith." When he is upob his oath, in his 
deposition before the Commissioners, all that he ventures to 
swear is, ** that be gave no alarm, because the impression upon 
his mind was, that it was not a thief.'' And the difference is 
most important. ** The impression upon his inind was, that 
it was not a thief! !" I believe him, and the impression upon 
aiy mind too is, that he knew it was not a thief>-Tfaat he 
knew who it was — and that he knew it was no other than my 
watchmmi. What incident it is that he alludes to, I cannot 
pretend to know. But this I know, that, if it refers to any 
inan with whose proceedings I have the least acquaintance or 
privity, it must have been my watchman ; who, if he executes 
my orders, nightly, and often in the night, goes his rounds, 
both inside and outside of my house. And this circumstance, 
which I should think would rather afford, to most minds, an 
inference that I was not preparing the way of planning facili* 
ties for secret midnight assignations, has, in my conscience, I 
believe, (if there is one word of truth in any part of Iflis story, 
and the whole of it is not pure invention) afforded the han- 
dle,* and suggested the idea, to this honest, trusty man, this 
witness, *' who cannot be suspected of any linfavonrafole 
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hm/^ ** whose wetwty in that respect the ComimaBiaimSi 
s«w no ground to qufMtipp/' «nd " who must be credited till 
he received decided cpQliadjction/' suggested, I say^ theidet 
of the dark and vi\p issiooatioo codtnioed iu this part o€ hip 
testimony. Whether I ^m. right or wrong, however^ in this 
coiyecture, this appears tp be eridetit» that bis examination ii 
•o left» tb;|t, svppofing an indictment for perjury i or hkt 
swei^ringy would Ije gainst any witnessj examined by the 
Commissioners, anfi sjipposing this examination bad beea 
taken before. t he ^Fholf^ four^^-If Mr. Cole was inflicted^fer 
perjury, in respect to this part of hi^ deposition, fhefM-ooftfaat 
he did see the watchmaoy would necessarily acquit bioi; 
would establish the truth of what he said, and reseoe hiai 
from the p^uishment of perjury, though i| would at the sane 
time prove the falsehood aud iiyustice of the inlerencey and 
the insinuation, for the establishment of which algiie, the 
fact itself was sworn. 

Mn Co^ c|M>09»es further tostate^ that he.ascribes^ falsi^ 

poval ,from Montagt^ Ho^e to London, to the discovery Hs 

b,a4 made, and thf^not^^ h^ had taken of the improper 6it&* 

atiout of Sir Sidney Sip^ith^ with me upon the sofa* To this 

. I can oppose little; more than my own assertioniif *> 

my motives can only be known to myself. — But Mr* Cole waf 

a,.very disagreeable servant to me ; be was a man* who, as I 

always, conceived, had been educated above hisstatibn. He 

talked French, and , was a musician, playing well on thevio* 

lin.— By these qualifications, he had got admitted^ occasionally* 

iQto better company, and this probably led to that forward 

apd obtrusive eonduet, which I thought extremely offensive 

and impertinent ii^ a servant. I had long beea extremely dis* 

pleased with him ; I had di«scovered, that when I went out, 

he would come into my draWiog-room, and play on my harp* 

siefiord, or sit there reading my books; — and in short, theri; 

wa^ a forwardm^ss wiwh would hate led to my absolutely^is- 
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dMfgi^f him a icmg time heton^ V I Imfl not niM« « Ml*! of 
rule to myself to forbe«r» is long as posriUoi 'frotai Mltfotiii^ 
any servant, wbo bad be«i pkeed about mt by bis Itoyal High* 
ness. Before Mr. Cole lived with the Prfaee, fa^ had fited 
im'Uh the Duke of Devonshire, and I had Reason to betiev^ 
that be carried to Devonshire H^ouse, all the obs^rvUfions he 
could make at mine. For these various reasons, just before 
the Duk^ of Kent was abont to go out of the kingdoift, f re- 
quested his Royal Highness tiie Duke of Kent, who had 
been good enough to take the trouble of arrauging iMiny par^ 
ticulars in my eslhiblishuient, to make the arrangement with 
respect tp Mr. Cole ; which wao to leai^ fam in town to wail 
i^on Bse only when I wetrt to Carlton Ho^e, and not to 
tome to l^fcmtiigu^ House, eiccept when eqiectaily requirM; 
This arrangement) it seeiUSi ofiended him^ It certainly die*' 
prived him of some perquisiies^ whieh he had when Kting H 
Mickbealh ; but upon tlie Whole, as it left hius so much more 
of his time at his own disposal, 1 should not have thought it 
had been much to his prejadiee* it seems, however, tlidt he 
d«l not like it; and I must leave this part of the casCi ifttitli 
ope observation more«-That your Majesty, I trust, willlttrdty 
believe, that if Mr. Cole had, by any accident, discovered 
any improper conduct of mine towards Sir Sidney Smith, or 
any one else, the way which I should have taken to suppress 
his information^ to close his mouth, would have been by 
immedialely adc^ting an arrailgeaent in my fomily, with 
regard to him, which was either prejudicial or disagreeable 
to him : or that the way to remove him from the opportunity 
and the temptation of betraying my secret, whether through 
levity or design, in the quarter where it would be most fiital 
to me that it should be known, was by making an arrange* 
inent which* while all his resentment and anger were il'esfc 
and warm about him, would place him ftequeiitlyk n&y, al- 
most daily at Carlton House; would place Mfls pteciseljr at 
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diftt place, from whence, unqiiestionably, it inast haTe been 
my interest to have kept him as far removed as possible* 

There is little or nothing in the examinations of the other 
witnesses, which is material for me to observe upon, as hx 
as respects this part ef the case. It appears from them, in- 
deed, what I have had no difficalty in admitting, and have 
observed upon before, that Sir Sidney Smith was frequently 
at Montague House— that they have known him to be alone 
with me in the morning, but that they never knew him alone 
with me in an evening, or staying later than my company or 
the ladies — for what Mr. Stikeman says, with respect to his 
being alone with me in an evening, can only mean, and is 
only reconcileable with all the rest of the evidence, on this 
part of the case, by ita being understood to mean alone, in 
respect of other company, but not alone, in the absence of 
my ladies. The deposition, indeed, of my servant, S, Ro- 
berts, IS thus far material upon that point, that it exhibits 
Mr. Cole, not less than three years ago, endeavouring to col- 
lect evidence upon these points to my prejudice. —For your 
Majesty will find that he says, ** I recollect Mr. Cole once 
asking me, I think three years ago, whether there were any 
favourites in the family. I remember saying that Captain 
Manby and Sir Sidney Smith were frequently at Blackheatb, 
and dined there oftener than other persons." He then pro- 
ceeds — '' I never knew Sir Sidney Smith stay later than the 
ladies; I cannot exactly say at what time he went, but I never 
remember his staying alone with the Princess." 

As to what is contained in the written declarations of Mr. 
and Mrs. Lampert, the old servants of Sir John and Lady 
Douglas, (as from some circumstances or other respecting, 1 
conceive, either their credit or their supposed importance) 
the Commissioners have not thought proper to examine them 
upon tjtieir oaths, I do not imagine your Majesty would ex-* 
pect that I should take any notice of them. And as to what 
is deposed by my Lady Douglas, if your Majesty will observe 
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the gross and horrid indeceDcies, with which she ushers fai, 
and states my confessions to her, of my asserted criminal In- 
tercourse with Sir Sidney Smith; your Majesty, 1 am confi« 
dent, will not be surprised that I do not descend to any par' 
ticuiar observations on her deposition. — One» and one only 
observation will I make, whicli, however, could not have 
escaped your Majesty, if I had omitted it:— that your Ma- 
jesty will have an excellent portraiture of the true female de* 
licacy and purity of my Lady Douglas's mind and character, 
when you will observe that she seems wholly insensible to 
what a sink of infamy she degrades herself, by her testimony 
against me. It is not only that it appears, from her state-' 
ment, that she was contented to live in familiarity and appa- 
rent friendship with me, afler the confession which I made 
of my adultery (for by the indulgence and liberality, as it is 
called, of modern manners, the company of adulteresses has^ 
ceased to reflect that discredit upon the characters of other 
women who admit of their society, 'which the best interests- 
of female virtue may, perhaps, require). But she was con- 
tented to live in familiarity with a woman who, if Lady Ooiig-> 
las's evidence of me is true, was a most low, vulgar, and 
prbfligate disgrace to her sex ; the grossness of whose ideas 
and conversation, would add infamy to the lowest, most vul- 
gar, and most infamous prostitute. It is not, however, upon 
this circumstance, that I rest assured no reliance can be placed 
on Lady Douglas's testimony; but, after what is provedj, 
with regard to her evidence respecting my pregnancy and de- 
livery in 1802, I am certain that any observations upon her 
testimony or her veracity, must be flung away. 

Your Majesty has therefore now before you the state of the 
charge against me, as far as it respects Sir Sidney Smith. 
And this is, as I understand the Report, one of the charges 
which, with its unfavourable interpretations, must, in the 
opinion. of the Commissioners, he credited till'decidediy cok-^ 
tradicted. 
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44 Utfk^^^ l>f fiff|iirDt npitiiw. pn terms ^gmtVBiy 
«i^r W I h(^^ W4 befpi*, the; fimnpt !^ ppuMr^ipM 9t lU, 
How infeiepcei M onfavpur^M^ inteKprj^t^Uoos lun^ tp bf df- 
ci4iHl|jr ^ptni4ic?M, I wUh tbe CQi9ini9#ip||0r« hafi beefisn 

iM «» tafj>|>i|tt», I know of 1^ im^iMe mj^ bqt fry, t|ie d^ 

^l^qn^ of vyneif 9Pd Sif Sffjo^y Sqwtl|. Y^t> w? bcjqg Oie 

Qliim^ gW^y P^rtWff, Qwr depialf mrobAbly* will ^ tboi^lit 

9f ¥» V^ wagbft A# to oy oivn^ Ii9wy^, 1 Miuiei: it to 

yQlur M^eaty^ ii^ ti|e jpost solemn mfuuHtc ; |trid If I luieir 

^b%t fact it wu tlint ) OVig^t tq GoDtn^Uct to dc^r my ipiia« 

^rffPf^ I i|09|ld Bfecinety fic||lr^39 iRy«clf to that fa^t, a? I am 

cpnfidef^t my i^fmscieqc^ would f^oiibl^ me to dp, to ftny from 

wbicli ^ criipifui) or ail unb^ooffiiag infereace QQ^M be ^>^vp< 

I ^fvy sqre^ l^o^eyer, yPMr Majftsly wUl k^\ for tbe bmwii 

lllt^ )in4 df^ded ftitufttiQiu to ^Mch t^ia 6«pert bM i^ 

499ed ypw daugfetei-iprtaw, tbf Prin^ew of Wi|l«i; vlw 

• yA\i 8f e b«r redHC^d to tb^ ^e(^e&iity of eitb^r ris^iqg tbf d^ 

l^r,. tjia^ \bf^ iqQ9t ^Qf^vpu|rs|bl^ iat^pKtatims sbo^|d b^<^i^^ 

ditedi; Q|: ^Ise of statiqig^ 99 I am now degraded to, tbe necei-. 

sjty of statiag, that« mt ooty no adulterous qr criminal, biit 

i|0 indecettt or impfop.¥Jr intfircoqrse wbs^tever, evfr subsisted 

^t^^eq Sir Sidney SmUb 9ad n^yaelf^ or any t^i^g wbich I 

sbould ^ve objected that_aU tbe world ^boqld have seep. I 

^fiy defiira^ded to tbe neoesdity of stating it ; fyx your Majesty 

fiiist feel tbtit 9, wojBg(f)n> cbar^cter is^ degraded, wben it is pu^ 

apqn hf r (o make ftuch statement, at tbe peril qf tbe ipootrary 

beiQg credited^ upless sbe decidedly contradicts it. Sir Sidf 

l^ey 3tnitb's absence from tte country, prevents my calliog 

upon him to attest tbe same trutb* But I trust, wben ywf 

l^ajes^y sball fipd, ^s you v^ill fiad, tbat my declaration to a 

similar effect, witb respect to tbe other gentlemeo, referred t(f 

ID this Report^ 19 confirmed by their denial, tbat your Maf* 

jesty will think tbat, in. a case wbere nothing but my own 

;i!rord cap be addjuced^ my own word alone may be opposed to 
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vMtere? littfe reowiof of crHit or we igbft iwy, after nil lh« 
atNiYiP olm^viiti«iis, te «iippos«d yet to belong to Mr. Cuioj 
tq l^i^ ipferenoe9, hi? io^uatiotts, or 1m» factp. Not iode^d 
tb^t t liaye yet fioisbed my obavrvatioas on Mr. Cole'« cro* 
4it; bMt I mu^t reserve Xht remainder till I consider bi» tfh 
4m^e vitb respe<^t to Mr. L4iiirrence; and till I bave oeoflH 
9104^ to comment upon the t^siioiony of Fanny Lloyd* TbeHi 
indeed, I shall be under the necessity of ezihibfting to yonf 
' Maieaty tbe^ witnessf s^ Fanny Lloyd and Mr. Cole» (both 
Qf whom are represented as so uabiMsed and so credible) 
ip flat, i^emv^ and irrecoBcileable contradiction to each 
otbex* 

T|ie next person, with whom my improper intimacy k ha* 
muated, is Mr. Lawrence the painter. 

The principal witness on this charge is also M?* Cde. Mr« 
IR^ Bidgood saya nothing about him. Fanny Lloyd says nih 
thing about him; and all that Mrs. Lisle says is perfe^itljr 
trM€» s^od I ^m neither able, nor feel interested, to contradict 
It. ** Tbat she remembers my sitting to Mr. Lawrence for my 
picture at Blackbeatb, and in London; that she has left me 
^t hi9 honise in town with him, but she thinks Mrs. Fitzge* 
xaiX4 was with ns;'and that ahe thinks I sat alone with him 
fit Blaekheath." But Mr. Cole s|>eaks of Mr. Lawrence in a 
qiapQer that calJA for particular observation. He says, " Mn 
Lawrence the painter used to go to Montague House about 
the latter end of IBO), when he was painting the Princess^ 
f nd be has slept in the honse two or three nights together. I 
hare often seen him alone with the Priocess at 11 or 12 o'clock 
fit night He has bee^ there as late as one and two o'clock in 
the morning. One night I saw tim with tlU Prince^ in tk$ 
Blue Room, after the ladies had retired^ Same time e^ter'^ 
wardf, when I supposed he had gone to his roam, Iweni tasea 
tl^ of I was eafe, and I found the Blue Room doior looked, tmd 
l^rda ^biegering in it; and I wv^tawegf*' Here agaif^ 
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your Majesty observes, that Mr. Cole deals his deadliest 
blows against my character^ by itii^iDuation. And here, again, 
his insinuation is left unsifted Hnd unexplained. I here un- 
derstand him to In.Ninuate that, though he supposed Mr. 
Lawrence to have gone to his room, he was still where he 
had said he last left him ; and that the locked door prevented 
him from seeing me and Mr. Lawrence alone together, whose 
whispering, however, he notwithstanding overheard. 

Before, Sire, I come to my own explanation of the fact of ■ 
Mr. Lawrence's sleeping at Montague House, I must again 
refer to Mr. Cole's original declarations. I must again exa- 
mine Mr. Cole, against Mr. Cole; which I cannot help la- 
menting it does not seem to have occurred to others to have 
done; as I am persuaded, if it had, his prevarications and 
his falsehood could never have escaped them. They would 
then have been able to have traced, as your Majesty wilt 
now do, through my observations, by what degrees he hard- 
ened himself up to the infamy (for i can use no other ex- 
pression) of stating this fact, by which he means to insinuate 
that he heard me and Mr. Lawrence, locked up in this Blue 
Room, whispering together, and alone. I am sorry to he 
obliged to drag your Majesty through so long a detail; but 
I am confident your Majesty's goodness and love of justice 
will excuse it, as it is essential to the vindication of my cha« 
racter, as well as to the illustration of Mr. Cole's. 

Mr. Cole's examination, as contained in his first written 
declaration of the 11th of January, has nothing of this. I 
mean not to say that it has nothing concerning Mr. Lawrence, 
for it has much, which is calculated to occasion unfavourahte 
interpretations, and given with a view to that object. But 
that circumstance, as I submit to your Majesty, increases the 
weight of my observation. Had there been nothing, in his 
first declaration, about Mr. Lawrence, at all, it might have 
been imagined that, perhaps, Mr. Lawrence escaped his re* 
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collection altogether ; or that his declaration had been sdely 
directed to other persons ; but, as it does contain observations 
respecting Mr. Lawrence, but nothing of a locked door, or 
the whispering within it ; how he happened, at that time, not 
to recollect, or if he recollected, not to mention so very 
striking and remarkable a circumstance, is not, I should^ 
imagine, very satisfactorily to be explained. His statement 
ID that first declaration, stands thus, " In 1801, Lawrence, 
the painter, was at Montague House, for four or five days at 
a time,, painting the Princess's picture. That he was fre- 
quently alone late in the night with the Princess, and much 
suspicion was entertained of him/' Mr. Cole's next declara- 
tioo, at least the next which appears among the written de- 
clarations, was taken on the 14th of January; it does not men- 
tion Mr. Lawrence's name, but it has this passage : ** When 
Mr. Cole found the drawing-room, which led to the staircase 
to, the Princess's apartments, locked (which ;your Majesty 
knows is the same which the witnesses call the Blue Room) 
he does not know whether any person was with her : but 
it appeared odd to him, as he had formed some suspicions*'* 
The striking and important observation on this passage is, 
that, when he first talks of the door of the drawing-room 
being locked, so far from his mentioning any thing of 
uMsperihg. being overheard, he expressly says, that he did 
not know that any body was with me. The passage is like- 
wise deserving your Majesty's most serious consideration on 
another ground. For it is one of those which shews that 
Mr. Cole, though we have four separate declarations made 
by him, has certainly made other statements which have not 
been transmitted to your Majesty ; for it evidently refers to 
something which he had said before, of having found the 
drawing-room door locked, and no trace of such a statement 
is discoverable in the previous examination of Mr. Cole, as 
I have received it, and I have no doubt that, in obedience to 
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jjour lfiyMty'» CMHnutds» I tia«r«at lengtfi beoi fttrauhed 
vitii tb€ whole. I don't lavm^ Midc«d» thai it AasXi be 
ipatter of complaint frooi ne^ Ifaat your Majestj^ has not 
been fimiished witii all tfae staiteiiiaiits of Mr. Cok» beoaiiie> 
from the sample I aec of them* I cannot sufipoae that any 
of tliem could have f«umi»bed any 4hing favotirable to m^ 
cscept, indeed, thaft they might have fursahod dm with freah 
qieani of dpntradicling him by himself. 

But your Majesty will see that there haye been otber state* 
meots not commonicated; a circumstance of which both yoas 
]^jet»iy and I hn^ reason to complain. But it mny be out 
of its place farther to notice tfa»t lact at pvesent. 
. To retunn, tbere^bt e, to Mr. Cole : in bis third dedaeatioB* 
dated tim QMk of JonuoiQ^, there is out a word about Mjr« 
lAwwnee.. ki hie fourth and ls«t, which is dated on tbs 38d 
of February^ be saya^ " the person who wus alone with tin 
lady at late hours of the night (twebe and one e*ciock)i ami 
whom he left atttiif up after he went to hed^ was Mr. Iiew^ 
, nnco) whieh happened two diierent nights." Here ie like« 
wise unother (race of a farmer statement which m w>t gifefi t 
fpe no such person is mentioned belore* in any that/i bava 
been famished with. 

Your Majesty, then, bere obsenrea that, after having fHre» 
evidence in two of his declarations, respecting Mr. Lawrence 
by name^ in whuih. he mentions nothing of locked doois; 
nnd after having, in another declaration, given an account of 
n locked door, bol eapressly stated that he knew not whether 
any one was with me within it, and said nothing about 
whispering being overheard, but, impliedly, at least, nc^" 
tived it ; in the deposition before the Commissioners, he puts 
all these things together, and has the liardihood to add (^ 
them that rematkable cireuinstance, which could not havt 
escaped his recollection, at the first, if it ha^l been trne> '' ^ 
his h«ring» on the same night in whieb he ^nd me and Mr. 
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* 
faiotncealimt^ after the Mk»% were gone to bed, < 
to the fooiii'Wbeo be thou^t Mr. Lawrence nmthtttre ham 
MtiiMNl^ and filifiMl tbe door locked^ and beard Ibe wbinpcf^ 
ivg ;^* and tbeit agnin be gives another imtanoe-oC bis booeatgp^ 
Bnd» iipoB tbei^ONB priaciple on whicb be took no notice of 
the man in the great coat, be finds tbe door locked, btan 
Ibe Urbisperiog, and^tben be silently «Dd oootentediy retiraa. 

And tbiswiloess^ wbo&us not only wrica in bis testimon|^ 
but confradidt»biiiiself in 9ucb important partionlan, is one 
^-tbose wbo cannot be suspected of unfavourable btas^ abd 
vriibse verjicily is not to bequestionedi and wdioaa evidcwe 
niust bs credited till'deoidedly ooDtradicted* 

These obsetTations mi^t probaUy be deemed suiBeieat 
npon Mr* Ode's deposition, as £sr as it respeots M r. Lasvw 
renee; bat I oanaDt be* satisfied withoat explaitiing to yoMr 
Majesty 4^1 the trnth and tbe particnkrs rsspcothig Hu 
Lawrtafije «(hieb I receileot. 

WbattI recoUeiolj tben^ JSfasKfollowsi He begava-burge pie- 
tnreH>l me, find>of myidali|^c, tovtrdi d»D Ibtter endof 
the yesftr laM/or ttmbe^nniogof 1801. Mks Gartti and 
Miite»fiayitiani leeie in the bnosa iwith,Bse^>tfae time. The 
picturems paimtedat MontagoeiioiHe* Mn Lawrenee men* 
ttaiwi^ MiisHaynmnbis'Viisb totbeperosiitdlto rcoidnr some 
fcff fligbtsaittbe/fooiise, ^att^ by iisuig early, bi^ miightibegin 
painting ion the picture bieftftretbe PHncns GiMitldtl»(ivh!Ose 
tesidenee being-attbattinieat SbooterV Hill, #as.eoabled t9 
come early), or myself came to »it« It was* a simiMr request 
to that which bad been made by Sir Wiliimn Beecbty, when 
be paukted my picture. And I was sensible of no impioprietyi 
when I^granted the request to either of them. Mr. Lawrence 
occupied tbe same room which bad been oeeupied by Sir 
William Beecby : it was at the other end* of the bouse from 
ray apartment. 

At that time Mr. Lawrence did not dine with me; bfe 

r 
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dinner was served in bis own room. After dionier he euaUt 
down to tfae room where I and my ladies generally sat in 
an evening — sometimes there was music, io which he joined* 
and sometimes he read poetry. Parts of Sbakspeare's playi 
I particularly remember, from his reading them very well; 
and sometimes he played chess with me. It frequently msy 
•have happened I hat it was one or two o'clock before I dis- 
jBissed Mr. Lawrence and my ladies. They» together irith 
Bf r. Lawrence, went out of the same door, up the same stair- 
case, and at the same time. According to my own recollec- 
tion, I should have said, that, in no one instance, they had 
left Mr. Lawrence behind them, alone with me. But I sup- 
pose it did happen ooce, for a short time, since Mr. Lawrence 
so recollects it, as your Majesty will perceive from his depo- 
sition, which I annex. He staid in my house two or three 
nights together; but how many nights in the whole I do not 
recollect. The picture left my house by April, 1801, and 
Mr. Lawrence never slept in my house afterwards. That pic- 
ture now belongs to Lady Townshend. He has since com- 
I^ted another picture of me; and, about a year and a half 
ago, he began another, which remains at present unfinished. I 
, believe it is near a twelvemonth since I List sat to him. 

Mr. Lawrence lives upon a footing of the greatest intimacy 
with the neighbouring families of Mr. Lock and Mr. Anger- 
stein ; and I have asked him sometimes to dine with me to 
meet them. While I was sitting to him at my own house, I 
have no doubt I must have often sat to him alone, as the ne- 
cessity for the precaution of having an attendant as a witness 
to protect my honour from suspicion, certainly never occurred 
to me. And, upon the same principle, I do not doubt that I 
may have sometimes continued in conversation with his^ 
after he had finished painting. But when sitting in his own 
house, 1 have always been attended with one of my ladies: 
and*, indeed, nothing in the examinations state the contrary* 
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One part of Mrs. Lisle's examination seems as if she bad bad 
a question put to her upon the supposition that I bad been 
left alone with Mr. Lawrence at his own house; to which she 
answers, that she indeed had left me there, but that she 
thinks she left Mrs. Fitzgerald with me. 

If an inference of an unfavourable nature could hare been 
drawn from my having beenieft there alone;— was it, Siiw, 
taking all that care, which might be wished, to guard against 
such an inference on the part of the Commissioners, when 
they Qjnitted to send for Mrs. Fitzgerald to ascertain what 
Mrs. Lisle may have left in doubt 1 The Commissioners, I give 
them the fullest credit, were satisfied t|iat Mrs. Lisle thought 
correctly upon this fact, and that Mr?. Fitzgerald, if she had 
been sent for again, would so have proved it, and therefore 
that it would have been troubling her to no purpose* But this 
it is of which L conctive myself to ^ave most reason to com- 
plain — that the examinations, in several instances, have not 
been followed up, so as to remove unfavourable impressions. 

I cannot but feel satisfied that the Commissioners would 
have been glad to have been warranted in negativing all cri« 
minality, and all suspicion on this part of the charge, as 
completely, and honourably, as they have done, on the prin- 
cipal charges of pregnancy and delivery. They traced that 
part of the charge with ability, sagacity, diligence, and perse- 
verance ; and the result was complete satisfaction of my inno- 
cence ; complete detection of the falsehood of my accusers. 
Encouraged by their success, in that part of their Inquiry, I 
lament that they did not (as they thought proper to enter into 
the other part^ of it at all) with similar industry pursue it. If 
they had, I am confident they would have pursued it with the 
same success ; but though they had convicted Sir John and 
Lady Douglas of falsehood, they seem to have thought it tm- 
poasible to suspect, of the same falsehood, any other of the 
witnesses, though produced by Sir John and Lady Douglas. 

G 
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The ^ost tfbtions means, tWefore, of trjf ing tlieir credft', by 
xdlJUphiTitagtheir eviidence With Whatth^ylrad said beffore, seems 
\o mt to hflfve been omitted. Mliny fadts are kit upon surmiaie 
imly and insimtatiom ; oibTious means of getting further infor- 
mation, on doubtful and snspicioiJ^circumstanceSf arenotre- 
'sorfed to ; ntad, tts if the important matter of the Inquiry (oa 
Hvtiich a vHtistactory condusion had been formed) was all that 
■required any very mtfentive or accurate consideration; there- 
'inainder of it >mis pursued in a manner which, as it seems to 
'tee, cflin only be accounted for by the pressure of what may 
tiave been deemed more important duties — ^and of this I slioulS 
Im'T^ made but little complaint, if this Inquiry, where itis itf- 
perfect, had not been followed by a Report, whidh the tno^ 
Bccurafe only could have justified, and which, such autfccu- 
tate Inquiry, I nm confident, never could have produced. 

If nhy credit was given to Mr. Cole's story of the locked 
*^oor, tmd fhe whtsperitig ;. and to Mr. Lawrence having been 
left with me, so frequently, of anight, when my ladies bad left 
us, why Were not all my ladies examined ? why Were not all 
toy servants examined as to their knowledge of that fact? 
And, if they had been so examined, and had contradicted the 
fact, so sworn to by Mr. Cole, as they must have done, had 
they been examined to it, that alone would have been suffi- 
eient to have removed his name from the list of unsuspected 
and unquestionable witnesses, and relieved me from much of 
the suspicion which his evidence, till it was examined, was cal- 
culated to have raised in your Majesty's mind. — And,tock>«e 
this statement, and these observations, and in addition lb 
them,-^I m68t solemnly assert, to ydur Majesty, that Mr. 
'Lawrence, neither at his own house, nor at mine, norany 
where else, eter was, for otie moment, by night or by day, kk 
'the same foom withme, when the door of it was iockied ; that 
he kiever was in my company, of an eveuiog, alone, except 
the momentary conversation which Mr. ^Lawrence speaks to. 
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may be thought an exception ; and that nothing ever passed, 
between him and me, which all the world might not have wi^ 
nessed. And, Sire, I have a deposition, to the same effect^ 
from Mr. Lawrence. 

To satisfy myself, therefore, aod your Majesty, I have 
shewn, I trust, by unanswerable observations and arguments^ 
that there is no colour for crediting Mr. Cole, or, conse- 
quently, any part of this charge, which rests solely on his 
evidence. But, to satisfy the requisition of the Commis- 
sioners, I have brought my pride to submit (though not 
without great pain, I can assure your Majesty) to add the 
only contradictions, which I conceive can be given, those of 
Mr. Lawrence and myself. 

The next person, with whom these examinations charge my 
improper familiarity, and with regard to which the Report 
represents the evidence as particularly strong, is Captain 
Manby. With respect to him, Mr. Cole's examination is silent. 
But the evidence, on which the Commissioners rely on this 
part of the case, is Mr. Bidgood's, Miss Fanny Lloyd's, and 
Mrs. Lisle's, — It respects my conduct at three different places; 
at Montague House, Southend, and at Ramsgate. 1 shall pre- 
serve the facts and my observations more distinct, if I consi- 
der the evidence, as applicable to these three places, sepa- 
rately, and in its order; and I prefer this mode of treating it, 
as it will enable me to consider the evidence of Mrs. Lisle, in 
the first place, and consequently put it out of the reach of the 
harsher observations, which 1 may be under the necessity of 
making, upon the testimony of the other two. For, though 
Mrs. Lisle, indeed, speaks to having seen Captain Manby at 
East Cliff, in August 1803, to the best of her remembrance it 
was only once ; she speaks to his meeting her at Deal, in the 
same season ; that he landed there with some boys, whom I 
took oi\ charity, and who were under his care; yet she speaks 
of nothing there that can require a single observation from 
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me. — ^The material parts of her evidence respect her seeing 
him at Blackheath, the Christmas before she had seen him at 
East- Cliff. She says, " it was the Christmas after Mr. Aus- 
tin's child came, consequently the Christmas 1802-3. — He 
used to come to dine there ;" she says. " he always went away 
in her presence, and bhe had no reason to think he staid after 
the ladies retired. He lodged on the Heath at that time; 
his ship was fitting iipat Deptford ; he came to dinner three 
or four times a week or more. — She supposes he might he 
alone with the Princess, but that she was in the habit of see- 
ing gentlemen and tradesmen, without her being present. 
She (Mrs. Lisle) has seen htm at luncheon and dinner both. — 
The boys (two boys) came with him two or three times, but 
not to dinner. — Captain Manby always sat next the Prin- 
cess at dinner. The constant company were Mrs. and Miss 
Fitzgerald and herself— all retired with the Princess, and sat 
in the same room. Captain Mauby generally retired about 
eleven ; and sat with us all till then. Captain Manby and the 
Princess used, when we were together, to be speaking to- 
gether separately, conversing separately, but not in a room 
alone. He was a person with whom the l^rincess appeared 
to have greater pleasure in talking than with her .ladies. 
Her Royal Highness behaved to him only as any tnrnian^ 
would who likes flirting. She {Mrs, Lisle) would not have 
thought any married woman would have behaved properly, 
who would have behaved as her Royal Highness did to Cap- 
tain Manby. She can't say whether the Princess was attached 
to Captain Manby, only that it was a flirting conduct. She 
never saw any gallantries, as kissing her hand, or the like.^ 

I have cautiou-ily stated the whole of Mrs. I isle's evidence 
upon this part of the case; and I am sure your Majesty, in 
reading it, will not fail to keep the fdcts which Mrs. Lisle 
speaks to, separate from the opinion or judgnjent uhich slic 
forms upon them.— -I mean not to speak disrespectfully or 
ilightingly of Mrs. Lisle's opinion, or express myself as in any 
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degree indifferent to it. But whatever there was which she 
observed in my conduct, that did not become a married wo* 
man, that ** was only like a woman who liked flirting/' and 
*' ONLY a flirting conduct/' — I am convinced your Majestj 
must be satisfied that it must have been far distant from a^ 
fording any evidence of crime* of vice, or of indecency, as it 
l>assed openly in the company of my ladies, of whom Mrs. 
Lisle herself was one. 

The facts she states, are, that Captain Manby came very 
frequently to my house; that he dined there three or four 
times a week in the latter end of the year 1802 ; that he sat 
next to me at dionir ; and that my conversation, after dinner 
in the evening, used to be with Captain Manby, separate from 
my ladies. — These are the facts ; and is it upon them that 
my character, I will not say, is to be taken away, but is to be 
effected? 

Captain Manby had, in the autumn of the same year, been 
introduced to me by Lady Townshend, when 1 was upon a 
visit to her at Rainham. 1 think he came there only the 
day before 1 left it. He was a naval officer, as I understood, 
and as 1 still believe, of great merit. What little expenccy 
lu the way of charity, I am able to afford, 1 am best pleased 
to dedicate to the education of the children of poor, but 
honest persons ; and I most generally bring them up to the 
service of the Navy. I had, at that time, two boys at school, 
whom I thought of an age fit to be put to sea. 1 desired 
Lady Townshend to prevail upon Captain Manby to take 
them. He consented to it, and of course I was obliged to him; 

About this time, or shortly afterwards, he was appointed 
to the Africaine; a ship, which was fitting up at Deptford. 
To be near his ship, as I understood and believe, he took 
lodgings at Blackheath ; and as to the mere fact of his being 
so frequently at my house,— his intimacy and friendship with 
Lord and Lady Townshend, which of itself was assurance to 

OS 
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■e of hit respectability and ofaanicter,-^aiy plcaciire in ihew<> 
Mg my r€tpect to theaif hj notice and attention to a friend of 
theirsy^his undertaking Ike care of my ckarity boys, — and bit 
accidental residence at Blackheatb, will, I should trust, not 
unreasonably account for it. I have a similar account like- 
wise to give of paying for the linen furniture wkb which his 
cabin was furnished. Wishing to make him some return for 
his trouble with the boys, I desired that I might choose the 
pattern of his furniture. . I not only chose it, but bad it sent 
to him, and paid the bill; finding, however, that it did not 
come to more than about twenty pounds, I thought it a shab* 
by present, and therefore added some trifling present of plate* 
So I have frequently done, and I hope, without offence, may 
be permitted to do again, to any captain on whom I impose 
such trouble. Sir Samuel Hood has now two of my charity 
boys with him; and I have presented him with a silver 
Epergne. i should be ashamed to notice such things, but 
your Majesty perceives that they are made the subject of In* 
^iry from Mrs. Fitsgerald, and Mr. Stikeman, and I was 
desirous tbat they should not appear to be particular in the 
case of Captain Manby. 

But to return to Mrs. Listens examination. Mrs. Lisle says, 
Ibat Captain Manby, when he dined with me, sat next to ue 
at dimien Before any inference is drawn from that lact, I 
an sure your Majesty will observe that* in the next line of 
Mrs. Listens examination, she says, ** that the conetaiit com* 
pany was Mrs. and Miss Fitzgerald, and herself, Mrs.Lisle/ 
The only gentleman, the only person of the whole party whi» 
vras.not of my own family, was Captain Manby; and his' sit- 
ting next to me, under such circumstances, I -should a|^pe> 
bend could not possibly afford any inference of any tind. " In 
the evening we were never alone. The whole company sat 
together; nay, even as to his being with me alone of a mora- 
ing, Mrs, Lisle seems to know nothing of the fact, but from 
a coiyecture, founded upon her knowledge of my known usual 
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liabit, with re^ptct to seelaf geotiemeQ^ who might call nppn 
me. And the very fouadation of her coojeoture deroonstratea 
that tbii circoiDstance cao be no evideuce of any thing pac ti» 
cular with regard to Captain Manby. 

As to my conversing with Captain Manby separately, J da 
Bot understand Mrs. Lisle as meaning to speak to tlie state of 
the ciMiversation uninterruptedly, during the whole of any of 
the several evenings, when Captain Manby was with me; if 
I did so understand her, I should certainly most confidently 
aaaert that she was not correct. That, in the course of tlm 
evf Qing, as the ladies were working, reading, or otherwise 
amusing themselves, the conversation was sometimes more 
and sometimes less general ; and that they sometime^ too^ 
more, sometimes less part in it;— that frequently it was b<s« 
tween Captain Manby and myself alone; — and (bat, when 
we were all together, we two might frequently be the only 
perscMis not otherwise engaged, and therefore be justly said to 
be speaking together separately. Besides, Captain Manby ha9 
been rouiul the world with Captain Vancouver. I have looked 
over prints, in books of voyages, with him; he has explained 
them to me; the ladies may or may not have been looking 
over them at the same time ; they may have been engaged 
with their own amusements. Here, again, we may be said 
to have been conversing separately, and consequently that 
]Mrs. lisle, in this sense, is perfectly justified in saying that 
" I used to convert separately with Captain Manby," I hav^ 
not the h^ast difficulty in adii[kittiiig. But have I not again 
ireaaon to complain that this expression of Mrs. Lisle's was not 
mor« jsifted, but left in a manner, calculated to raise an im- 
pressioB thatihis separate conversation was studiously sought 
for, was constfint, uniform, and uninterrupted, though it by 
. po meauj^ asserts any MDuh thing] But whether I used almay$ 
ao to converse with him, or generally^ or only sometimes, or 
for what pro|ioi[ tioj) of the evening I used to be so engaged^ ia 
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left unasked and unexplained. Have ( not likewise just rea* 
son to complain, that, though Mrs. Lisle states that Mrs. 
Fitzgerald and Miss Fitzgerald were alwa}'S of the party, thej 
are not both examined to these circumstances ? But Miss 
Fitzgerald is not examined at all ; and Mrs. Fitzgerald, though 
examined, and examined too with respect to Captain Manby, 
does not ap|)ear to have had a single question put to her, witb 
respect to any thing which passed concerning him at Monta- 
gue House. May 1 not, therefore, complain that the examiaa^ 
tion, leaving the generality of Mrs. Lisle's expression uo* 
explained by herself; and the scenes to which it relates un- 
examined into, by calling the other persons, who were pre* 
sent, is leaving it precisely in that state, which is better cal- 
culated to raise a suspicion, than to ascertain the truth? 

But lam persuaded that the unfavourable impression, which 
is most likely to be made by Mrs. Lisle's examination, is not 
by her evidence to the facts, but by her opinion upon them. 
** I appeared," she says, *• to like the conversation of Cap- 
tain Mauby better than that of my ladies. I behaved to him 
onli/ as a woman who likes flirting; my conduct was unbe- 
coming a married woman; she cannot say whether I was at- 
tached to Captain Manby or not ; it was onljf a flirting con- 
duct." — Now, Sire, 1 must here again, most Seriously, com- 
plain that the Commissioners should have called for, or re* 
ceived, and much more reported, in this manner, the opinion 
Bud judgment of Mrs. Lisle upon my coniloct. Your Majes- 
ty's warraut purports to authorize them to collect the evidence, 
and not the opinions of others; and to report it, with their 
own judgment, surely, and not Mrs. Lisle's. Mrs, Lisle'a 
judgment was formed upon those facts, whicl»she stated to 
the Commissioners, or upon other facts. If upon those she 
stated, the Commissioners, and your Majesty, are as well 
able to form the judgment upon them as she was. If upon 
other iacts, the Coffimisstouers should have heard what those 
1 
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other facts were, and, upon them^ have formed and reported 
their judgment. 

I am aware, indeed, that if I were to argue that the facts 
which Mrs. Lisle states, afford the explanation of what she 
means by ** only flirting conduct," and by " behaviour un- 
becoming a married woman,** namely, that it consisted in 
having the same gentleman to dine with me three or four 
times a week ; letting him sit next me at dinner, when there 
were no other strangers in company ; " conversing with him 
separately, and appearing to prefer bis conversation to that 
of the ladies," — it would be observed, probably, that this 
was not all ; that there was always a certain indescribable 
something in manner, which gave the character to conduct, 
and must have entered mainly into such a judgment as 
Mrs. Lisle has here pronounced. 

To a certain extent 1 should be obliged to agree to this ; 
bot if I am to have any prejudice from this observation, if 
it is to give a weight and authority to Mrs. Lisle's judgment, 
let me have the advantage of it also. If it justifies the con- 
clusion that Mrs. Lisle's censure upon my conduct is right, 
it requires also that equal credit should be given to the qua- 
lification, the limit, and the restriction -which she herself 
puts upon that censure. 

Mrs. Lisle, seeing ail the facts which she relates, and ob- 
serving much of manner, which, perhaps, she could not de- 
scribe, limits the expression, " flirting conduct," by calling 
it " only flirting,'' and says (upon having the question asked 
to her, no doubt, whether from the whole she could collect 
that 1 was attached to Captain Manby ?) *' she could not say 
whether I was' attached to him, my conduct was not of a 
nature that proved any attachment to him ; it was only a 
flirting conduct." Unjust, therefore, as I think it, that any 
such question should have been put to Mrs. Lisle, or that 
her judgment should have been taken at all, yet, what I fear 
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ftojn it> as pveamg vfiih peoMliar hanfebip upf^n k^ i% tbut 
though it is Mrs. Lisle's final and ultimate jad^meol upoa 
tbe whole of my cofidnct, y^t^ wkeo deliviered to the Qopa- 
missiooers and your M^esty> it becomes evidepice. whieji». 
cowiecUd with all tbe facts on which Mrs. Lisle had forwed 
ik». may lead to slill further apd more unfavourable CQii^lu-^^ 
sious ia the minds of those who are afterwards to judge upoo 
it ; that her judgment will he the foundatioa of other jud^ 
meats against me» much severer than her own ; and that,, 
though she evidently limits her opinion, and by sayings 
^' ONI^Y flirting" impliedly negatives it, as affording any in- 
dication of any thing more improper, while she proceeds 
eofpressl^ to negative it as affording any proof of attach- 
ment ; yet it may be thought, by othiers, to justify their coa« 
sidering it as a species of conduct^ which shewed an attach- 
ment to tbe man to whom it was addressed ; which, in a 
married woman, was criminal and wrong. 
. What Mrs. Lisle exactly means by onfy fiirting conduct 
-^what degree of impropriety of conduct she would descril^ 
by it, it is extremely difficult, with any pr^f ision, to ascertain. 
How many women are there, most virtuous, most truly mo- 
dest, incapable of any thing impure, vicious, or immoral, in 
deed or thought, who, from greater vivacity of spirits, from 
\^% natur?d reserve, from that want of caution, which the very 
consciousness of innocence betrays them into, conduct them- 
selves in a manner, which a won^aa of a graver character, of 
more reserved disposition, but not with one particle of supe- 
rior virtue, thinks too incautious, too unreserved, too fa- 
miliar, and which, if forced upon her oath to give her opinion 
upon it, she might feel herself, as an honest woman, bound to 
say, in that opinion, was fiirting ! 

But whatever sense Mrs. Lisle annexes to the word^' flirt- 
ing," it is evident, as I said before, that she cannot mean any 
thing criminal, vicious, or indecent, or any thing with tbe 
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-least sdiade of deeper ]tai)>ropnety tham wbaA Is necessarily 
expressed in tlie word " flirting.*' Sh^ never would »httffe 
added^ as she does in both instances^ that it was only fliit- 
iDg, if she had thought it of a quality to be )*ecorded In a 
formal Keport amongst circumstances which mwft occasioti 
the most unfavourable interpretations, and which deserved the 
most serious consideration of your Majesty. To u?re it so,^ 
am sure your Majesty mu^t see, is to press it far beyond tbte 
meaning which she would assign to it herself. 

And, as I have admitted that there may be much indescri- 
. bable in the manner of doing any thing, so it must be ad- 
mitted to me thcit there is much indescribable, and most ma- 
terial also, in the manner of saying any thing, and in fhe ac- 
cent with which it is said. The whole context serves much 
to explain it ; and, if it is in answer to a question, the words 
of that question, the manner and the accent in which it k 
-asked, are also fnost material, to understand the precise mean- 
ing which the expressions are intended to convey ; and I 
must lament, therefore, extremely, if my Character is to be 
affected by the opinion of any witness, that the questions, by 
which that opinion was drawn from her, were not given too, 
as well as her answers, and if this inquiry had been prose- 
cuted before your Majesty's Privy Council, the more solemn 
and usual course of proceeding there, would, as I am in- 
formed, have furnished, or enabled me to furnish, your Ma- 
jesty with the questions as well as the answers. 
. Mrs. Lisle, it should also be observed, was, at the time df 
her examination, under the severe oppression of having, but a 
few days before, heard of the death of her daughter: a 
daughter who had been happily married, and who had lived 
happily with her husband in mutual attachment till her death. 
The very circumstance of ber then situation would naturally 
^ive a graver and severer cast to her opinions. When the 
question was proposed to-her, as a general question (and I 
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. presume it must have been so put to her], whether my con- 
duct was such as would 'become a married woman, possibly 
her own daughter's conduct, and what she would have ex- 
pected of her, might present itself to her mind. And I 
confidently submit to your Majesty's better judgment, that 
such a general question ought not, in a fair and candid con- 
sideration of my case, to have been put to Mrs. Lisle, or any 
other woman. For as to my conduct being, or not being, 
becoming a married woman, the same conduct, or any thing 
like it, which may occur in my ca&e, could not occur in the 
case of a married woman who was not living in my unfortu- 
nate situation ; or, if it did occur, it must occur under cir- 
cumstances which must give it, and most deservedly, a very 
different character. A married woman, living well and hap- 
{Hly with her husband, could not be frequently having one 
gentleman at her table, with no other company but ladies of 
her family; — she could not be spending her evenings fre- 
quently in the same society, and separately conversing with 
that gentleman, unless either with the privity and consent of 
her husband, or by taking advantage, with some management, 
of his ignorance and his absence: if it was with his privity 
and donsent, that very circumstance alone would unquestion- 
ably alter the character of such conduct ; if with manage- 
ment she avoided his knowledge, that very management 
would betray a bad motive. The cases, therefore, are not 
parallel — the illustration is not just: and the question which 
called for such an answer from Mrs. Lisle, ought not, in can- 
dour and fairness, to have been put. 

I intreat your Majesty, however, not to misunderstand me ; 
I should be ashamed, indeed, to be suspected of pleading any 
peculiar or unfortunate circumstance, in my situation, as an 
excuse for any criminal or indecent act. With respect to 
such acts, most unquestionably such circumstance can make 
no difference, can afford no excuse. T^hey must bear their 
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own clMinieter of dbgrace and mfamy under all cirenmttaDoef* 
But there are acts which are uubecomiog a married woman, 
which ought to be avmded by hier» from an apprehension lest 
they should render lier hosband uneasy, not because they 
might give him any reason to distrust her chastityy her virtue; 
or her morals, but becAose they might wound his feelings, by 
indicatiog a preference to the society of another man over hts, 
m a case where she had the option of both* But surely as 
to «ach acts they must necessarily bear a very different cha*' 
racfer, and receive a very different construction, in a case 
where, unhappily, there can be no such apprehension, and. 
where there is no such option. I must, therefore, be excused 
for dwelling so much upon this part of the case ; and I am 
sure your Majesty will feel me warranted in saying what I 
say with a confidence exactly proportioned to the respectabi- 
lity of Mrs. Lisle's character, that, whatever she meant by 
any of these expressions, she could not, by possibility, have 
meant to describe conduct, which, to her mind, afforded evi- 
dence of crime, vice, or indecency. If she had, her regard to' 
her own character, her own delicacy, her own honourable and' 
virtuous feelings, would, in less than two years, which have' 
since elapsed, have found some excuse for separating. hersetf 
from that intimate connexion, which, by her situation in fny 
household, subsists between us. She would not have re- 
mained exposed to the repetition of so grcTss an offence and 
insult to a modest, virtuous, and delicate woman, as that of 
bieing made, night by night, witness to scenes openly acted 
in her presence, offensive to virtue and decorum. 

If your Majesty thinks I have dwelt too long and tedi* 
ously on this part of the case, I intreat your Majesty to think 
what I must feel upon it. I felt it a great hardship, as I have 
frequently stated, that, under the cover of a grave charge of 
High Treason, the proprieties and decencies of my private 
conduct and behaviour have been made the subject, as I be- 
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iMMiiwuMgrftiiliiMj, of ai 
AaAtliit,mc<«s>qye«otofayliMy/a^tygi n » « e «l ^be<K> 
pMcAiQ tkt dn^fer of IMUliag joor Msjct^'i good optnioiiy 
IIOA boiag dcgnufed aad dugneed iiiTq>oMioa Ibvovigli tiM 
^•■iitfy» becaaiM what Hit. Liak Imm wd of nj eondnc^ 
thit i| WM.«< qdIj tiiot of o fmoM wIm likod flirtiBg/ has 
(filpoit rccotded m Ibe Rfcpoit on thk forwuA Iq^pary^ modo 
imaBMilten of gMvo criiM% odd of cmobImiI iB^iorteocoto 
tk«ttolo« 

. htt mo coi^wt jour Mai^tHy, owtr aod.over ogoinft hebm 
jOH soffiir lliit circiiiUftUinco to pr^odio^ »« ia yaw opinkiiN 
not wtiy to weigh aU tlie oircoowtOBeos I ba¥e stated* bol« to 
look round the firel raokf of female virtue io this coooti^^ 
and see how maii^ woineQ there are of most uoimpe^chable 
Ktpiltatioo, of most upsullied and unsuspected honour, eban 
rajfter,aod ▼irtue^ whosf cooduet, though living happily wi|h 
their hosbAods^ if sobmilted ta tbf judgment of persons^ of n 
seferer cast of miii4» especially if ssiddeued at the momciA 
1^ cal^o^ityi^ might be styled to be " flirting*" I. would not, 
however, bf$ understood pisinteodiog to represent Mirs. LisiV* 
juflgn^nt as being likely to be marked with aoy improper 
af^terity, aod thei^fof e I am certain she mu0t.either have hsd 
Qip^^df^ that theeapressiopssho bosu^d, io the manner whi^ 
she used them» were.capable of being oader«loo4 io ^ "^ 
ous a light as to be referred to, amoogst circums^mcesde" 
scir^g the most ^serjoos contideratioor mid whiob: nuiat Q€0t" 
sioo mos( unfavourable iutorprttations; oir she musf^ bj tka 
imposing novelty of b^r situolioo,, in^piivate examination bef 
forefour such grai^e characters*. hfiv«b^n surprised mto tk^ 
use of expression^ whifch^ with a, belter opportunity of- 
weighing themr Mm^ nt^uld either not have used atall^ or 
boTe ac<K>|npanied: wAtb MiU more of qualification than that 
which she has,, however* in some degree^ as it ia» annexed to 
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lirtvliale^ •pittiaiH \MAfmj' p t nm \ mfUto^t set iqp^ «tit 
ff«ie» in jttdgmeiit ttgantt ti« pnijpriitjr ef waj pimte «9«» 
dtMt Iklw 'voiM H lie tachtied, that tW psigmMtiff «M 
■MO 9k«iiM 1^ Mkedt «ad reemrded fat ft Mkna fti|init> 
tigakist tbc colMhiet of «iioIImk» etther with riBpedt lo liii be- 
bmow to his chikbeBi or to hi^mfe, or to anj otiicr idk^ 
Mire? How wOttM ii be eidured io cenereU mi I tMvt thCt 
my cose oii^t not, hi this respect, to feroi an ex€^plia«,tfaKt 
. ooe woemi «hoaki, in a sitoslar waidier, be placed in jadfe^ 
■Mat upon the conduct frfaootherl A«d thatjodgine&t ha 
yeporled^ where her character was of most hnportaace to 
her« as asMHigst things, wUeh mttst be credited till dookiedly 
conttadicted 1 Let e? ery one put tb^se questiolis hooM to 
thMr own breast, and before they impute blai&e to me, finr 
IHOtestiog against the fairness ^md justice of this procedure^ 
ask how they would feel upon it if it were their own case t 

But, perhtps, they cannot hrii^ their itoagiaatiMs to con- 
ceive that it coukt ever become their own case^ A feiw 
moDtln ago 1 could not have believed that it would bavi^ 
-been miae! 

But the just ground of my complaint mliy, ^Serhaps, be 
more easily appreciated and felt, by siq>posiag a more farni^ 
liar but an abalogous case. The High Tfeasott> with which I 
uras charged, was supposed to be comaiitted in the foul crime 
of adultery. Wbiat would be the impressiott of youl* Mi^esty* 
what would be the impression upbn the mind of auy obe, ac- 
quainted with the excellent kws of your Majesty's kingdom^ 
alid the admirable administrattoft of tbeia, if, upon ft i^om^^ 
ihrission of tfab kind, secretly to inquire iiito the conduct of 
any'man, upon a charge of High Treason against the StatC^ 
the Commissioners should not only proceed to inquire whe* 
tlier, in the judgment of the tritness, the conduct of the ac- 
cused was such as became a loyal wab^pat; but^ wlMa the 
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retnlt of tbdr Inquiry oUigni tbem to re|MMt directly against 
tke charge of Treason, they, nevertheless, should record an 
imputation, or libel, against his character for loyalty, and 
teportiog, as part of the evidence, the opinion of the witness^ 
that the conduct of the accused was such as did not become 
a loyal subject, should further report, that the evidence of 
that witness, without specifying any part of it, must be ore* 
dited till decidedly contradicted, and deserved the most seri- 
ous consideration? How could he appeal from that reporti 
How could he decidedly contradict the opinion of the wit- 
ness 1 Sire, there is no difference between this supposed case 
and mine, but this. That in the case of the man, a character . 
for loyalty, however injured, could not be destroyed by such 
an insinuation. His future life might give him abundant op- 
portunities of falsifying the justice of it. But a female cha- 
. jacter, once so blasted, what hope or chance has it of re- 
covery 1 

Your Majesty will not fail to perceive that I have pressed 
this part of the case with an earnestness which shews that I 
have felt it. I have no wish to disguise from your Majesty 
that I have felt it, and felt it strongly. It is the only part of 
the case which I conceive to be, in the least degree, against 
me, that rests upon a witness who is at all worthy of your 
Majesty's credit. How unfair it is, that any thing she has 
said should be pressed against me, I trust I have sufficiently 
shewn. In canvassing, however, Mrs. Listens evidence, I 
hope i have never forgot what was due to Mrs. Lisle. I have 
been as anxious not to do her injustice as to do justice to 
myself. I retain the same respect and regard for Mrs. Lisle 
now as I ever had.' If the unfavourable impressions, which 
the Commissioners seem to suppose, fairly arise out of the 
expressions she has used, I am confident they will be under- 
stood in a sense which was never intended by her. And I 
should scorn to. pqrchase any advantage to myself at the ex* 
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pcnae of the slightest impntatiOD, uojostly cast upoo Mrs* 
Lisie» or any one else. 

Leaving, tberefore, with these observations/ Mrs. Lisle's 
evidence, 1 must proceed to the evidence of Mr. Bidgood* 
The parts of it which apply to this part of the case, f mean 
my conduct to Captain Manby at Montague House, I shall 
detail. They are as follows: *' I first observed Captain 
Manby come to Montague -House either the eud of l803 or 
the beginning of 1804. I was waiting one day in the ante- 
room; Captain Manby bad his hat in his hand, and appeared 
to be going away ; be was a long time with the Princess^ 
and, as I stood on (he steps waiting, I looked into the room 
in which they were, and in the reflection on the looking- 
glass I saw them salute each other: I mean that they kissed 
each other's lips* Captain Manby then went away. I then 
observed the Princess have ber handkerchief in her bands, 
and wipe her eyes, as if she was crying, and went into the 
drawing*room.*' In his second deposition, on the 3d July» 
talking of his suspicions of what passed at Southend, he 
says, *' they arose from seeing them kiss each other,'' as I 
mentioned before, like people fond of each other; — a very 
close kiss. 

In these extracts from bis depositions, there can undoubt- 
edly foe no complaint of any thing being left to inference^ 
Here is a fact, which must, unquestionably, occasion almost 
as unfavourable interpretations, as any fact of the greatest 
impropriety and indecorum, short of the proof of actual crime. 
And this fact is positively and affirmatively sworn* to. And 
if this witness is truly represented, as one who must be cre- 
dited till he is decidedly contradicted ; and the decided con- 
tradiction of the parties accused, should be considered as; 
unavailing, it constitutes a charge which cannot possibly be 
answered. For the scene is so laid, that there is no eye to 
witness it but his own ; and, therefore^ there can be no one 
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wtko c$n possibly eontradi«t hiiiiy feDweterfclsehte^tory aty 
he, but the persons whom he accused; As fcr mt. She, 
thiftfi is no mode, the most solemn that can be d^sed, in 
whidi I shall BOt be aoxioas and huppy to oontradiet ifi 
And I do here most soYeranly, in the face of heaven, most 
^Arectly and positively affirm, that it is as foul> maliekNis, aivi 
itrcked k falsehood, as ever was invented by tbe mali^ of 
ifttD. Caplain Manby, to whom*! htfTe beenikmlef the ne- 
cessity of applying for thfat purpose, most expressly and pb^ 
sithrely denies it also. Beyond these our two deriltts^ th^re 
is nothing which cait, by possibility, be ttireetfy Gppt^e^ to 
Mr. BidjvOod's c^idclice. All that retnara^ to be done is to 
examine Mr. Bidgood's credit, ahc^ io se« ho^ ftr he dis 
s^rves^he character which th6 Commissionets ^v^ to l§hn« 
How nnfotindedty they gave such a character to Mr. Cole, 
yotrr Majesty, I am satisfied, must be fblly convinced. 

1 snppoise there must be somre mistake, I wAl not aitl it hy 
any harsher namb, for I think it csrn be no more than a mi^ 
take, M Mr. Bidgood^s saying, that the first tiiafe he knew 
Captain Manby com^ to Montague House, was at the enitx)f 
rt03, or begintirog of l)B04 ; for he first caare at the end of 
the former year, before 1803 ; and the fact is, that Mr. Bfd- 
good muift have seen him then. But, however, the date is 
compariitively iminat^ri^l, the fict it h, Ihat is impofrtant. 

Atid herfe. Sire, stitely 1 liav^ the same compflaint whicli 
I have so p'ften urged, i woald ask yotii- Majesty, wfaetftet 
I; not as a Princess of Wales, but as a party accused, had 
not a right to be thought, and to be presumed, innocent til! 
I was prove* to be goflty ? tfel me ask, if thefe ever could 
exist a case in which the credit of the witness ought to have 
bfeen more sevi^rcly sifted and tried ! The fact rested solely 
vipbn his single* assertion. However false, it could not pos- 
sibly receive contradiction, but from the parties. The story 
itself surely is not v^ry probable. My character cannot be 
2 
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emaiAttvi as umkr iM|«irf ; it is sAretdy gone, aad decided 

u^H, by tfaf^«e^ if there are any saeh, who think such » 

story probable-— 'that io a ? com with a door open, and » 

servant known to be waiting just by, we shoaM have acted 

sneli a scene of gross indecency ! The indiscretion^ at least,- 

ttight }aK9t rendered it imp/obable, even to those whose pre-- 

jtidlces against nte might be prepsfred to conceive nothing im- 

p»^aiAXt in the indecency of H. Tet this seems to have 

been reeeited as a lact, that there was no reason to qnestion.- 

fhe wftneas is assumed, wMhont hesitation, to be the witness 

of troth, of unquestionable veracity. Not the faintest trace 

is there to be found of a single question put to trtm, to try 

aflui sift, the credit wifieh was dae to htm, ^ to his story. 

• Is he ashedf as I suggested before should have been done' 

Wi^ regard to Mr. Cole — ^To whom he told this Act before f 

¥^hen he told it ? What was done in comlbqttence ef thie 

iHforawticMi 1 If he never told it, tilt for the purpose of sup^ 

parting Lady Douglaifs statement, how could he, in his situ* 

ati^i as an old servant -of the Prince, with whom, as he 

swears, he had lived twenty-three years, credftaMy to himself, 

accoiHit for having concealed it so long t And how came 

Lady Dottgks and Sir lo^in to find out that he knew it, if he 

never had communicated it before ? If he had comnuinicated 

it, ft would then have been ilsefol to have heard how for his 

piT^sent stol'y was consistent With his former ; and if it should 

hive happened that this attd other matters, whicfi be may 

have stated, i^ere, at that time, made the subject of any ih"- 

q<tiry; then how far that inquiry had tended to confirm or 

shake hb credit. His first examinfation was, it is true, taken 

by Lord Grenvitte and Lord Spencer alone, williout the aid 

of the experience of the Lord Chancellor, and Lord Chief 

Justice; this bndoubtedly may actovSmt for t^e omission; 

but the noble Lords will forgive me if I say, it does not' 

Mitctm it^ especially as Mr. Bldgood was eimniined agkin on- 
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the 3d of July, by all the Commisemi^rs, and this ftctii^ 
agaiD reff^red to tbeo» as tb^ foundation. of the siispi^ion^ 
which he afterwards entertained of Captain Manb;» at South- 
end. Nay« that last deposition affords^ on my part» .another 
ground of similar complaint of the strojigest kind. It opens 
thus : ** The Princess us^d to go out in her .phaeton with 
coachman and helper, towards Long Reach^ eight or ten 
times, carrying luncheon and wine with her, wh^q Captain 
Manby's ship was at Lo^g Reach, always Mrs, FimgenM 
with her. She would go out at one, and return about fi?e 
or six, sometimes sooner, or later/' 

The date, when Captain Manby's ship was lying st Long 
Reach, is not given ; and therefore, whether tbis was before 
or after the scene of the. supposed salute, does not appei|& 
But for what was this statement of Mr. Bidgood'a madel 
Why was it introduced? Why were. these, drives, towards 
Long Reach, with luncl^eon, connected with Captfiin Manb/s 
ship lying there at the time, examined into by the Comini^ 
sioners 1 The first point, the matter .foremost in th^ir minds,, 
when they call back this witness for bis re-examination, ap- 
pears to have been these drives towards Long Reaeh^^^Caa it 
have been for any purpose but to hav^ the bene^t of the in- 
sinuatioQ, to leave it open to be Inferred, that those drives 
were for the purpose of meeting Captain Manby ? If this fact 
was, material, why, in the name of justice, was it so leftl 
Mrs. Fitzgeradd was mentioned by name, as accompanying 
me in them ail ; Why was not she called 1 She perhaps was 
my Qonfidaqte; no truth could have been hoped for from her; 
--still there were my coachman and helper, who likewise ac- 
companied me ; Why were they not called ? they are not surely 
confidants too,— rBut it is, for what reason 1 cannot pre* 
tend to say, thought sufficient to leave this fiict, or. rather 
tbis insinuation, upon the evidence of Mr. Bidgood, who only 
saw, o^ could see, the way I went, when I set out upon my 
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irm, iostead of haviog the fact from the persons who could 
speA to the whole of it; to the places I went to ; to the per- 
tons whom I met with. 

Yoor Majesty will think me justified in dwelling upon this, 
the more from this circumstance, because I know, and will 
sliew to your Majesty, on the testimony of Jonathan Par- 
todge, that these drives, or at least one of them, have been 
already the object of previous, and, I believe, nearly cotem- 
porary investigation. The truth is, that it did happen upon 
two of these drives, that I met with Captain Manby ; in ONB 
of them that he joined me and went with me to Lord Eard* 
k/s, at Belvidere, and that he partook of something which 
We had to eat; — that some of Lord Eardley's servants were 
eiamined as to my conduct upon this occasion ; and I am 
confidently informed that the servants gave a most satisfac- 
tory account of all that passed ; nay, that they felt and have 
expressed some honest indignation at the foul suspicion 
^ch the eicamination implied. On the other occasion, hav- 
uig the boys to go on board the Africaine, I went with one of 
ffljf ladies to see them on board, and Captain Manby joined 
^ in our walk, round Mr. Calcraft's grounds at Ingress Park^ 
opposite to Long Reach, where we walked while my horses 
^^e baiting. We went into no house, and on that occasion 
bffd nothing to eat. 

Perfectly unable to account why these facts were not more 
^oHy inquired into, if thought proper to be inquired into at 
^11> I return again to Mr. Bidgood's evidence. As far as it 
respects my conduct, at Montague House, it is confined to 
the circumstances which 1 have already mentioned. And, 
open those circumstances, I have no further observation 
^hicfa may tend to illustrate Mr. Bidgood'a credit, to offer. 
But 1 trust if, from other parts of his. evidence, your Majesty 
s^s traices of the strongest prejudices agiainst me, and the 
i>>ost scandalous inferences drawn from circumstances^ which 
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eM» in M 4«gNe support tben» joiir MsyettywiH th^i Vt 
able jtttiy to «p|Nrtcift|e At credit diie to tv^ty part of Mi; 
Bid^ood's evidence. 

Under tUe oilier he«d» into which It Aire divided this fiart 
of (he case, I mfeanny eondoct nt Sonthend, us rektite fo 
Captain Manby» Mr. Hdgood is more sabslaotial and poKi^ 
Otttar. Hia atatenent, on this Itead, begins by shewing tfant I 
was at Sotttheod about six weeks before the Africnine. Oap» 
tain Maiiby's ship» arrived. That MnSionrd'was iooiting ont 
for its arrival, as if she was expected. And, as it is ny pt^tt^ 
tiee to require ns constant n correspondcnee to 'be kqit op 
with my charity boya, when on board of ship, as the natori 
of their sitnatidn wiU admit of, and as Mr. Stcard is tb« 
person who manages all amtters concerning them, and 
€9itn into their tntereM with the most friendly akixiety, fee 
certainly was appriaed of the probability 6f the ship'satrivii 
off Southendi before slie came. Aad here I may as w^ 
perhaps, by the way, remark, that, as this correapotadeiiiBe 
with the boys is always nndc^ cover to the Captain, tint 
eirciMnttaace n»y account to your Majesty for the fact^ 
wkieh ia stated by some of the witnesses, of seveni letters be^ 
ing put into the post by Sicard, some of which be may hav% 
received imm aofe, which were directed to Captain Manby. 

Soon after the arrival of the Africaine, however, Bidgoo4 
aays, the Captain put off in his boat. Sicard went to meet 
him, and imoMdiately brought him up to me and my ladies ^ 
«^he dined there then, ami came frequently to see me. It 
would have been as candid, if Mi". Bidgood had represented 
the fact as it really was, though perhaps the circomscance ia 
not very material :^that the Captwn brought the two boys oa 
shore with him to see me, aad thia, as wei^as many other ctr- 
enmatanoes, connected with tbese boys, the exist^ee of 
whom, as aeconoting in any degree ibr the intetcoorse between 
me and Cqptain Manby, ootttdaever haw been collected ftom 
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iiit«f ■Mg(Md% depoiiNoMi Sictni fmrid liafett»te«^ if the 
(Somiiisaioiiers hid f mimlfied bia» to if. Bui^ thottglir be if 
thus referred l#, Thoofsh bis mrnie U mefttfoiied aboat the 
letlert seBt U> Cafytam Munhy, he does not appear to hate 
Weo eswmiiifd te any of tlietn, and al) that he appears to havii 
kea ask^cl isy as i& his r^meaibering Captain Mfinby visiKng 
«t Moolagua Hoiise^ and ta my payings the expense of the 
liaeo furmtuae far his cabin. But Mr. Sieard was, I suppose, 
nf>ie6fntled^ by ny enemies, to be a confidant, from whom 
BO truth c«HiM ba extracted, and therefore that it was idie 
waste of time toexaomw him tt^aueh points; and so unqaes- 
tianaUy he, and, every other honest servant in my ikmiiy, who 
ssaki be supposed t« know any thini; upon the subject were 
m»tobe<re(Mr€8eated by those, whosetsonspiracy and falsehood 
timr honesty and truth were the best means of detecting. The* 
coQspirajUirfi^ heweveri had the -first word, and unfortunately 
tlieir veraeity was. nel q«estiooed, nor their nnfitvourable 
iiiassttspeeled^ 

Mr« BMgood then proeeedt- to state the situation of the 
houses, two of whieh, with a part of a third, I had atSouth- 
eod* He deaeribes No. O^'as tlie house in whidi 1 slept; Nb. 
Ht as that in wbieb we dined ; and No. 7, as containing a 
diawiBglrobni, to which we retked after dinner. And he says, 
''I have several timeseeen the Princes^, after having gone to 
Mo.7y with.Oaptaiii Manby and the vest of the conpahy, re^ 
tiia.wilb Caplaio Afonhy from No. 7, th«ough No. &to No. 
9».wfapch was the house where the Princess slept. I msftet 
that Captain Manby sl^pt very fkequentiy in the house. 
Iftitawere given, by the servants, and I believe that others 
suspected it as wall as myself.''— What those hints were, by 
what' servants given> are things wfatehdo not seem to have 
been. thought necessary matters of inquiry. At least, there 
u no trace in Mr. BidgoodTs, or any other witness's examim^ 
tion, of any Mob inquiry having been ma^ 
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' In his second deposition, which applies to the same ftet* 
after saying that we went away, the day after the Africaine 
sailed, from Southend, he says, ** Captain Manby was there 
three times a week at the least, whilst his ship lay for six 
W|eeks off Southend at the Nore; — he came as tide served 
in a morning, and to dine, and drink tea. I have seen him 
tuxt morning by ten o'clock. I suspected he slept at No. 9, 
the Princess's. She always put out the candles herself in the. 
drawing.ro#m at No. 9, and bid me not to wait t0 pnt them 
up. She gave me the orders as soon as she went to South* 
end. I used to see water-jugs, basons and towels, set out 
opposite the Princess's door in the passage. Never saw 
them so left in the passage at any other time, and I sus- 
pected he was there at that time ; there was a general sus- 
picion through the house. Mrs. and Miss Fitzgerald there^ 
and Miss Hammond (now Mrs. Hood) there. My suspi- 
cions arose from seeing them in the glass," &c. as mention- 
ed before. '' Her behaviour like that of a woman attached 
to a man ; used to be by themselves at luncheon, at South- 
end, when the ladies were not sent for : — a number of times. 
There was a poney which Captain Manby used to ride; it . 
stood in the stable ready for him, and which Sicard used to . 
ride." Then he says, the servants used to talk and laugh 
about Captain Manby, and that it was mattier of discourse 
amongst them ; and this, with what has been alluded to before 
respecting Sicard's putting letters for him in the post, which 
he had received from me, contains the whole of his deposi- 
tion as far as respects Captain Manby. And, Sjre, as to the . 
fact of retiring through No. 8, from No. 7, to No. 9, alone 
with Captain Manby, I have no recollection of ever having 
gone wjith Captain Manby, though but for a moment, from 
the one room^ in which the company was sitting, through the 
dining-room, to the other drawiog-room. It is, however, now 
above two years ago, audio be confident that such a circum- 
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stance might not have happened, is more than I will under- 
take to be. But, in the only sense in which he uses the ex* 
pression, as retiring alone, qoupled with the immediate con-* 
text that follows, it is most false and3candalous. 1 know no 
means of absolutely proving a negative. If the fact was true^ 
there must have been other witnesses, who could have proved 
it, as well as Mr. Bidgood. Mrs. Fitzgerald is the only person 
of the party, who was examined, and her evidence proves the 
negative, so far as the negative can be proved ; for she says» 
'* he dined there, but never staid late. She was at Southend 
all the time I was there, and cannot recollect to have seea 
Captain Manby there, or known him to be there, later than 
nine, or half past nine.'' Miss Fitzgerald and^ Miss Ham« 
mond (now Mrs. Hood), are not called to this fact ; although 
a fact so extremely important, as it must appear to your 
Majesty ; nor indeed are they examined at all. 

As to the putting out of the candles, it seems, he says, I gave 
the orders, as soon as I went to Southend, which was six weeks 
before the ^fficaine arrived ; so this plan, of excluding him 
from the opportunity of knowing what was going on at No. 9^ 
was part of a long meditated scheme, as he would repre* 
sent it, planned and , thought of six weeks before it could 
be executed ; and which, when it was executed, your Ma« 
jesty will recollect, according to Mr. BMgood's evidence, 
there was so little contrivance to conceal, that the basons 
and towels which the Captain is insinuated to have used, 
were exposed to sight, as if to declare that he was there. 
It is tedious an^ disgusting^ Sire, 1 am well aware, to trouble 
your Miyesty with such particulars; but it, doubtless, is true, 
that I bid him npt to take the candles away from No. 9. The 
candles, which are used in my drawing room, are considered 
as his perquisites. Those, on the contrary, which ar6 used in 
my private apartment, are the perquisites of my maid. I 

thought that, upon the wfiole, it was a fauer arraqgemenl^ 

1 
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wMh I Wtis at l^Uuthehd, to give tay maid tbe {t^rquisitei of 
fHe caiidles viied at ^o. &; and I made the arrangement ae- 
ettrdingfy, and brdered Mr. Bidgbod t6 leave tHeih. Tbb, Site, 
h'tbe'trUe account of the f^ct respecting the c'atitlfes; an'ar- 
l^ngefbefat t^hitih, very't)ostibly/Mr. Bidg6dd did not like. 

^t the t^iittin'g btit'tbe candles myself, wtfs bbt the only 
ffiibg/ftom Which tbe inference is drawii, that €a)itain Mian- 
Ky'sleptat'my house, at No. 9,and, as is evidently insinuated, 
if ndt sfat^d, intny bed-room. There were water-jugs, arid 
Vasoiis, anid towels left in the passage, which Mr. BidgOod 
liever is^w it other times. At what other titties does he mean 1 
At other tinies^tlian those at which he suspected, from seeing 
litem there, that Captain Mahby slept in my house? If every 
ilAie'he saw the bason and toWels, &c. in the passage, he sv^s- 
)>^cted Captiiin Mahby slept there, it' certainly would foHow 
that be never saw them "at times when he did not suspect that 
fact. B'tit, Sire, iipbn'this important itict, important to the 
'extent of convicting me, if it were true, of High Treason, if 
itt^erenotfor the indignatroki, which auch'^candalons, licetN 
tious wickedness and malice excite, it woald hardly be possible 
to treat It with any gravity. Whether th*re ^ere, or wefe 
bbt,'basons'and towels sometimes left in apassage'^t Southend, 
*which Were' not there generally, 'and ought to have beenheV^r 
•there, T really cani^ot iiiform your Majesty. It certainly Is 
possible, but the utmdst it can prdve,'lShoufd'trnst, niightbe 
Wme slovenfiness in my'^et'vanf , whiif did not put them in their 
1irope^p^dces; biltsiirely it must be left to Mr.'Bidgootlatone, 
4b' Trace '^uy evidence ft'om s^och a circumstance, df the crime 
i6f "adoltery'ib'lfne. Biit 1 cannot thus leave this fact, Ibr I 
%iist rsh^lrhdre 'again have the s^Vne advatlfafge, fh)m ttte 
ViCffss and ^travagitnce bf this Inai/s malice, ^s'l hiiveHiready 
Wd, (/n'the other p^rt bfthe charge, IVbiu the ex^eis attd'dx- 
trava^nce of 'iKs' confederate, Lady Douglas. 

IVtNtf b Ibe^cltarge ttfat he \7oUfd ihsimiate 1 That I tee- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



fluted cmd^f(^te4 a^Mol^^.s^C^t^ claRdcstiqf;, iqt,eri3op^ 
with an ajiplteij^r 1 I^o.— Cap^W M^l*?* i^ s^ W# «fi<?OJ?l; 
]JH( U) his. ifi^ifiuatipn, s]^^ wit^, me, ift, ifly 05¥P l|QU?<5f uflcJuf 
circitmst^aces of such notoriet^^ that it, was, infQp^si|f)e t^fff, 
9ny of Qiy female atteoflants^ af, l^ast, should, ^o\. h^^v^ l^npijp 
k, Theur duties were vm^i\ 90 the ocjqasioQ; th^x had. tp 
sup|^3[ baapna an^l tow^els, in i^lac^s^ where tb^y, n^T^r vit^ 
aupphed^ except, when pfjepar^d^ fbi; hipa; and^t/aey i^er^ nifp 
Quly piirposely so prep^red^ but prepai;Qd ipap op^.^^s^agl^ 
<^9(po8ed to vieWy io a, mai^oei; tp.excitj^ th(E; suspicipr^ of tl^o^^ 
who were not admitted into tbj9. seipr.et^ And what secret 
was it, that was thus tp be,b.aw^l^^ ^ ^.^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^hajt, ^f 
d'iscovered, wouU fix Capt^^. ^anb)^ ^d inx^^^.C ^^Ih ^^glf 
Treason! Notonfy, tbj?ref/(^re, ipjust I Ij^^v^ be§i?,tJbH?,9af,^lesf 
of reputation^ a^^gei; foi; in^ip^^ l^ut \ must,ba,ve l?fi<5^.^? 
careless of my lif^, a^ pfc ipy bpflpm;.--I^Qst,t9.aU,ssn.s^,of 
shame, surely I must ba^^ i^t^^^ i;ei^fjja(;d spp^e i;^gajrdf fof; lif^^j 
Captain Mfiph^n top, n^ij^ a, foyy^ndipajij9j?s^.equa) tp. h^^^up- 
jjfp^d ii^ftsity» i^ust tj^i^if^jia^x^.pujli ^j/s, Jife in the Ijjinds p^ n^y 
seryants, anc^ d<^i^^<jl^i^d| (pr his, s/iC(^ty yppi). thi^i,r fidelity^ tp 
jBOfi, aijd, tbeii5 pedvi^Xto th^ Prinp^ their mpst^^r I If t,he exc^fi^ 
pf vice a;id crim^, in all thi^ is belie.xe|i^« could, its indiscretipfy 
its ma,dqess, find ci;^d^lity tp adopt it ali^pst upon any ^^i^* 
dence I But what m\f^\ b^ the state ^f^ that n^an's mi.pd^ a^ 
l(o. pi;eju^ic^, wh^o cpuld pome to the conclii^jpn of beHevii^fl^ 
ily from, {h^ ^^t p£ some VI^^^'J^j^^ ^"^ tpwdj». bein^ ^f^^f}^ 
in ai^ unusual plac^, in ap^ssa^ near my Iff^-rpotf^^l Fo;> ^f 
to bis suspicip/i^ heiug raised by wjiia^^ he says^ he saw in thp 
ippking-glass, if i^ yyas aa^ t^ue as it ^ faU/;, tjbiat could, np^ 
occasion bis believing, on any particular ^^t, that <pap.^if 
^janby ^pt in my hous^ ; tl;^ situati^on, 9^ the^e tp,wci9 ^f^^ 
basons i> what leads to that beliej^ 

But, Sire, m^y 1 ask, did ik^ Cpmn^ssion^^r^ beJ^i^ve this 
m^tfB suspicions I l( they did, w|^at 4q tb.ey i^e^ by ^f^ifif 
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that these facto of great iodecency, &c. went to a much less 
extent than the principal charges ? And that it was not for 
them to state their bearing and effect 1 The bearing of this 
fiust, unquestionably,' if believed, is the same as that of the 
principal charge ; namely, to prove me guUty of High Treason. 
They, therefore, couki not believe it. But if they did not 
believe it, and, as it seems to me. Sire, no men of common 
judgment could ; on such a statement, how could they bring 
themselves to name Mr. Bidgood as one of those witnesses 
OP whose unbiassed testimony they could so rely 1 or how 
could they, (in pointing him out with the other three, as 
speaking to facts, particular^ ufith respect to Captain Man* 
l|y, which must be credited till decidedly contradicted) omit 
to specify the facts which he spoke to, that they thus thought 
worthy of belief, but leave the whole, including this incre- 
dible part of it, recommended to belief by their general and . 
imqualified sanction and approbation. 

But the falsehood of this charge does not rest on its incre« 
dibility alone. My servant, Mrs. Sander, who attended con- 
^ntly on my person, and whose bed-room vvas close to mine, 
was examined by the Commissioners; she must have known ■ 
this fact if it had been true : she positively swears, *' that 
she did not know or believe that Captain Manby staid till 
Tery late hours with me ; that she never suspected there was 
any improper familiarity between us«" M. Wilson, who made 
my bed, swears, '* that she had been in the ha^it of making 
it ever since shf lived with me, that another maid, whose 
name was Ann Bye, assisted with her in making it," and swears, 
from what she observed, ** she never had any reason to be- 
lieve that two persons had slept in it.'l Referring thus, by 
name, to her fellow-servant, who made the bed with her; 
but that servant, why, 1 know not, is not examined. 

As your Majesty, then, finds the inference, drawn by Bid- 
good, to amount to a fact, so openly and undisguijsedly pro- 
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iUfil(e;aS to outrage all credibility; as yoar Miyesty finds it 
negatived by the evidence of three witnesses, one of whom^ 
in particular, if such a fact were true, must have known it ; 
as your Majesty finds one witness appealing t6 another, who 
is i^oii^ed out as ' a person who must have been able, with 
equal means of knowlecTge, to have confirmed her if she 
spiDke true, and to have contradicted her if she spoke false ; 
and, Sire, when, added to all tfais^ yoor Majestj^ is gra- 
ciously pleased to recollect that Mr. Bidgood was one of 
those H'ho, though in my service, submitted themselves vo- 
luntarily to be examined, previous to the appointment of the 
Coihmissiooetrs, in confirmation of Lady Douglas's statement, 
without informing ine of the fact; and when I state to your 
Majesty, upon the evidence of Philip Krackeler and Robert 
£aglestone, that this unbiassed witness, during the peiidency > 
of these examinations before the Commissioners, was seen, 
to be in conference and communication with Lady Douglas, 
my most ostensible accuser, d'o I raise my eipectatfons too 
bigii, when I confidently tk-ast, that his maltbe, and his Mte- 
hood, as well as his connexion, in this cdnspiracy against 
my honour, my station in this kingdom, and my life^ will 
appear, to your Majesty; too plainly for hhn to reciuve aoff 
credit, either in this, or in any other part of his testimbny I 

The other t^ircumstances, to which he speaks, are eompa* 
ratively too trifling for me to trouble yonr Majesty with any 
more observations upon bis evidenice. 

The remaining part of the case, which respects Captaia 
Manby, relates to my conduct at East CltfiF. 

How little Mrs. Listens examination affords for observa* 
tions upon this part of the case, except as shewing how veiry 
^(Idom Captain Manby called upon me, while I was there, 
I have already observed. Mr. Cole says nothing upon this 
P^'t of the case; nor Mr. Bids:ood. The oniy witness 
amongst the four, whose testimonies are distinguished by tbie 

J 3 
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Commissioners as most material, and as those on which they 
particularly rely, who says any thing npon this part of the 
case, is Fanny Lloyd. Her deposition is as follows : — 

** 1 was at Ramsgate with the Princess in 1803. One 
morning when we were in the house at East Cliff, somebody, 
I don't recoUect who» knocked at my door, and desired me to 
prepare breakfast for the Princess. This was about six 
o'clock ; I was asleep. During the whole time I was io the 
Princess's service, I had never been called up before to make 
the Princess's breakfast. I slept in the housekeeper's room^ 
on the ground-floor. I opened the shutters of the window 
for light. I knew ^at that time that Captain Manby's ship 
was in the Downs. When I opened the shutters, I saw the 
Princess walking down the GraveUwalk towarda the sea. 
^Ko orders had been given me over-night to prepare Breakfast 
early. The gentleman the Princess was with was a tall man. • 
I was surprised to 9ee the Princess walking with a gentleman 
at that time in the morning. I am sure it was the Princess.'' 

What this evidence of Fanny Lloyd applies to, 1 do not 
feel certain that I recollect. The circumstances which she 
mentions might, I think, have occurred twice while I was 
there; and which time she alludes to, I cannot pretend to 
say. I mean on occasion of two water parties, which I in* 
tended ; one of which did not take place at all, srud the other 
not so early in the day as was intended, nor was its object 
effected. Once I intended to pay Admiral Montague a visit 
at Deal. But, wind and tide not serving, we sailed much 
later than we intended ; and, instead of landing at Deal, the 
Admiral came on board our vessel, and we returned to East 
Cliff in the evening, on which occasion Captain Manby was 
not of the party, nor was he in the Downs — but it is very 
possible, that, having prepared to set off early, I might have* 
walked down towards tbe sea, and been seen by Fanny 
IJoyd. On the other occasion. Captain Manby was to have 
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been of the party* and it was to have been on board bis shi|^. 
I desired him to be early at my house in the morning, and if 
the day suited me, we would go. He came ; I walked with 
bim towards the sea, to look at the morning ; I did not like 
the appearance of the weather, and did not go to sea. Upon 
cither of these occasions Fanny Lloyd itiight have been 
called up to make breakfast, and might have seen me walk-* 
ing. As to the orders not having been given her over night, 
to that I can say nothing. 

But upon this statement, what inference can be intended 
to be drawn from this fact? It is the only one in which 
Fanny Lloyd's evidence can, in any degree, be applied to 
Captain Manby, and she is one of the important witnesses 
referred to, as proving something which must, particularly 
as with regard to Captain Manby, be credited till contra- 
dicted, and as deserving the most serious consideration. 
From the examination of Mrs. Fitzgerald, I recollect, that 
she was asked, whether Captain Manby ever slept in the 
house at East Cliff, to which she, to the best of her know« 
ledge, answers in the negative. Is this evidence, then, of 
Fanny Lloyd's, relied upon, to afford an inference . that 
Captain Manby slept in my house 1 or was there at an im- 
proper hour? or in a manner, and under ciroumstances, 
which afforded reason for unfavourable interpretations ? If 
this were so, can it be. believed that I would, under such 
oircumstances, have taken a step, such as calling for break- 
fast at an unusual hour, which must have made the ^ct more 
notorioos and remarkable, and brought the attention of the 
servants, who must have waited at the breakfast, more par- 
tscttlarly apd pointedly to it. 

Bot if there is any thing which rests, or is supposed to rest^ 
upon the credit of this witness, though she is one of the four» 
ivbose credit, your Majesty will recollect, it.has been stated 
that tli^re was no reason to question^ yet she stands in a 
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predfcament in wkich, in general, at4east, 1 had understood it 
to be supposed, that the credit of a Hitoess, was not o^\y ques- 
tionable, but material]^ shaken. For, towards the beginttingof 
ber examination^ she states, that Mr* Mills attended her for a 
cold ; he asked her if the Prince came to Blackheath, back- 
wards and forwards; or, something to that effect; fur the' 
Princess was with child ; or looked as if she w«s With child.. 
This must have been three or four years ago. She thought it 
must be some time before the child (W. Austin) was brought 
to the Princess. To this fact, she positively swears, afid in 
this she is as positively contradicted by Mr. Mills; for he 
swears, in his deposition before the Commissioners^ that lie 
never did say to ber, or any one, that the Princess was with 
cbild, or looked as if she was with child ; — that he never 
thought so, nor surmised any thing of the kind, Mr. Mills 
has a partner, Mr. Edmeades. The Commissioners, therefore, 
conceiviog that Fanny Lloyd might have mistaken one of the 
partners for the other, examined Mr. Edmeades also. Mr« 
Edmeades, in his deposition, is e<}ually positive that he never 
said any such thing — so the matter rests lipon these deposi- 
tions ; and, upon that state of it, what pretence is there for 
saying, that a witness, who swears to a conversation with a 
medical person, who attended me, of so extremely important 
a nature ; and is ^o expressly and decidedly contradicted, in 
the important fact, which she speaks to, is a witness whose 
credit there appears no reason to question.^ This important 
circumstance must surely have- been overlooked when that 
statement was made. 

But this fact of Mr. Mills's and Mn Edmeaded's contradic- 
tion of Fanny Lloyd, appears to your Majesty, (br the first 
time, from the examination before the Commissioners. But 
this is the fact which I charge as having been known to tbosev' 
who are concerned in bringing forward this information, and' 
which, nevertheless^ vras not communicated to your M^jeiitj. 
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lliefact that Fanny Lloyd declared, that Mr. Mills told her 
die Princess was with child, is stated in the declarations, 
which were delivered to his Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales, and by him forwarded to your Majesty. The fact 
that Mr. Mills denied ever having so said, though known at 
the same time, is not stated. 

Fanny Lloyd's original declaration, which was delivered 
to bis Royal Highness, is dated on the 12th of February, tt 
appears to have been taken at the Temple ; I conclude, there- 
fore, at the chambers of Mr. Lowten, Sir John Douglas's so« 
licitor, who, according to Mr. Cole, accompanied him to 
Cheltenham, to procure some of these declarations. On the 
13th of February, the next day after Fanny Lloyd's declara* 
tioD,' the Earl of M6ira sends for Mr. Mills, upon pressing bu« 
siness. Mr. Mills attends him on the 14th ; he is asked hy 
his Lordship, upon the subject of this conversation ; he is 
told, he may rely upon his Lordship's honour, that what passed 
skould be in perfect confidence; (a confidence which Mn 
Milts, feeling it to be on a subject too important to his cha- 
^cter, at the moment disclaims ;) that it was his (the Earl of 
Moira's) duty to his Prince, as his counsellor, to inquire into 
the subject, which he had known for some time. Fanny 
Lloyd's statement being then Telated to Mr. HMills, Mr. Mills 
^ith great warmth, declared that it was an infamous false- 
l*ood. Mr. Lowten, who appears also to have been there by 
appointment, was called into the room, and be furnished Mn 
Mills with the dafe, to which Fanny Lloyd's declaration ap- 
plied. The meeting ends in Lord Moira's desiring to see Mr. 
Mills's partner, Mr. Edmeades, who not being at home, can- 
Dot attend him for a few days. He does, however, upon his 
return, attend him on the 20th of May: on his attendance,, 
instead of Mr. Lowten, he finds Mr. Couaut, the magistrate, 
with L(\rd Moira. He denies the conversation with Fanny>. 
Uoyd, as positively and peremptorily as Mr. Mills. Notwith« 
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standing, however, all this, the Seclaratiop of Fanny Lloyd ia 
delivered to his Royal Highness, unaccompanied by these, 
contradictions, and forwarded to your Majesty on the 29tfa^ 
That Mr. Lowten was the solicitor of Sir John Douglas in 
this business, cannot be doubted; that he took some o£ 
those declarations, which were laid before your Msyestj, is 
dear; and that he took this declaration of Fanny Lloyd's 
seems not to be questionable. That the Inquiry,^ by Earl 
Moira, two days after her declaration was taken, must have, 
been in consequence of an early commuuication of it to him, 
seems necessarily to follow, from what is above stated ; that 
it was HnowQ on the 14th of May, tbajt Mr.Mills contradicted 
this assertion ; and, on the 20th, that Mr. Edoieades di(^ is 
perfectly clear ; and yet, notwithstanding all thii^ the fac V 
that Mr. Edmeades and Mr., Mills, contradicted it, seems^ 
to have been not cQnymunicated to his ^oyal I^lighness th^ 
Induce of Wales, for 1i.e^ as it appears from the Report, ficii:^ 
warded, the declarations, which h^d been delivered to hi^^ 
Royal Highness, through the Chancellor, to your Majesty ; 
andthedeclarationof Fanny Lloyd, which had b<^ensofalsi,6^^ 
to the knowledge of tbe Earl Moira,aQd of Mr. Lowten, the 
apUcitor for Sir John Douglas, is sent in to your Majesty, as 
one of the documents, on. which you were to grouu^ youK 
Inquiry, unaccompanied by its ialsifipatioi^ by MHl^ and Ed- 
meades ; at least, no declaration by them are amongst those, 
which are transmitted to me, as copies of t^;^ original decia* 
i:ations, which were laid before your ]^aj,esty. I know not 
whether it was Lord Moira or Mr. Lowten, who should havci 
communicated thi^i circumstance to, (us Royal ^igbnes:^ ; but 
that, in all fairness, U ought,-unquestionably, to have been 
commupicated by some one. 

I dare not Irust myself with any inferences from this pro* 
C^eding; ^ content mysielf with remar^^ing, that it must now 
he felt^ that I was justified in saying that* neither his Royal 
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flfghdess nor ^our Majesty, any more than tnysdf, had been 
faiYly dealt with, in not being fully informed npon this im« 
portant fact ; And your Majesty will forgive a \veak, unpro- 
tected ^oni^n, like myself, who, under such circumstances, 
shOtilH apprehend that, however Sir John and Lady Douglas 
may appear my ostensible accusers, I have other enemies, 
whose ill will I ma^ have occasion to fear, Without feeling 
myself ^assured that It will be strictly re]gnlated, in its pro- 
ceeding against ttie, by the principles of fairness ^nd of justice, 
r halve now. Sire, gone through all the evidence which r^ 
spedts Captain Manby; whether at Montague Hduse, South- 
'^hd, or East ClifF, and I do trust, that your Majesty will see, 
upon the whole of it, how mistaken a view the Commission- 
ers have taken of it. The pressure of «ther duties engrossing 
tBeir time and their attention, has made them leave the im- 
portant duties of this investigatibn, in many partfculars, im- 
perfectly discharged — a more thorough attention to it mn^t 
have given them a better and truer iiisight into the (Characters 
<)f those witnesses, upon whose credit, as I am convinced, 
your Majesty will now see they have, without sufficient rea- 
son, relied. There remains nothing for me on this part'of the 
charge to perform ; but adverting to the circumstance which 
is'falsely sworn against me by Mr. Bidgbod, bf the salute, and 
*tbe f^lse inference and insinuation from oiher facSts, that Csip* 
tain Manby slept in my house, either at Souihend or East 
Cliff, on my own part, most solemnly to dectare, that they ate 
both utterly false ; that Bidgood*s assertion sis to the salute is 
a malicious, slanderous invention, witbout the slightest shadow 
'of truth' to sOfVport it ; that his suspicions and in^inuationsT, as 
to Captain Manby'^s having slept in my hbuse, 'are also the 
false suggestions of his Own malicious mind; and that Cap- 
tain Maiiby never 'did, to toy knowledge or belief, sleep in my 
'house at Southeny,* East Cliff, or any cither house of ujine 
>tmteVer : and,'h6wevfer*<>ften he may have been in my com- 
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pao^, I solemnly protest to your Majesty^ as I have dose in 
the former cases» that nothing ever passed between him and 
me, that I should be ashamed or unwilling that all the wotld 
should have seen. And I have also, with great pain^ and with 
a deep sense of wounded delicacy, applied to Captain Manby 
to attest to the same truths. 

I stated to your Majesty, that I should be obliged to return 
to other parts of Fanny Lloyd's testimony. At the end of it, 
she says^ " I never told Cole that M. Wilson, when she 
supposed the Princess to be in the library, had gone into the 
Princess's bed-room, and had feund a man there at breakfast 
with the Princess ; or that there was a great to do about it^ 
or that M, Wilson was sworn to secrecy, and threatened to 
be turned away» if she divulged what she had seen/' This 
part of her examination, your Majesty will perceive, must 
have been called from her by some precise question ad- 
dressed to her with respect to a supposed communication 
from her to Mr. Cole. In Mr. Cole's examination there 
is not one word upon the subject of it. In his original decla- 
ration, however, there is ; and there your Majesty will per* 
ceive, that he affirms the fact of her having reported to him 
Mary Wilson's de(3laration in the very same words in which 
Fanny Lloyd denies it ; and it is therefore evident that the 
Commissioners, in putting this question to Fanny Lloyd, 
must have put it to her from Cole's declaration. She posi-' 
tively denies the fact : there is, then, a flat and precise con- 
tradiction between the e^Lamination of Fanny Lloyd and the 
original statement of Mr. Cole. It is therefore impossible 
that they both can have spoken true. The Commissioners, 
for some reason, don't examine Cole to this point at all; 
don't endeavour to trace out this story: if they "bad, they 
must have discovered which of these witnesses spoke the 
truth; but they leave this contradiction, not only unexplained, 
but uninquired after, and, in that state, report both these 
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witnesses. Cole and Fannt/ JJayd, who tbus speak to the two 
sjdes of a contradiction, and who therefore cannot, by possi^ 
biiity, both speak truth, as witnesses who cannot be sua- 
pected of partiality, whose credit they see no reason to ques- 
tion^ and whose story must be believed till contradicted. 

But what is, if possible, stiii more extraordinary, thia 
supposed communication from F. Lloyd to Cole, as your 
Majesty observes, relates to something which M. Wilson is 
supposed to have seen and to have said; yet, though M. 
Wilson appears herself to have been examined by the Com« 
missioners on the same day with Fanny Lloyd, in the copy 
of her examination as delivered to me, there is no trace of 
any question relating to this declaration having been put to 
her. 

And 1 have not less reason to lament than to be surprised, 
that it did not occur to the Commissiooers to see the necessity 
of following this Inquiry still further. For, if properly pur« 
sued, it would have demonstrated two things, both very im* 
portant to be kept in mind in the whole of this consideration. 
First, how hearsay representations of this kind, arising out 
of little or nothing, become magnified and exaggerated by 
the circulation of ^prejudiced or malicious reporters; and» 
secondly, it would have shewn the industry of Mr. and Mrs.. 
Bidgood, as well as Mr. Cole, in collecting information in 
support of Lady Douglas's statement, ^nd in improving what 
they collected by their false colourings and malicious addi* 
tions to it. They would have found a story in Mrs, Bid- 
good's declaration,, as well as in her husband's (who relates 
It as having heard it from his wife), which is evidently the 
same as that which W. Cole's declaration contains. For the 
Bidgoods' declarations state, that Fanny Lloyd told Mrs. Bid^ 
good that Mary Wilson had gone info the Princess's bed-room, 
and had found her Koyal Highne&sand Sir Sidney in the most 
criminal situation ; that she had left the room, and was so 
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•btdnd* tkat Ab Aioted mmay at the 4ooiu Heie tbe« 
•an Mm. Bidgoad and Mr. Cole bo.th dedaruig whal they 
^•d hoBud Faany Lloyd say, and FMmy JJoyd deoyiDg it. 
liaiv exljraoffdinai^ k it that they were not all coafroated I 
and yanr Majesty v3i see presently hov much it is tp bf 
Janeoted that they were not. For, from Fanny Lloyd's 
original dadaraitent it appeirs that the truth would hav« eooie 
mot; as she theae stales^ that, " to the |>est<^ her know- 
ledge, Mary Wilson said that she had seen the Princess asMJ 
Jar Sidney in ike Biue U09m» but never beard Mary Wilson 
a^she was so alaruMd as to he in a fit'' If* tbea* on .eon- 
ifonting Fanny Uoyd with Mrs. Bidgood and Mr. Co|e» the 
Conmiastoners had found Fanny Uoyd's story to be whal she 
related before, and had then put the question to Mary Wilson, 
and bad beard froai hnr what it really was which she bad seen 
and idated to Faraiy Lloyd, they eould not have been at a 
lees to have discovered winch of these witnesses told the 
Imith. They would base, found, I aia perfectly coafideaty 
that all that Mary Wilson ever eould ha¥e told Fanny Lloyd 
was, that she bad seen Sir Sidney and myself in the Blue 
Boon, and they would then faave had to refer to the malicioaa 
fSiMi confedeialed inventions of the Bidgoods and Mr* Cole 
for the conversion of the Blue Room into the bed-room; 
for the vile slander of what M. Wilson was supposed to hav^ 
seen, and for the violent eJS«et which this scene had upon her* 
I say Xhmcot\ft4€ratedmomtuyn8, as it is impossible to sup* 
pose that they could have he.ea concerned in inventing the 
same additions to Fanny Lloyd's story, unless they had com^ 
municated together upon it. And, when they had ooce 
found Mrs. Bidgood and Mr. Cole thus conspiring together, 
they would have had no difficulty in connecting them both in 
tbe same conspiracy with Sir John Douglas, by shewing how 
fonnected Cole was with Sir John Douglas, and how ac» 
fuainted with his propeedings in collecting the evidence which 
was to support Lady Doughs's declaration. 
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Fw, by referriDg to Mr. Coi(e's cledtri^oii, made •nlli^ 
Sdd of February, they woald have sten IfcalMr. Cole^iai 
^xplainiBg some observation aboat Sk Sidney's sappwcd fmm 
seasioa of a key to the gandeii door, days that it was whab 
^ Mr. La^pert) the servant of Sir lobo Dooglas, ORntteotd 
at Chekenham to Sir John Doaglas and Mr. Lowftenw" Bam 
^lonkl Mr. Cole know that Sir Joko Douglas and MtC 
Lowten had been down to Cbeltenhan, to collect evidi«a» 
^m this old servant of Sk John Douglas's? How s h w ild bs 
have known what that evidence waa, unless beliadeithctail^ 
companied them himself^ or at least had bad aueli a eommUN 
nicalion, either with Sir John Douglas^ or Mr. Lowten, aa ifc 
never cooki have occurred to any of theas to have aoaiie fw 
Mr. Cole, unless, instead of being a mere wknesa,^ be weofe 
a party to this aecmsutian 1 Eot whether they bad c onvi neeilr 
tbemselves, that Faimy Lloyd spoke true, and Mr. Cofeanl 
Mrs. Bidgeod wisely ; or whether they bad eonvineed tbettl*^ 
selves of the reverse, it eould not have been possibla, that? 
^y both could have spoken the truth ; and, consequenlly^ 
tbe ConiBHsstoners could never have reported the veraerty 4f 
both to be free from suspicion, and deserving of credit 

There onl^ remains that I should mal^e a few obset vations, 
on what appears in the examinations relative to Mr. Hood 
(now Lord Hood), Mr. Chester, and Captain Moore, And 
1 really should not have thought a single observation neeessary^ 
upon either of them, except that, what refers to Ihetti', is 
stated in the examinations^ of Mrs. Lisle. 

With respect to Lord Hood it is as fol:k)ws : 

*' I was at Catherington with the Princess; — remember Mr. 
(now Lord) Hood there^ and tbe Princess going out airing 
with hifD, alone, in Mr. Hood^s httle whiskey ;— -^and* bM^ 
aervant was with them; Mr. Hood drove, and staid ouV 
two or three hours ;— more than once, three or fo«ir times^. 
Mr. HoiKt dioed with us several times; once or twice h€^ 
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Aft ID a house lo the garden ; she appeared to pay no 
attention to him, but that of common civility to an intimate 
acquaintance." Now, Sire, it is undoubtedly troe that I 
drove oat several times, with Lord Hood, in his one-horse 
chaise, and some few limes, twice 1 believe at most, without 
any of my sen'anis attending us ; and considering the time 6f 
life, and the respectable character of my Lord Hood, I never 
ahottid have conceived that I had incurred the least danger to 
Biy reputatioo, in so doing. If indeed it was the doty of the 
Commissioners to inquire mto instances of my conduct, in 
which they may conceive it to have been less reserved and dig* 
nified,' than what would properly become the exalted station^* 
which 1 hold in your Majesty's Royal Family, it is possible that 
in the opinions of some, these drives, with my Lord Hoodj^ 
were not consistent with that station; and that they were par- 
ticularly improper in those instances, in which we were not' 
attended by more servants, or any servants of my own. Upon 
this I have only to observe, that these instances occurred after 
I had received the news of the lamented death of your 
Majesty's brother, the Duke of Gloucester. I was, at that 
time, down by the sea side for my health. I did not like to. 
forego the advantage of air and exercise, for the sliort re- 
mainder of the time, which I had to stay there ; and 1 pur-- 
posely chose to go out, not io my own carriage, and un- 
attended, that I might not be seen and known, to be driving 
about (myself and my attendants out of mourning) while his* 
Royal Highness was known to have been so recently dead. 
This statement, however, is all that I have to make upon my 
part of the case, and, whatever indecorum or impropriety 'of 
behaviqur the Commissioners have fixed upon me, by this 
circumstance, it must remain; ibri cannot deny the truth of 
the. fact, and have only the above explanation to offer of it. 
As to what Mrs. Lisle*s examination contains, with respect to* 
Mr. Chester and Ciiptain Mo{u:£|^it is so connected, that 
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1 must iroiijUe youv Majesty wilb tkt »l«Uflitotof itajAop 
getlier. 

" I wat. witb her R^^al Higkness 9i Lady Sbefi«M*a, at 
CbrUtBiaa» i» Suinsta ; — I inqwred wb^t company vi9fi thaca 
viiea I cwney-^-fthe said,: only Mr. Joiw Cbaiter, wha waa 
tiiefe by bar Royal Highness's orders; tbal ^ha cottld get no. 
albev company to meet ber, oo account of tbe road» and ibis, 
season of the year. He dined and slej^ there that aigbt ; tbe 
aext day other «onpany came, Mr. Chester remained. I 
beard her Royal Higboess aay she had been ill in tbe nigh^ 
aad came oi^t for a light, and lighted her candle in her ser* 
▼ant's room. I returned from She^ld^plaee to Blacbbeath^ 
with the Princess ; Captain Moore diped there ; I left hin^ 
and the Princess twice alone, for a short time ; he might b^ 
alone half an houi; with her in the room below, in wMch wei 
had been silting, I went to look for a book, to complete a 8et|| 
her Royal Highness was lending Captain Moore. She nvic|(^ 
bim a present of an inkstand, to the best of my recollection^ 
He was there one morning in January last, on the Prinoe9(i 
Charlotte's birth day; he went away before the rest of the 
compaoy. It might be about twenty mioutes the second tim^ 
I was away ; the night Captain Moore was there. At Lad)| 
Sheffield's, Her Royal Highness paid more attention to Mf« 
Chester than to the rest of the company. I know of hec 
Royal Highness walking out alone twice, with Mr. Cheater in 
the morning, alone ; once, a short time, it rained ; the o^er 
not an hour, not long. Mr. Chester is a pretty young mmi) 
her attentions to him were not uneoau«oii ; not tbe sam? 91^ 
to Captain Manby." 

And first. Sire, as to wha,t relates to Mr. Chester, If ther^ 
is any imputation to be ^ast upon my character, hy wha| 
passed at Sheffield Place, with Mr, Chester (and by theCeopu 
missioners returning to examine Mrs. lisle, upon my attention 
to Mn Chester, my walking out with him, aud above all* *'u 
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to fais being a pretty young man," I conceited it to ht so in« 
tended) 1 am sure your Msijesty will see, that it is the hardest 
thing imaginable upon me, that, upon an occurrence ivtiicb 
passed in Lady Sheffield's house, on a visit to her. Lady Shef? 
field herself was never examined ; for, if she had been, I am 
convinced that these Noble Lords, the Commissioners, never 
could have put me to the painful degradation of stating any 
thing upon this subject. " : 

The statement begins upon Mrs. Lisle's inquiring, what 
company was there ? and Lady Sheffield saying, " only Mr. 
John Chester, who was there by her Royal Highnesses orders ; 
that she could get no other company on account of the roads.** 
Is not this. Sire, leA open to the inference, that Mr. John 
Chester was the only person who had been invited by my 
orders 1 If Lady Sheffield had been examined, she would have 
been able to have produced the very letter, in which, in answer 
to her ladyship^s request, that I would let her know, what 
company it would be agreeable for me to meet, I said, "every 
tiling of the name of North, ail the Legges, and Cbesters; 
William and John, &c. Ac, and Mr. Elliott." Instead of 
fingltng out, therefore, Mr. John Chester, I included him itf 
the enumeration which 1 made, of the near relations of Lady 
Sheffield ; and jout Majesty,^from this alone, cannot fail t0 
gee how false a c(4our, even a true fact can assume, if it he not 
sufficiently inquired into and explained. 

As to tire circumstance of my having been taken ill in the 
night, being obliged to get up, and light my candle ; why this 
iact should be recorded, I am wholly at a loss to conceive. 
Jill the circumstances, however, respecting it, connected very 
4iuch as they rfre witb the particular disposition of Lady Shef- 
field's house, would have been fully explained, if thought 
material to have been inquired af^er, by Lady Sheffield her* 
felf ; Und 1 should have been relieved from the painful de- 
^dation of alluding, at all, to a circumstance which 1 could 
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not further detail^ without a degree of indelicacy ; aod^ as I 
cannot posaibly suppose such a detail can be necessary for my 
dcfeoce, it wovld^ especialiy in addressing your Majesty, be 
wholly inexcusable. With respect to the attention which I 
paid to Mr. Chester^ and my walking oat twice alone with 
him, for a aAort time, I know not how to notice it. At thia- 
distance of time, I am not certain that I can, with perfect ac- 
curacy, account for the circumstance. It appears to have been 
a rainy morning ; it was on the 27th or 28th of December ; 
and whether, wishing to. take a walk, I did not desire Lady 
Sheffield, or Mrs. Lisle, or any lady, to accompany me i» 
doing what, in such a morning, 1 might think might be dis- 
agreeable to thern^ 1 really cannot precisely state to your 
Majesty. 

But here again^ perhaps, in the judgment of some persons; 
may be an instance of familiarity which was not consistent 
with the dignity of the Princess of Wales; but surely preju^ 
dice against me and my character, must exceed all natural 
bounda in those minds, in which any inference of crime or 
tnoral depravity, can be drawn from such a fact. As to C«p# 
tain Moore, it seems he was left alone with me, and twice in 
one afternoon, by Mrs. Lisle ; he was alone with me half an 
hour. The first time Mrs. Lisle left us, her examination says^ 
it was to look for a book which I wished to lend to Captain' 
Moore. How long she was absent on that occasion, she is noi 
tisked, but it could have been but ten minutes, as she appears 
to have been absent twenty minutes the second time. The 
Commissioners, though they particularly return to the In- 
quiry, with respect to the length of time of her second ab- 
sence, did not require her to tell them the occasion of it ; if 
they had, she would have told them, that it was in search of 
the same book ;-^that having, on the first occasion, looked for 
it in the diawing-room, she went afterwards to see for it, in 
Mrs. Fitzgerald*8 room. But I made him a present of an ink« 
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stand. I hope your Majissfy will ool tbiiik 1 am trifling with 
your patience wbeo i tabe aotice of such trifles. But it i& of 
such trifles as these, that the evidence consists^ when it is tiie 
evidence of respectable witnesses speaking to facts, and con- 
aequently speaking only the truth. Captain IVloore had con- 
ferred on nie, what I felt as a considerable obligation. My 
mother is yery partial to the late Doctor Moore's writings. 
Captain Moore, as your Majesty knows, is his son, and he 
promised to lend me, for the purpose of sending it to my mo- 
ther, a manuscript of an unpublished wo^k of the doctor^s. 
In return for this civility, 1 begged his acceptance of a 
trifling present 

There is one circumstance alluded to in these ejuunkuitionSj, 
which I know not bow to notice, and yet feel it impossible ta 
omit — I mean wluit respects certain anonymous papers, or 
letters, to which Lard Cbolmondeiey appears, to have beea 
examined, upon the supposition of their being my band- 
writing. A letter appears, by the examination of Lady 
Douglas, to have been produced by her; and the two papers 
appear to have been produced by Sir John. These jxipera 
I have never seen : but 1 collect them to be the same, as are 
alluded to in Lady Douglas's original Declaration, and, from 
ber representation of them, they are most infamous produc* 
tions. From the style and language of the letter, she says. 
Sir John Douglas, Sir Sidney Smith, and herself, would hav« 
no manner of hesitation in swearing point blank, (for that is 
her phrase) to their being in my hand-writing; audit seems, 
from the statement of his Royal Highness the Dukeof Kent^ 
that Sir Sidney SQ)Uh had been imposed upon to believe, that 
these letters and papers were really written, and sent, to Sir 
John and Lady Douglas, by me. 1 cannot help, however, re* 
marking to your Mitje^ty, that, though Sir John and Ladj 
Douglas produce \hese papers and mark them, yet neither 
the one nor the otlier swears to their belief of my liand-writ*- 
ing; it does not, indeed, appear that they were asked the 
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qdestioD ; and, when it once occurred to the Commissioners 
to be material to inquire whose hand-writing these papers 
were, I should have been mut;h surprised at their not apply- 
ing to Sir John and Lady Douglas to swear it, as, in their ori- 
ginal Declaration, they offer to do, if it had not been that, 
by that time, I suppose, the t!^ommissi oners had satii>fied 
themselves of the true value of Sir John and Lady Douglas's 
oaths, and therefore did not think it worth while to ask 
them any further questions. 

His Royal Highness the Duke of Kent, as appears by his 
narrative, was convinced, by Sir Sidney Smith, that these 
letters came from nie. His Royal Highness had been applied 
to by me, in consequence of my having received a formal 
note from Sir John, Lady Douglas, and Sir Sidney Smith, 
requesting an audience immediately ; this was soon after my 
having desired to see no more of Lady Douglas. I conceived, 
therefore, the audience was required for the purpose of re- 
monstrance, and explanation upon this circumstance, and, 
as I was determined not to alter my resolution, nor admit of 
any discussion upon it, J requested his Royal Highness, who 
happened to be acquainted with Sir Sidney Smith, to try to 
pr^'vent my having any further trouble upon the subject. His 
Royal Highness saw Sir Sidney Smith, and being impressed 
by him, with the belief of Lady Douglas's story, that I was 
the author of these anonymous letters, he did that which 
natorally became him, under such belief; he endeavo\ired, for 
the peace of your Majesty, and the honour of the Royal 
Family, to^keep from the knowledge of the world, what, if it 
bad been true, would have justly reflected such infinite dis- 
grace upon me; and it seems, from the narrative, that he 
procureii^ through Sir Sidney Smith, Sir John Douglas's 
assurance that he would, under existing circumstances, re* 
main qiiiet, if left unmolested. " This result (His Royal 
' Highness says) be communicated to me the following day^ 
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and I seenwd satisfied fvidi it.'' And undoubtedlj, as he 
•nly coatmunicated the result to bm, I could not be other-* 
wise than satisfied ; for, as all that 1 wanted was, not to be 
obli§^ed to see Sir John and Lady Doughs, and not to be 
troubled bj them any more, the result of his Royal High« 
ness's interference, through Sir Sidney Smith, was, to pro* 
cure me all that I wanted. I do not wonder that his Royal 
Highness did not mention to me the particulars of these » 
famous letters and drawings, which were ascribed to me ; fol 
as long as he believed they were mine, undoubtedly it was 
a subject, which he must have wished to avoid ; but I hment^ 
as it happens, that he did not, as 1 should have satisfied h\m, 
as far, at least, as mjy assertions of mine could bave satisfied 
him, by declaring to him, as I do now most solemnly, that 
the letter is not mine, and that 1 know nothing virbatever of 
the contents of it, or of the other papers; and I trust, that 
his Royal Highness, and every one else, who may have taken 
up any false impression concerning them, to my prejudice, 
from the assertion of ^r John and Lady Douglas, will, npon 
my assertion, and the evidence of Lord Cholmondeley, tt- 
move from their minds, this calumnious falsehood, which, 
with many others, the malice of Sir John and Lady Douglas 
has endeavoured to fasten upon me. 

To all these |)apers Lady Douglas states, in her Declara- 
tion, that not only herbclf and Sir John Douglas, but Sir 
Sidney Smith, would bave no hesitation in swearing to be itt 
tay hand-writing. —What says Lord Cholmondeley ]—" Thai 
he is perfectly acquainted with my manner of writing. Lettei 
A. is not of ray hand- writing ; that the two papers, marked B. 
appear to be wrote in a disguised band ; that some of the 
ktters in them remarkably resemble mine, but, bitause of 
the disguise, he cannot say whether they are or not ; a» *^ 
the cover marked C. he did not see the same resemblance. 
Of these four papers (all of which are stated by Lady Dougl^ 
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to be 10 deaity and plainly «»e» that there can be no hestta- 
lioDQpon the subject), two bear no retemUMice to it, and 
piUiougfe the otber two, written in a ditguMod liaBd» ha?« 
•ome letters remarkably resembliog miDe, yet I trust I tkiM 
act, upon such evideace, be subjected to so base an impata* 
tion ; and really. Sirs, I know not how to account for the 
CommissioBers exanuning and reporting, upon this subject, 
in this manner. For i understand, from Mrs. Fit^erald, 
that these drawings were produced hy the Commiisioners to 
her; and that she was examined as to her knowledge of 
them, and as to the hand-wriiing upon them ; that she was 
satisfied, and swore that they wece not my haud-wxiting, and 
(Imt she knew aotiung of them, and did not believe they could 
possibly come from any Lady in my house. She was shown 
tbe j^eal aJbo» which Lady Douglas, in her Declaf atipn. Bays 
was ibe ** identical one with which I had sumatoned Sir 
John Douglas to luncheon." To this seal, though it so 
Quieh resembled oine that belonged to herself, '^s to make 
her hesitate till she had particularly observed it ; she wns, 
at last^ as positive as to the hand-writing ; and having ex* 
psessed herself with some feeling and indignation at the 
siipposition, that either I, herself, or any of my ladies, co«ld 
be guilty of so foul a transaction, the Commissioners tcU 
her they were satisfied, and believed her ; and there is not 
one word of all this rek^ed in her examination. — Now, if thek 
Lordships were satisfied from this, or any other circufl|«* 
Itance, that these letters were not i(iy writing, and did not 
^ojne from me, I can acconnt for their not preser^ng any 
trace of Mrs. Fitzgerald's evidence on this point, and leaving 
it out of their Inquiry altogether; but, if they thought pro* 
per to preserve any evidence upon it, to make it the subject 
of any examination ; surely tliey should not have left it on 
Lord Cholfflondeley*s alojae ; but I ought to have had the 
benefit of Mrs. Fitzgerald's evidence also. But, as I said 
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before, they' take no notice of her evidence ; nay, th^ finish 
the Report, they execute it. according to the date it l)ears» 
upon the 14th of July, and it is not until two days afterwards, 
namely, on the 16tb, Ihat they examine Lord Cholmohdeley 
to the hand-writing-^with what view, and for what purpose, 
I cannot even surmise; but with whatever view, and for 
whatever purpose, if these letters are at all to l>e alluded to 
in their Report, or the examinations accompanying it, surely 
I ought to have had the benefit of the other evidence, which 
disproved my connexion with them. 

I have now. Sire, gone through all the matters contained 
in the examination, on which I think it, in any degree, neces- 
sary to trouble your Majesty with any observations. — For 
as to the examination of Mrs. Townley, the washerwoman, 
if it applies at all, it must have been intended to have af- 
' forded evidence of my pregnancy and miscarriage. — And 
whether the circumstance she speaks to, was occasioned by 
my having been bled with leeches, or whether an actual rajs* 
carriage did take place in my family, and by some means, 
linen belonging to me, was procured and used upon the 
occasion; or to whatever other circumstance it is to be 
ascribed, after the manner in which the Commissioners have 
expressed their opinion, on the part of the case respecting 
my supposed pregnancy, and after the evidence, on which 
they formed their opinion, I do not conceive myself called 
upon to say any thing upon it; or that any thing I could 
say, could be more satisfactory than repeating the opinion 
of the Commissioners, as stated in their report, viz. " That 
nothing had appeared to them, which would warrant the 
belief that I was pregnant in that year (1802), or at any other 
period, within the compass of their Inquiries — that they would 
not be warranted in expressing any (^oubt respecting the 
alleged pregnancy of the Princess, as stated in the original 
declarations, a fact so fully contradicted, and by so many 
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wtoeswi, to whoin, if trne, it must in yarioos ways have 
been koowD, that we cannot tbink it entitled to the Huallest 
credit." 

There are, indeed, some other matters, mentioned in tbt 
original declarations, which I might have found it necessary 
to observe upon ; but, as the Commissioners do not appear 
to have entered into any examination with respect to them, I 
content myaelf with thinking that they had found the means 
of satisfying themselves of the utter falsehood of those parti« 
cuiars, and therefore that they can require no contradiction 
or observation from me. 

On the declarations, therefore, and the evidence, I have 
nothing further to remark. And, conscious of the length 
at which I have trespassed on your Majesty's patience, I will 
forbear to waste your time by any endeavour to recapitulate 
what I have said. Some few observatioiis, however, before 
I conclude, I must hope to be permitted to subjoin. 

In many of the observations which 1 have made, your Ma- 
jesty will observe that I have noticed what have appeared to 
me to be great omissions, on the part of the Commissioners, 
in the manner of taking their examinations; in forbearing 
to put any question to the witnesses, in the nature of a 
cross-examination of them; — to confront them with eacfa 
other; and to call otlier witnesses, whose testimony must 
either have confirmed or falsified, in important particulars, 
the examinations as they have taken them. It may perhaps 
occur, in consequence of such observations, that I am desir- 
ous that this Inquiry should be opened again ; that the Com- 
missioners shall recommence their labours, and that they 
should proceed to supply the defects in their previous exa* 
minations by a fuller execution of their duty. — I therefore 
think it necessary, most distinctly and emphatically, to state, 
that I have no such meaning; and whatever may be the rbk 
that I may incur, of being charged with betraying ^a con* 

L 
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%ei^Stte98 6t gaflf , by thus iying from kn extension dir til* 
)peti^Mi bf this Inqaity, I most disttnetfy shite, that so fkt 
from requesting the r<evival of it, 1 hambly request yout 
Majesty would be grseiously pleased to undershind me as 
temonstniting and protesting against it, in the strongest and 
lB04t solemn manner in my power. 

1 am yet to learn the legality of such a Commission, to ii- 
"quire, even in the case of High Treason, or any other crimt 
^own to the laws of the country. If it is lawful in*tbe casie 
of High Treason, supposed to be committed by me, surely 
it must be lawful also in the case of High Treason, sup^ 
|K>6ed to be committed by other sobjecta of your Majesty. 

That there is much objection to it, in reason and principle, 
My understanding assures me. That such Inquiries, carried 
OB upon e» parte examination, and a Report of the resalti 
by persons of high authority, may, nay must, have a Ud* 
dency to prejudice the character of the parties, who are ei» 
*^osed to them, and tliereby influence the further proceed- 
ings in their ease; — that they are calculated to keep bach 
(from notice, and in security, the person of a false accuser, 
^isd to leave the accused in the predicament of neither being 
nble to look fotward for protection, to an acquittal of him* 
•elf, nor for redress to the conviction of his accuser.— That 
MMe and many other objections occur to such a mode of 
f roceedingy hi the case of a crime known to the laws of tbi^ 
^tBOuntry, appears to be quite obvious^ But if Commissioa- 
iirs, acting under such a power, or your Majesty's Privy- 
"Conncil, or any regular magistrates, when they have satis« 
lied themselves of the falsehood of the principal charge, 
"and the absence of aH legal and substantive oiience, are to 
i»e considered as empowered to proceed in the examination 
«'of tfaie particulara of private life; to report upon the pro- 
-prieties of domestic conduct ; and the decorums of private 
behavMur, i&d to pionounce their opinion against the 
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Hai^ «rfOB tkft cndence of dusalbficd terisut** HvbpM t» 
racily they arc to bold «pi» iMiiiflp^whcbte, wA to do IbU 
Wittiout pcrmiitiog tfae per&oas wboic conduel 19 ittqliirc4 
bito» to suggest one word 10 explaoatioa or cootrmitetioo of 
tfie matter with wiiich they arc oh^rgad; it woiiM, 1 subalil 
to your Maje^y, prove such an attack upoH the security 
and coofidcoce of doijnestic lifc» such a lueaii^ of recordiog^ 
iaiider the saQcti<m of great naiacs aad high authority, the 
4Dost msdicious and fottlesjt ifupatatioos, that no csharaottor 
^lild possibly be secure; and would do more to t^eak i» 
«poa and undermiiie tbi^ happiness and c^mfytt, of life thw 
aaj proceedf Rg which could he iwagioed* ... 7 

\ Thepublk ia general peihaps may Mttotoiaohialeresl 
in the establishmeRt of suck a precedent iu.ipy c^se. They 
jaay tbiijik it to hc; a course of proceed iia(g.9PW»«l9 appllca- 
.hlc t9 any pniyi^te sul^ct; yet, if ouee s^ch ^ co^ of hei- 
.iioor^ of jdeceocy^ and of vem^nnflks V^as eslahli«bed, wmf 
^sul^ects migfit occur to whicb it wight be thongbtadvis^biie 
.to extend iU jurisdiction beyond . t^e instant of u Prince^ 
of Wales* But, should it be intended to be.coogned to.oit, 
.your Majesty, I trust, will not Ipe surprised to $nd tbft it 
does not reconcile me the better to it, sbould I learn mys^f 
to he tbe single instance io your kiogdom who is exposed to 
the scrutiny of so severe and formidable « tribMuaU So fur 
therefore from giving that sanction or consent to^any fresh 
Inquiry, upon similar principles, which I sbouldsc^to, do^ 
by requiring the renewal of these exaipinationf, I must pro- 
test against it; protest against the nature of pro^^eediag* bf- 
.cause its result cannot be fair* I must protest,, as long at 
least as it remains dojunbtful, against the legality of wbat bfs 
already passed, as well as against tbe legality of its repeti* 
tion,— If the course be legal, I must s^bwit to the l^w|, 
bowever severe they may be* But I trust new law is miio 
^be found out« and applied to my ca^i^.. If^I am^iyf.:^f 
" ' * \ 2 
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«ffme, I know I am ameiwUe, I am most contented to coni 
tinae so to tlie impartial laws of your Majesty's kingdom; 
and I fear no cbai^ brought against me in open day, under 
the public eye, before the known tribunals of the country, 
idmmistering justice under those impartial and enlightened 
laws. But secret tribunals, created for the first time for 
me, to form and pronounce opinions upon my conduct^ 
without hearing me; to record, in the eridence of the wit- 
nesses which they report, imputations against my character 
upon f* parte examinations— till I am better reconciled to 
the justice of their proceedings, I cannot fail to fear. And 
till I am better informed as to their legality, 1 caftnot fail, 
in duty to my dearest interests, most solemnly to remoa* 
strate and to protest against them. 

If such tribunals as these are called into action against 
me, by the false charges of friends turned enemies, of ser- 
vants turned traitors, and acting as spies; by the foiri con- 
spiracy of such social and domestic treason, I can look to 
no security to my honour in the most spotless and most cau- 
tioiis innocence. 

By the contradiction and denial which, in this case, I hwt 
been enabled to procure of the most important fiicts which 
have been sworn against me by Mr. Cole and Mr. Bidgood; 
by the observations and the reasonings which I have ad- 
dressed 16 your Majesty, I am confident that, to those whose 
sense of justice would lead them to wade through this long 
detail, I shall have moved the impressions, which have been 
raised against me. But how am I to insure a patient attention 
to all this statement! How many will hear that the Lord 
High Chancellor, the Lord Chief Justice of the King's Bench, 
the First Lord of the Treasury, and one of your Majesty's prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State, have reported against me; upon evi* 
deuce which they have declared to be unbiassed andunque^ 
tionable ; who will never have the opportunity, or, if they 
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had the ppportunit^, migbt not btvje the loclipatton to c4Mr- 
rect t]if erjror of Ibat Report, by Ibe ;e]Lai9ii>atio9 /)f mgr 
.Majreaiexit ! 

I feel; tb^refore^ \h»t; by this proce&im^, my cb^raeter hf^ 
received essential injury. For a Princess of Wales U> h^^e 
been placed io a situaljop^ iji wbicb iH iva9 esfs^^ti^l ti9 her 
honoMr to request pne gefitleimui to sjyear |:ba,t h^ ^%^ q^t 
locked up, at Qiidnjght, in a room witb her aioi;)^, and SMK^tb^^ 
tbat he did not (g^vje her a lascivious salujt^, axvd i^e^^ slffkt 
in her house^ i9 to have beien actually diPgjr^d^ed and ^isgf'^t^* 
I have beep^ Sir^, placed in tbii^ $ijtUijitAon ; I ha^^e h&e/t crueJJy, 
your Majesty will permU jim to $ay so, i^Ufillyi degraded i^tp 
the necessity of maikiQg such requeslts;. a necessity which I 
never could have been exposed jto, eveu under this I^pq^uiry^ ff 
more attention had been givo;i tp the eKamipatjpn pf j^besye 
malicious cjiarg^s^ a^d pf the evidence 6a M^hic.h tbey ^est. 

Mujch solicitude is felt,^ and justly SQ> as connected with 
this Inquiry,, for the hpnpjar. of your Majesty's illu8,trioiis 
fiimily*. But surely a true regard to thajt honour ghoiild hav^ 
restrained those who reaUy felt for jt, from casting sucji 
severe reflections op the charActer and yirtue of itbe PriMce^ 
of Wales. 

If, indeed, after the most diligent and aQ;K.ious laquiry, 
penetrating into every circumstance connepted with the charge, 
searching every source frpm which information could be de- 
rived, and^crutinizing, with all that acuteuess, into the credit 
and character of the witp^^ses, which great exp^riepce^ talent, 
and intelligence could bring to such a subject; and« above all, 
if, after giving me some opportunity of being beard, the fprc^ 
of truth had, at length, compelled any persons to form, m 
reluctantly and as unwillingly as they would against tlieir 
own daughters., the opinion that has been pronounced ; no 
regard, unquestionably, to my honour and character, nor to 
that of your Msyesty's family, as, in some de^Tee, ipvplifed ip 
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niifie» could have justified the suppressloo of that opinion, if 
legally called for, in the course of official and public duty. 
Whether such caution and reluctance are really manifest in 
these proceedings, I must leave to less partial judgments than 
my own to determine. 

In thefiiU examination of these proceedings, which justice 
to my own character has required of me, I have been com- 
pelled to make many obsertations, which, I fear, may prove 
offensire to persons in high power. Your Majesty will easily 
believe, when I solemnly assure you, that \ have been 
deeply sorry to yield to the necessity of so doing. This pro- 
ceeding manifests that I have enemies enough ; I could not 
wbh unnecessarily to increase their number, or their weight 
I trust, however, I have done it, I know it has been my pur- 
pose to do it, in a manner as little offensive as the justice, due 
to myself, would allow of; but I have felt that I have been 
deeply injured; that 1 have had much to complain of; and 
that my silence now would not be taken for forbearance, but 
would be ascribed to me as a confession of guilt. The Re- 
port itself announced to me, that these things, which bad been 
spoken to by the witnesses, *' great improprieties and in- 
decencies of conduct," ** necessarily occasioning most unfa- 
vourable interpretations, and deserving the most serious con- 
sideration,*' " must be credited till decidedly contradicted.*' 
The most satisfactory disproof of these circumstances (as the 
contradiction of the accused is always received with caution 
and distrust) rested in the proof of the foul malice and false- 
hood of my accusers and their witnesses. The Report an- 
nounced to your Majesty that those witnesses, whom I felt to 
be foul confederates in a base conspiracy against me, were 
not to be suspected of unfavourable bias, and their veracity, 
in the judgment of the Commissioners, not to be questioned. 

Under these circumstances. Sire, what could I dot 
Could I forbear, injustice to myself, to announce to your Ma- 
jesty the existence of a conspiracy against my honour, and my 
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station in this country at least, if not against my life 1 Could 
I forbear to point ont to your Majesty, how loftg this intended 
mbchief had been meditated against me 1 Could 1 forbear to 
point out my doubts, at least, of the legality of the Commis- 
sion, under which the proceeding had been had T or to point 
out the errors and inaccuracies, into which the great and abte 
men, who were named in this Commission, under the hurry 
and pressure of their great oflScial occupations, had fallen, in 
the execution of this duty 1 Could 1 forbear to state, and to 
urge, the great injustice and ibjury that had been done to my 
character and my honour, by opinions, pronounced against 
me^ without hearing me? And if, in ihe execution of this 
great task, so essential to my honour, I have let drop any ex- 
|>ressions, which a colder, and more cautious prudence,' would 
have checked, I appeal to your Majesty's warm heart, and 
generous feeUngs, to suggest my excuse, and to afford my 
pardon; 

What I have said, I have ^aid under the pressure of much 
misfortune, under the provocation of great and accumulated 
injustice* Oh! Sire, to be unfortunate, and scarce to feel 
at liberty to lament; to be cruelly used, and to feel it 
almost an offence and a duty to be silent, is a hard lot; but 
use had, in some degree, inured me to it : But to find my 
misfortunes and my injuries imputed to me as faults ; to be 
called to account upon a charge, made against me by Lady 
Douglas, who was thought at first worthy of credit, although 
she had pledged her veracity to the fact of my having ad- 
mitted that I was myself the aggressor in every thing of 
which I had to complain, has subdued all power of patient 
bearing ; and, when I was called upon by the Commission- 
ers, either to admit, by my silence, the guilt which they im- 
puted to me, or to enter into my defence, in contradiction to 
it — no longer at liberty to remain silent, I, perhaps, have not 
known how, with exact propriety, to limit my expressions. 
In happier days of my life, before my spirit had been yet at 
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all lowered by my roisfortuiies, I sboiUd have beendiiqM»ed io- 
hare J9€t 9uok a charge with the conitfopt which, I trast, 
by this time, your Majesty thinks due to it; I sbouldihavie 
been disposed to have defied my eaemies to the utmost, and 
to have scorned to answer to agy thing but a leg^ii ebarge, b(&- 
Ibre a pompeteiit tribnpal ; but, in my pcesent misibitUines, 
Sttcb force of mind is gone. I ougjbt^ perhaps, so far tp he 
thankful to them for their wholesome lessons of humility* I 
have, therefore, eoj^red into this loqg detail, to endeavour tp 
remove, al the first possible xyportttmty,any unf^^^r^^ujAble im- 
pressions ; to resi&ue myself from th« dax»geri^ wJ^cb the e«^ 
tiauance of th^se suspioions might ip^asAiNi, aiid jU> prisser^ 
to me your M^jea^y's good opipion, is wbos^ Jcjudness, hiilbei^^ 
to, I have found iufiuoite cou^olation, and Ut wf^s^ ju3ti$;iB, 
under all circumstances, I cao couficfently appeal 

Under the impresaiou^f tbeseseutimeuts I tturoyv ^^yself at 
your Majesty's feet. I know, that whatever sentiments of re- 
(sentniient; whatever wish for redress, by the punishmeojt of 
my false accusers, I ought to fe^l, your Majesty, «(S tbe Fa«^ 
Iber of a Sl/aoger, sAnartUig uuder false accuaatioo, as tbe 
Heiid'of your ilkistriiows liouse^ dishonoured i^ me^ ^ as^ 
the great Guardian of the Law« of your Kingdom* tlijus fpuHy 
attempted to have been applied to the purposes of ipjii^tice, 
will not fail to ieel for me. At all events, I trust your Ma- 
jesty will restore me to the blessing of ypur gr^ious presaice, 
and confirm to me, by your own gracious word^i your satis- 
factory conviction of my innpcenae.. 
I am, 

SlUE,. 

With every sentiment of gratitude and loyalty^, 
Ypur Majesty's most affectionate 
and dutiful Daugbter-in^Law, 
Subject and Servant, 
Montague H<mfe, ^ Octolber, l^QQj, C. P* 

3. 
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«<T0 HER MOST O&ACIOUS MAJEStT QUEBM 
GAROUNE; 

*'THB HUMBLE A0ORBS8 OF THE FEMALE INHABIT AKT8 
OF TflB TOWN OF NOTTINOHAM AND ITS VICINITY. 

** We, your Majest/s most dutiful aod loyal subjects, tlie 
Female Inhabitaots of Nottingham, beg leave to congratiilato 
you oo your safe arrival in this country, after so loog an ab« 
sence, and to hail you Queen of these Kingdoms! 

** Beloved as you are by a great people, who have long 
preserved for you a faith unshaken, we dare not boast an 
unrivalled attachment ; but we can truly say, that, amidst 
this general glow of beating .bearls, none are more loyal, 
none love you better, and none pray oftener for your present 
and future happiness, than the females of Nottingham. When 
you were far distant, we remembered the unhappy eiiile; — 
and when the accusers of your honour rung ia our ears («# 
they fondly hoped) the death-bell of your Innocence, we ue^ 
yer for a momeut believed their slanders, but fek at every 
charge, as we are sure we shall always feel, a more than cooir 
mon indignation. 

'< You bring with you such powerful recommeodatioiM t^ 
protection, as no generous bosom can resist. Your father if 
no more— your brother fell in battle — the chief solace of your 
cares, your amiable daughter, was soon, too soon, saatcfaMJ 
away— and your great protector^ our late venerable Itfoaarch, 
soon followed her. 

/' We would not wring anew your flings — they hav« bei# 
top often wrung; yet, when we consider tbis^ we are not 
surprised that, though yon are not defended by the drawn 
sabres of the military, you are always jiurro^aded by your 
guards ; thus imitating the examPle of the magnanimons 
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Queen Elinbeth, trusting your defence to a bnte peopfei 
who will not be deterred by nny power under beayen to for- 
take you in the day of peril. All in whom the spirit of the 
days of chivalry is not utterly extinct— all who would not 
immolate the best impulses of our nature on the altar of 
modern policy^-will rally round their Queen, and save her 
alike from foreign emissaries and spies^ and donKstic perse- 
cutors. 

" We desire to assure you of our continued fidelity, and 
to express a hope, that, ere long, you will have defeated the 
inacfcinations of ^our enemies — be restored to all the ho- 
nours of your illustrious station — and that neither sea nor 
land will again separate you from an admiring people.'' 
(Signed by 7,800 females.) 



HER MAJESTY*S MOST GRACIOUS ANSWER* 

** I should be deficient in sensibility, if I had not felt the 
warmest gratitude, and more than ordinary delight, when 
I received from the Female Inhabitants of the town of Not- 
tingham and its Ticinity, an address, which is remarkable 
for the amiable spirit which it breathes, and for the fervor 
of attachment to my person, and my rights, which it displays. 
I am proud of being the Queen of women of such generous 
sentiments^ and I am happy to remark, that such sentiments 
indicate an increased, and increasing cultivation of the fe- 
male mind. 

' <* To be conscious that the hearts of so large a portion 
of my own sex, are vibrating with emotions of affection for 
his Majesty's Royal Consort — that they are sympathising 
with her sorrows, and deprecating her wrongs, and that her 
happiness is the object of their pious supplications, cannot 
but awaken in my breast, the most pleasurable sensations. 
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The same spirit of devotedness to the fair fame, to the law- 
ful rights, and to the general interests of a persecuted queen, 
which animates the Female Inhabitants of Nottingham, is, 
I trnst, diffused through a large majority of their country- 
women. They will consider the honour of her Msyesty at 
leflected upon themselves. They will best know how to 
appreciate the vexations by which I have been harassed, 
the slanders by which I have been assailed, and the hvdig- 
nities by which I have been oppressed. 

" With the most gentle delicacy, the female inhabitants of 
the town of Nottingham, and its vicinity, touch those 
strings of grief in my heart, which will ever continue pain- 
fully to vibrate at the recollection of the near, and dear rela- 
tives of whom I have been bereaved, and particularly of 
that departed saint, in whose talents, and whose virtues, 
the women have lost a model of the most estimable excek 
lence, and the nation in general, a future sovereign, under 
whose fostering care, that liberty would have flourished, 
which gives happiness to the people, and security to the 
throne."' f 



** The lamented Princess well knew that the sceptre is 
never so safe, as when it is supported by knowledge on 
the one side, 'and by freedom on the other. — ^To this great 
truth, she would never have shut her eyes, when elevated 
to that station of pre-eminence, where it could be practi- 
cally enforced. 

^ '' In the attempt, which is making, to dissolve my unioa 
with his Majesty, in defiance of all law, and in direct con- 
tradiction to that religion for which my accusers profess 
such scrupulous veneration ; the female inhabitants of the 
town of Nottingham, and indeed, of the whole united king- 

M 
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tfom, wilt net ftiil to dtscero the possibility of a precedenf^ 
which may» hereafter, beaiiegedas a reason for alteriog that 
law of marriage, which has hitherto been found most fa- 
veurabte to the moi^I interests of society. If the marriage 
of the queen can be dissolved in open violation of every 
existing law, what marriage is there which can, hereafter, 
beseeure? 

<* When I first arrived in this country, in the year 17d5, 
my relatives and my friends hailed the event as auspicious 
to my happiness. But that period was the commencement 
of troubles, which, rolling one after another, like the waves 
of the ocean, have not yet come to an end. It is weH 
known that I am not capable of reverting, even in distant 
recollection, to any halcyon days of nuptial bliss. I can 
hardly name the period, when I have not been hunted by 
spies, and surrounded by treachery; nor is it, at present, 
unknown, that spies are prolific in stratagems, and that 
treachery is never coupled with truth. 

*« In the year 1806, and even at an earlier period, false 
charges, affecting at once my honour and my life, were 
fabricated for my destruction; but the witnesses were 
proved to be perjured; and the chief contrivers of the con- 
spiracy, if they were uot too insensate to feel the shame 
of guilt, at least experienced the mortification of disap- 
pointment. They retired into the shade ; but in that shade, 
they lay in ambush with poisoned arrows ; watching for the 
ipoment when I might be destroyed, without its being known 
who drew the bow, or who shot the shai%. 

" The multiplicity of vexations, and of wrongs of different 
kinds and degrees, by which I was unceasingly persecuted, 
and the rigid exclusion from the society of my beloved 
daughter, to which I was latterly condemned, made me quit 
£ng)apd in 1814. For what mother is there, with a mother's 
ftelings, who could be insensible to such a privation, as that 
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oiTbeiog debarred from the society of ber oaly ehiN; the 
child whom she had fondly nurtured^ and by wbom she 
was ardently h>ved ; who had become the friend of her 
bosoBip and tbe very essence of her bappiuess ? 

''Though I possessed a more than ordinary portion ef 
^ maternal sensibiiity» I was commanded to «tifle the voice 
of nature in my breast. My adversaries acted as if the 
feeliofi of the nioth«f deserved no higher consideration 
than the rigidity of the rock. The separatioa that was 
placed between me and my daughter, was almost like that 
of death, Nay» it was worse than death; for it was death 
with a consciousness of life. 

" After I had left Elngland, spies similar to those, who had 
dogged my steps in this country, followed me to the con- 
tinent. Treachery insinuated itself into the very recesses 
of my household. The calumnies against me were multi- 
plied^ till they were almost too many not to be believed. They 
were transported from England into Italy, and reconveyed 
from Italy into England, with additional atrocities, and 
more monstrous aggravations. The persecuting fiend had 
now marked me out for destruction. It was thought that 
malice had reached its climax of iniquity, that slander had 
done its worst, and that the royal victim was sufficiently 
sunk in infamy, to be sacrificed on the altar of public 
•opinion, without the power of resistance, or a murmur of 
disapprobation. 

" The death of his late revered Majesty afforded an oppor- 
tunity for making some alterations in the liturgy. The name 
of the Queen was instantly excluded. The people were in« 
vited to think that I was too much an object of abhorrence 
to have my name mentioned in their prayers. I instantly re- 
monstrated against the injustice of the omission and the ig- 
nominy that was thus endeavoured to be fastened upon my 
character. But I could obtain no redress. My acciuers 

u 2 
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thought that they had taken sufficient care to complete the 
destruction of my reputation, and that I should never have 
the courage to look my adversaries in the face. But they 
could little appreciate the energy of my character; and they 
little knew the strength of resolution which the conscious- 
ness of rectitude inspires. 

" When I approached the opposite coast, a panic began to 
seize the phalanx of my enemies. They sent a flag of truce 
ivith an offer of a cessation of hostilities and a sumptuous 
bribe: but I spurned the offer with the indignation which it 
merited, and which it instantly inspired. I hastened to the 
shore. 1 crossed the channel, and found the English people 
kindling with enthusiastic delight at my return. Every 
heart was in unison with the resolution 1 had taken, and re- 
joiced at the unhesitating promptitude with which it had 
been executed. 

" In proportion to the transports with which the people had 
hailed my return, they seemed to be affected with an anxious 
inquietude lest I should once more retrace my steps to the 
continent. But it was not more in conformity with their 
petitions, than with my own wishes, that I determined never 
to abandon those realms where I had formerly been so stre- 
nuously supported against the vengeance of my persecutors; 
and where I was now, in an hour of peril, so generously 
received and so courageously vindicated. 1 determined 
that the land which contained my beloved daughter's ashes 
should hereafter become her mother's grave. 

" The Queen resolved to live and die with her people. Thfs 
is now become my crying sin. My adversaries, in their at- 
tempt at negociation, have made this confession. In order 
that I might consent to leave England, they endeavoured to 
dazzle me with splendid overtures of honour and of wealth. 
They have thus distinctly acknowledged that the morality of 
my conduct had no share in their subsequent vindictive de<* 
3 
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terminations, unless indeed their wisdom resolved morality 
into an affair of locomotion. If I remained in Italy or in 
France, my virtue yvds to be white as the falling snow ; but 
if I revisited England, my transgressions were to become 
red as scarlet. Thus my accusers unwarily proclaimed my 
innocence and their own shame. The nice distinction 
which they drew between my declared innocence upon the 
continent and my proclaimed guilt in England, between my 
acknowledged purity on one side of the channel and my 
imputed turpitude on the other, ought never to be forgot* 
ten; and indeed by whom can it ever be forgot? It is 
written with iron upon adamant. It is become a part of the 
history of the present reign. The dawn of tlial reign, in- 
stead of blooming with the Aurora of joy, will be covered 
with a lowering cloud of terrific obscurit)^: the first act 
will open with a tragedy ; and of that tragedy who can pre- 
dict the result or foresee the terminating catastrophe) 
Here the seer must be blind, and the prophet must be 
dumb. 

" I am now threatened with a divorce from my royal hus- 
band, and with a degradation from my royal dignity. And 
for what? What commandment have I broken? What 
law, divine or human, have I violated? — Let ray accusers refer 
to the decalogue; and there, perhaps, they may recognise 
some of their own sins, if they cannot indicate any of 
mine. 

<* My adversaries are well aware that my innocence can 
never be disproved, except by the aid of perjury. Per- 
jury, though it can prove nothing, may seem to prove any 
thing; but, though perjury may flourish under an Italjai^ 
sky, it may not be able to en4ui;e the searching keenness 
of a niore northern air. 

'* Let me again ask — What rs my crime? It is that I have 
M 3 
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determioed' not to pass over to the contlneiit; thftt T h9?% 
chosen EngHmd for my favoured resldeocey for my lasting 
home. It is that I have resolved to spend in England that 
money which is bestowed upon me by the bounty of the 
people. 

*' If I am to have any royal state, that state shall be prO' 
dnctive of good to those whose industry Airnishes the 
materials for its support. My bliss is to diffuse bliss 
among all around me, I would wish that no misery should 
be known within the circle of my influence. For every 
sigh that the wretched heave, for every tear that the im- 
happy shed, my sympathies have an itnswering sigh, a cor- 
responding tear. 

" All glory, that has not the welfare of man for its object 
and its end, is but as a mist of the morning, or a vision of 
the night. It is unsubstantial as a vapour, transient as a 
doudJ — 1 covet not that glory which is made up of blood 
and tears, which arises out of the despondency of widows 
and orphans, which 611s the grave with the untimely dead; 
or covers the surface of tiie earth with mutilated forms. 
The glory that is too bright to be obscured and too lasting 
to fade, is that of benevolent agency, which forms the 
rapture of youth and the staff of age, which causes the 
thrill of heavenly satisfaction in every breast, which 
brightens every eye with joy and irradiates every coun- 
tenance with a smile. When this glory encircles the royal 
diadem, it renders sovereigns at once the delight, the 
ornament, and the blessing of mankind.--*Let that glory^ 
be mine ; and I have enough both of happiness and oi 
&me.^' 



itized by Google 



MOST GaAClOUa ANSWERS. Va 

^iiQse persons wlpo b^ve formed ao uaf^voor^ble opiqiQin 
of her Majesty's U^ats aad virtues* of the strens^thi thf^ di^ 
i^iy^ apd the elevatioiPi of hc^r miad, qr of the 4elicacj» tl\i^ 
l^ority, aod tb« sensibility of her heart, mfty fiud sipecipijem 
^ Ml these qu?4itiisft ip ^cr gracious s^o^wers to the Collpwi^ 
^dres^es.:-^ ^ 

HEB majesty's MOST GRACIOUS ANSWER TQ THIS Al>- 

PRESS OF THE INHABITANT HOUSEHOLDERS OF 

WESTMINSTER. 

*' This address from the inhabitant honsehohlers of tbci 
city and liberty of Westminster will be long treasured is my 
memory, as an indubitable proof of their regard, and a hist- 
ing claim upon my gratitude. The language of aiaacti^a 
for. my person, of devotion to my interest, and of zeal in my 
cause, which appears to issue from their hearts, haa made a 
deep impression upon my own. In the feeling manner ia 
which they mention he' for whom the invisible sigh of grief 
will never cease in my maternal breast,* I cannot be insei^ 
siblo to the homage which they pay to her memory, and to 
the solace which they offer to my regrets. 

** it is now sev€n years since i received an address from 
Ibt iidvUbitant hoaseholders of Westminster, in which they 
congratulated me upon my escape from what they truly de- 
scribed as a nefarious conspiracy against my honour, and my 
life. Upon that occasion my character was exonerated from 
the load of calumny with which it had been oppressed,, 
though my con^iuet had undergone only an ex parte examt- 
fiatioR, and though 1 had no means of facing my accusers, or 
of being heard in my defence. 

** The people of England, then, almost universally, es^ 
pressed their approbation of what they considered as the 
triumph of rectitude and innocence over perfidy and falser 
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hood. From that hour to the present, f hate been the ri<v 
tim of a similar conspiracy, which has been incited by the 
same motives, and prosecuted with the same views, though 
ivitb increased violence, and with aggravated malignity. New 
and more appalling efforts have been made to destroy that 
character which had resisted so many former attempts; but 
I rejoice that 1 now find, as I at that time founds the people 
of Westminster uninfluenced by the powerful machinations 
of my enemies, and animated by the same sentiment which 
they then expressed, that every subject, until convicted of 
guilt, had an. undoubted right to retain the reputation, the 
rights, and immunities of innocence. 

** In the present perilous crisis of my fate, I am supported 
by that courage which arises from the consciousness of ree^^ 
titude ; and I feel that the English people will never suffer 
an injured Queen to uppeal in vain either to their justice of 
to their humanity. I am convinced that in this land of 
liberty no oppression can be practised, and that to be upright 
is to be secure. 

/< In the warm desire which the people of Westminster 
have expressed for the vindication of my honour, they have 
exhibited a striking testimony of their loyalty to the King ; 
for the honour of his Majesty must for ever be identified 
with that of his Queen. 

" My first wish is to prove that my character has been 
unjustly traduced ; my next is to terminate my days among 
the high-minded people of this country, to whose affectionate 
sympathy I am at present indebted for so much of (Jie 
cheerfulness which I feel, and. of the support which I posp 
sess, under the pressure of such complicated wrongs, aod 
4uch accumulated persecutions." 
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BER majesty's most GRACIOUS ANSWER TO THE ADDRESS 09 
THE INHABITANTS OF NEWBURT. 

. ** His Miyesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, inhabitants of 
.the Borough of Newbury, merit my grateful acknowledge 
ments for this frank and affectionate address. During my 
long absence from this country, I never ceased to remember 
the obligations which I owed to its high-minded generosity. 
Those obligations have been greatly increased since my re* 
turn ; and I should be insensible to all right feeling, if I 
did not, hereafter, consider England as my only home. 

** I have shed many tears over the early grave of the Prin- 
cess Charlotte ; and I am, at this moment, sensibly affected 
by the tribute of affection which you have paid to her me- 
jnory, and by that tender recollection of her worth which is 
so universally cherished. 

*• When death removed his late revered Majesty to a 
iiappier scene, I instantly felt the magnitude of the loss I 
•had sustained ; while his sacred life was spared, it operated 
like a barrier against the vengeance of my persecutors. B«i| 
4ils dear remains were iiardly cold, when my enemies begaa 
to renew their persecutions, and to load me with aggravated 
indignities. I was almost instantly held up to the people 
•s a criminal, unworthy of having my name inserted in 
their devotional formularies. The conspiracy, which had 
been defeated, though only by a partial investigation of my 
conduct, in 1806 and 1807, again reared its vindictive head; 
and an attempt is now making to degrade me in rank, and to 
sink me in infamy, by a procedure, which is at once an out- 
rage upon all law, and wholly incompatible with the spirit of 
the British Constitution. But my honour and my rights are, 
in fact, those of the country; and every one is interested in 
their prestfrvation.— The tyranny, which destroys me to-day^ 
makes every man's liberty less secure to»morrow,-«In th« 
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preaeot atamiiiig cruis, when I am attacked by the stroi^ 
arm of overwhelming power> I rely firsts as an innocent 
womaOy upon the favour of a protecting Providence; and 
nexty at bb insulted and a persecuted Q^een^ upon the sym- 
pathies of the people; and upon that potent agency of pufo«. 
fie opinion, whkh now forms the hest safeguard against the 
•ggKssioDS of tyranny, and the enormities of injustice." 



OB KAJEVrr'i MOlt GftACfOlia AVSWtR TO tBS JJTDBElS OF 
raS BARONS AXm INHABlTAtfTS OF aANOWtGir* 

^ la the loyal and warm-hearted sentiments of thb Addret% 
the barons and inhabitants of the ancieat town aad port «f 
Sandwich have shewn themselves entitled to my affectionate 
fegard. 1 deeply deplore the loss of the Princess Charlatl«b 
Mft only because slie was my bcl«ved daughter, bist because 
•km was Britain's animating hope. The decease of our late 
tevN'ed Sovereign deprived me of one to whom I had forv 
aierly been indebted for solace in Mftow^ mid for pru«eetioa 
» adversity. 

» If the peopte i4 England are prohibited ffMift praying 
for me with their lips, the affeotbnate addresses which i am 
receiving from all parts of the eoootry, and from all ranks «f 
the community, convince me that I am not forgotten in th« 
silent adoration of their bearfs. 

'* I desire no praise for wrt eompromisiog my bonaur for 
any pecuniary consideration. Honour is almve ail compn^- 
mise ; and I should spurn the offer of awliions, if it were made 
the condition of leaving a stain upon my charaeter. In the uHt- 
licious and unjustifiable attacks which are making upon mf 
lionour as a woman, and upon my rights as a Queen, I (ruat 
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th9ft my e«ai»kfi wiU o/ever be perqnUed to viofote Ae itanc- 

^ry of the Coa&tituUofi,'' 



8E|t MimESTY'8 MOST GRACIOUS ANSWER TO THE AODRSSS Of 
THE MSRCI^ANTS ANi> OTHER INHABITANTS OP POOLE* 

•* I accept with gratitude this loyal and afi^ctionate Adi. 
4ress from the merchants and otber inhabitants of the town and 
county of the town of Poole. When they speak of the late 
Princess Charlotte as the best hope of the nation, and of 
the late beloved King as the kind protector of my innocence, 
theii* language is in perfect uaisof» with the conviction of mj 
mind, and with the feelings of my heart. 

" I feel no inquietude about the result of the present at- 
tack upon my honour and my peace. The charges against 
me in 1B06 had no other origin than malice, and no other 
support tha« perjury. The charges against me in 1820 will 
be found to be equally destitute of proof. 

** I should have been humiliated beneath contempt if I 
had suffered my character to become an affair of pecuniary 
calculation. I should instantly have been deprived of that 
self resp«ct which is the basis of virtue, as well as have for- 
Ibited the esteem of this noble nation, if, in a late attempt at 
negociationr on the part of my accusers, I bad exhibited a 
spirit unworthy of a British Queen. If there can be any sa- 
tisfaction in what is sordid in sentiment and debased in 
conduct, I willingly resign that to the pusillanimity of my 
adversaries. 

"If I can in any way contribute to the happiness of the 
nation, ! shall' always consider the augmentation of that hap- 
piness as an accession to my own. My welfare is the wel- 
fhre of the people; their good is my good; and their pros- 
perity my highest exultation. 
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*' I should feel myself uDWorthy of the elevated statioii 
which I occupy, if I could approve the practice, or cherish 
the sentiment, of revenge. That principle ought to have do 
residence in any royal breast. 

" a England was not my native country, the people of 
England have rendered it as dear to me as the land of my 
nativity. In their enlightened sentiments of justice, in their 
generous affections, and in their steady loyalty, I possess a 
strength which no menace can shake, and a comfort which 
no adversity can take away." 



BBB MAJESTY S MOST ORACIOUS ANSWER TO THE INHABITANTS OV 
SHAFTESBURT. 

** I cordially thank the Mayor of Shaftesbury, and the in- 
habitants of the town and neighbourhood, for this loyal and 
affectionate Address. The sympathy which they evince for 
the melancholy losses and the reiterated persecutions which 
I have endured, cannot but be gratifying to the best feelings 
of my heart. 

'* To whatever trials I may have been exposed since I first 
set my foot on the English shore, I shall never forget, that^ 
in those trials, I was consoled by the tenderness, and sup- 
ported by the magnanimity of the English nation. 

*' Though I am well acquainted with the activity and the 
malignity of my adversaries, I place a firm reliance upon the 
protection of that great Being, from whom no secrets are 
hid ; and while those, who are no less the enemies of his 
Majesty than of myself, are endeavouring to ruin me by their 
wiles and to crush me by their power, I am cheered by tha 
consciousness that 1 possess a strong rampart of security in 
the good sense, good feelings, and good principles of this 
enlightened people/* 
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HEE majesty's MOST aRACIOUS ANSWER TO THE AD* 

0EB88 FRBSSNTBD BY THE CITIESNS AND IMHABI- 

TANTS OF ROCHBSTBR. 

'< This loyal, warm, and ingenuous address, entitles tbf 
citisens and inhabitants of Rochester to my most cordial 
thanks. When they make my return to these realms the 
topic of congratulation, and my former departure from Eng. 
land the subject of regret, their joy and their sorrow are 
mingled with my own. 

** The affectionate manner in which the citizens 
and inhabitants of Rochester mention my two deceas- 
ed, most dear, and most lamented relatives, powerfully 
touches every chord of sensibility in my breast. I still 
mourn over their graves— but not as one without hope. 
That beloved daughter, of whom I have been bereaved, was 
once my exhilarating delight, and his late revered Majesty 
my unalterable trust* Had their lives been happily pro- 
tracted, I should not now have to contend against that ma« 
lice, and those calumnies, by which I am so rancorously 
assailed. 

** My constitutional rights are, at present, attacked in an 
unconstitutional manner. If, in this country, the life, the 
property, and the reputation of the most humble individual 
are safe within the sanctuary of the laws, surely those laws 
ought not to be violated on purpose to deprive the Queen 
of her rank, her title, and her truly legitimate rights. 

** If as a subject, I am answerable to the laws, let those 
laws be sacredly observed in the judicial investigation of my 
conduct. Let me not, by any proceeding — which, if it 
retains the form of justice, is conceived in the spirit of ity- 
ranny — be put at once out of the protecting pale of the law, 
and the tutelary guardianship of the constitution/* 

N 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



134 HER BIAJESTTS 

** I have 00 wish» — 1 can have no wish, — to leave this eo- 
Itgbtenedy this hoapttable country. In what other part of the 
world could I find, or expect to find* a people so affec- 
tionate, friends so steady* or a home in which I have so little 
to fear from the machinations of my enemies V 



HER MAJESTY S MOST GRACIOUS ANSWER TO THE ADDRESS OF 

THE INHABITANTS OF MORPETH, IN THE COUNTY OF 

NORTHUMBERI.NQ^ 

** t am unfeignedly obliged to the worthy inhabitants of 
the town of Morpeth, and its viciuiry, fur their loyal and 
aflfectionate address, and particularly for tbtrir condolence 
upon those severe domestic losses which have often agonized 
my heart. I no sooner set my foot on the British shore^ after 
my long absence, than I felt that I was respiring the air of 
freedom, and was in the midst of a generous people^ amongst 
whom, the persecuted and oppressed can never want a friend. 
Tiieir sublime sentiments, and their virtuous sympathies, 
^ere instantly excited in favour of an injured Queen. From 
the south to the north, from one extremity of the kingdom 
to the other, the spark of enthusiastic loyalty has beea 
kindled in every breast. If the age of chivalry, were ever 
jpast, i have lived to see it revived anew. 

** I humbly solicit, and boldly challenge, any open, any 
legal investigation ; and the more my character is invest!* 
gated, the more, I trust, it will be found to be intimately 
embodied with the principles of' rectitude. I wish for life, 
only to make others feel it is a blessing to live. 

** I consider my rights and privile^^^es, as Queen-Consort 
of the Sovereign, to be a part of the sacred patrimony of the 
British nation ; and I will defeud them with intrepid con- 
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ttancy for their beoefit, rather than for my own personal 
gratificMion. The rights and liberties of the people, are 
the best safegjiard of the Sovereign, and while I live, T shall 
pray for their everlaattog preservation." 



HER MAJESTT^S MOST GRACIOUS ANSWER TO THE ADDR|B88 OF 
THE INHABITANTS OF WAKEFIELD AND ITS VICINITY. 

** I receive with heartfelt satisfaction, this loyal and affect 
tionate Address from his Majesty's subjects, inhabitants of 
the town of Wakefield, and its vicinity. Their sentiments of 
congratulation on my accession to the high dignity of Queen 
of these realms, are a proof that their minds have not been 
unduly influenced by the flagitious calumnies of my perse- 
cutors ; and I am, at the same time, feelingly alive to their 
expressions of kind condolence upon the melancholy losses of 
those near and dear relatives, which I experienced while on 
the Continent. 

" I am sensible of the indignities with which I have been 
assailed, not so much because they are disrespectful to my- 
self, as because they are insulting to the nation; for the na- 
tion has been insulted in the late outrages upon the charac- 
er of its lawful Queen. Though I am attacked by that ma- 
lice, which hesitates at no falsehood, and by an assumption 
of power, which seems to spurn all limitation, 1 feel a cheer- 
ing confidence of present support, and of eventual triumph 
in the affiections of the people. 

** I have been accused of appealing to popular clamour — 
but I appeal to nothing but to the good sense and good feel- 
ing — 'to the reason — the morality and the patriotism of the 
most enlightened and* most respectable portion of the com- 
munity. If I am condemned without justice, and dethroned 
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^gutiiBt «]| imr, the libertiet of e^^ry indmdual wilt receire 
%iht94«Uih'; wid the'obiiPttcter of ihe bighest Judicature will 
kfi Uast^ to the Uite«t pojtterity. 

** My own personal jwolfare is of IHf le moment ; but I do 
feel as a Queen for the public welfare* which 14 deeply im- 
plicated in the vindication of my violated righfs. 

" The power which the House of Lords are assuming in 
their Bill of Pains and Penalties^ not only of divorcing his 
Majesty's Royal Consort, but of dethroning their lawful 
Queen, may prove in the result productive of an age of mi- 
^ry to the nation. The child that is now at the breast, may 
'live io rue its consequences. 

** The oonsciousnesa of rectitude, of which no Bills of 
Pains and Peuaities can ever deprive me, will support me 
through all trials ; and even though the force of ray enemiet 
s)iouldf ia the end». prove commensurate with tbeirmalignity, 
4)ie people ^hall never have occasion to rtproach me wifb 
o^glectiiig. their bappineas, with betraying their rights, or 
with*relinK|Ui»hiBgf foir one moiD«nt» the patricftic magnani- 
mity of the Queen.'' 



HER MAJfSSTY'S MOST GRACIOUS ANSWER TO THE AOpWCM 
OF THE INHABITANTS OF ILCHESTER. 

** I fetum my grateful thanks to the inhabitants of the 
J^rdugh of Ilcfaeftter and its vicinity, for an address in 
j^iich so much affection is manifested for my person, so 
much zeal for my rights^ and so mtt^h sympathy for my $uf^ 
feriogs. , 

. " My late beloved daughter well knew her mothei^s inju- 
ries; and her noble nature made thember own. Over' her 
iHitimely end» if I wept as a parent, the whole nation 
BKMinied like an individttal* The grief was one and tbo 
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same in all. Every man f^^lt as if he had lost a friend-^ 
and that friend hu solace in the passing day, and his hope 
in the time that was to come. 

** When I call to mind the form of his late Majesty, op- 
pressed with afflictions^ and bending with age, I ought not, 
perhaps,, to lament over that event which put an end to his 
sufferings,: and made him exchauge his earthly crown for a 
crown more permanent. But my gratitude will not suffer 
me' to forget that his Majesty was my protector in adver« 
tity : aud my heart, still sorrowing, tells me that that pro- 
tector is jRO more. 

** 1 should, even according to the confession of my accu- 
;sers, have been guilty of no sin if 1 had never revisited this 
country ; that was my great transgression, and that has beea 
rendered more inexpiable by this circumstance — that I no 
sooner came than, the affections of the people all circled 
round their Queen. 

'* If to possess the affections of the people be a proof 
of guilt, how can 1 ever show that I am innocent ? Could 
I prevent, or was I to try to prevent, the stream of popular 
sympathy from running forcibly in favour of Majesty insult* 
ed, and of integrity reviled 1 If the nation could have con- 
templated the many wrongs I have experienced, and the 
greater wrongs with which I am threatened, with silent in- 
difference or with sluggish apathy, it would not have been 
composed of men and women ; it would have been consti- 
tuted of beings without sensibility or intelligence. But 
the British people are made of better materials. No nation 
has more right reason or more good feeling ; and this is a 
truth of which I can never be unconscious as long as one par- 
ticle of life is streaming in my veins/' 

THE £ND. 
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